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‘Scenic Route’ Businesses Tr
To Attract Tourists Off Freeway

ASSOCIATION'S SIGN-—1

arsocial

By JIM FRAKE

Mail Tribune Stalf Writar

Tourism is important to the
econpmy of southern Oregon
and, in particular, to the mn
{els that line the highwa

To what extent tourls
ellities-ineluding motele, res
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The [reeway, by-pasing bus-

inesx on Highway 80 from
Rock Point to the ¢ ol
Rogue River., opened late |
summer., Another {reew
link fram Rogue River fo be-
yond Granls Pass opeéned
aboul June 1 of this year
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30 motels along the “old"
highway

A check of motels in this
area showed that most motel
owners believe the new [ree-
way hiigs “hurt™ thelr business,
Miany have laken steps o res
tain thelr toutist trade, Others
said it was “too soon to tell.”
s poinfed owt that
abnormal year” for

because of the

caster motel sald their busi-

ness had been hurl, but “npot
as bad we thought it
would.” Much of his business,
he noled included custome

who had stay
ind those stopping
ican Automobile e
soclation (AAA) affilistion
Another motel owner had
mixed emotions about the new
freeway. He waid he was glad

his A

that the freew had | talken
most of the traffic aw from
hig door beciuse of t noise

but at the same time his bus=
= had dropped '
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avallable lo southern Oregon tourists

Mrs. Lee Shrode. manager
of the Rio Linda court, ad-
mitted the new Why may
have done "'a llille damage,”
hut sald she bas had & “protiy
gond summer this vear” She
and her husband manage five
units

The ownerg of he Stir
matel, Mr, and Mrs. Harold
Weed, id their four rontals

are Lilled “moszt of the ine,
bufl that “this is not unusual
for  Augusi They ulso re-
ported "occasional winter bus-
iness" until the [freeway
openecd last veur,

A delivery man, who cols
lects laundry  from  motels
along the Rogue river for a
Grants Paiss {irm, claims thal
motel business has  dropped
two-thirds “for the most part.™
He contends thal business was
Ygood™ north of Rogue River
along the old highway be-

cause of the “overflow” from
Grantls Pass when the down-
Lown mi are lilled

Ed Schrecengost, owner of

the Laurels motel, upheld that
the freeway had “cut out the
transient busings Neverthe-
less, he said that “within five
years there’ll be more. buss.
ness than ever before The
owner warned that motcly, o
peclally the small ones, would

have 1o keep up with the
times

Those motels that don't e
tract now businesxy will “real-
Iy suffer.” he concluded

Tourlsts Are "Confused”

The majority of the small
motel owners in the affected
aren hud one thought in com-
mon-tourists are “confluged
As Marvin LeMastor,
orites the Foots Crook (
try store and traller park
It “They're not
off the freeway., and
don’t even realize (they're near
A river

Thov're lost,” Is the way
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In an effori to oblain beller

signs on the lreeway, eral

. ROGUE RIVER

of people

FOOTS
CR. EXIT

Will travelers leave the wide ribbons of divided pavement for n sconic slower route i they know
aviilable across the river,

the oul-ofsstate traveler know

motel owners have written lo
the state highway commission
secking assistanee, The com-
mission, in turn, hos moet with
area residents to discuss the
situation

Al Head, who suporvises ins
tion of signs for the high.
way commis=ion, hag helped
the motel owners “consider-
ably™ according to some, but
1wers elaim there isn't ades
e =igning. One motel own.
ald the 'Rins-food-lodging™
markers are “very effective,"
while otlfors say they are top
sl and fail to |'m nt out
the scenic altraction of ihe
Rogue river

Shortly after the treeway
opened, the commission pu-\lr"d
a sign near the Fools Creck
exit indicating the turnaoil
for the HRedwood highway
(Highway 188), Under this ar-
rangement; motorista  would
travel along the river on tha

old Highway unth they
reached the ULS, 199 june-
tion in Grants P Earlier

this summer the sign wis res
moved and U.S. 100 wallie
new turns off the Interstite
3 [reeway at the Grants Poss
Sixth st exit. 0 was reporied
the sign was moved for “the
convenlence “of the tsaveling
publie." It wag felt that routs
ing molorists who are travel-
Ing to the const off the (roe-
wiy ol Grants Puss would be
more “direct,”

One motel owner suggested
that the old highway be called
thy b s route,” or some
other degignation that would
identily it as having riverwide
businesses as well belng
another route between Med-
ford and Granis Pass
Erec! Billboard

One atlempl to solve the
Ysign prabilem” and cond the
“conlusion” was the erection
of w 12 by 60 foot billboard
adjacent to the freeway. It
wag pald for by more than 100
owners of molels, resthurants,

Bervice tong, sporting
Boods stores, groey storey,
building suppliers snd other
busin men who have formed

the “Rogue River Business-
men's Association.”

The sign, which cost about
S3.000, was erected in early
April aboul & mile past of the
Fools Creck exil. Located at

the left of the rond the
SIgn cncourages tourmls to
travel the “famous”’ Rogun

river route

The project was speartienc-
od by Mr. and Mis, Jim Oli-
ver, ‘owners of Rogue Valloy
molel located betwoen togue
River and Grants Pass, Scores
weore contacted In
the lagt few months 1o seek
support fop the sign
Not Necessary

Although the sign hibag been
mael enthusinstically okt
people, some feel it 15 “on the
wrong stde of the highway'

whitle others don’t think iU's
necessary,

In their attempt o let tour-
Ist know about the Rogue
river and the busing Iy
the RRBA membe (]

g of other ways to pro-

mate thelr aren, A pamphict
featuring this aren g now
buing pri imper strips

Rogue River
also be distrib-

od, secording to the Olivers
I nolg OWwWner summar-
teed the siluslicn by saying
that the “{recway won'l dam-
age BNy if the arca is prop-
erly pr otied Ahciher
agreed that “those making an
effort™ 1 regard-
L L
I keeping
(1] 1 are "oul
ol hia will
e hurt,” pne stated
Worried Aboul ‘Small Guy
Jack B. Kauiman, who
oW the Motel Del Rogue
near Girants Pass, @ one who
concerned abul what the
frevway s doing o motel bus

highway

Ine lung the nld

s not hurtin
he admits, "1
anouwt 1
fman charges that there
1 cooperatign from the

that lourist facilitics are

ADEQUATE?-Some business owners along Highway 80 be-
tween Gold HIlL and Granls Pass feel that the Oregon High-
way department signs do not tell the motorist enough so they

will leave the
the “scenic river route.”™
downtown molels In Granis
Pass. He said that when tour-
Ists find the downtown motels
filled they follow the “norih-
bound” and “southbound’
signs and end up back on the
Ireownsy without knowing thst
there are xcores of motels
along the old highway

Afler ‘a lottor he wrole on
the situation appeared in the
Grants Pass newspaper, Kaul-
man sald he received at lonst
50 telephone enlls. Forty-live
per cent of the motel owners
supported the eharges, he said.
Owners ol some of the down-
town maotels "apologized™ for
any misunderstanding and in-
wisted that they didn’t discovr-
age tourlsts from {aking the
old highway il the Granls
Pass molels pre Hlled

Jack MeMahan, manager of
the Grints Pass Chamber of
Commeree, rebuked the cries
of “legs business" and the
chntge that downtown motels
are unfair.” He sadd he up-
derstood  that the motels on
the old highway were “doing
quite well' this sammer, I
they want any signs or specinl
promotlon, he continued, they
should “do it thomselves.™”

Responsible 1o Members

MeMaban emphasized (hat
there were only one op two
motels outside of the down-
1own area that belonged to the
chamber of ¢ noerce  and
that “we are responsible to
our members.

A the Kaulman letter
wits printed the munager re
portedly received four or five
calls [rom motel owiiers o
ing the eharges that thoy W
trying “to get all the gravy™
and not help the
little man

Whenevery possible Me-
yed we have
Lo them (motels
J, but the

trying to

Mahoan cont
made referrals
on the old highwas
s primarily respon-

chamber
gibile o Its mambers.

In Jackson iy, Mix
Weston, preside f the Jatk
gy County Motor Courl Hsso-
cistion, sald d

nitely  that
cooperation hetween motels
in the valley 1y needed ' Re-
gording the feevway, Weston
altl the motels woere oing
through # “transitionsl’ pers
o). but would be able to ad
Just
Another poinl ol view on
maotel economics wie tiken by

an ores rodl extute man. The
silesman, who axked his nome
not be mentioned, sald some
of the motels who are cob-
cerned aboul alluﬂ of business

Frooway and seck accommodations along

have "never been highly profs
itable.”

“It takes about 20 units to
make it (owning a motel) prof
itable,” he staled. Several of
the motels [rom Rock Point
to Rogue River are four to
elght units in sige, More than
one of the motel owners tried
ta soll before the freeway was
opened, he noted,

For Sale Signs

The Mail Tribune reporier
found st least three small mo=
tels deserted in the area with
a “for sale” sign posted, Othe«
erg don’t cater to overnight
travelers but rent by the weok
or month to people working
in the area.

On the other bhand, and
flavored with a touch ol
irony, Is the fact thal two mas
Jor developments are planned
for the area-a 100-4pace mo-
bile home park and a molor
cour! resembling the famed
Village Green enlerprise near
Cottage Grove

Although Hitle information
is available on the two pro-
posals, It was learned that the
tratler pork will be known as
Rock Point village. It 15 o
feature & recreation  hall,
swimming pool, putting green
and hobby shop. A billboard,
located on a gite facing the
Rogue River highway near
Rock Point, promises “a come
plete community for adults.”™

Hold Option

The motor coitrt [s expecled
io be logated at the Foots
Croeek exit adjacent to the Ine
terstute 5 freeway, The devels
opers reporiedly have an op=
tion to purchase additional
land acrpss the old highway
an the Rogue river, Al least
one nation-wide oil company
s also expected to join the
project

The consensus seemned (o be
thut the fresway itself won't
be detrimental to the economy
of this particular area, if bus-
inessmen are able to adjust.
The immedinte effect of tak-
ing a main highway away
from one's door (1f he ia & mo-
tel owner who depends on
tourist trade) certainly can,
and has been In some cases,
disastrons, But  with  long-
vange planning and  proper
promotion, the tourists will
gindly leave ihe [reoway to
spend theie money here,

As one person put i1, the
oponing of » freewny has al-
way's affeocled someonca
home or hudiness, and Rogue
River highway ls no excep.
Lon, -




