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Operation Fish Lift

By Stais Game Commisaien Siaff the Casr and voat ‘.‘!~1

Most Oregon anlgers are quite familiar with normal be vate} N ...,..I,
fish stocking operations and have probably obzerved ‘Ew- COMmmiss actis tish g1
many times a hig liberation tank truck roll u.! o a this vy completed 1 A week ago, Not
river bank or lake shore and discharge perhaps a that an waon ah in the high lakes now,

; {or witl L exed WK an othole |
half a ton of trout. Or it may have been a planting for wilnoutl excofp ¢ and polhole in the

boat as it lirst takes on itz load from a tank ‘truck, high country {ish life has ,_"T_..
then sweeps down-river unloading trout cargn as i :’l"‘&'lk‘i'iiiu: another dur the
89!.;;1 fact, it is rumored that some anglers are in- while n"-' S ‘m\ be ‘

frepid 1ib truck or planting boat “chasers”, following BIX \_‘ ﬂ-tAF-mal depending

the loads to the relesse site to get in on ground-floor the angler pressure

angling. And sometimes it pays dividends In quick Glamour and Excilement

limits of trout, but {ish being what they are, the chas- ...] fish plantir

eificient,

ing may also be about as frultless as a bail dunker the ol th the
trying his luck in a bathiub, Rlamuur aud excity nt ls gone of
Aerial Fish Plants providing rv in t places

Bul there's a fascinating kind of fish planting And there is little doubi wdern [ishery

the average angler seldom sces, yet he reaps the biologist is missing out on a thrilling and challenging
rewards year after year in supurb angling. This Is experience

the high lakes acrial fish plants where automation and ‘or the day of the pick Thie [ IR Manting s
airplanes have taken over from the laborious hucket past, So, 100, is the swend and toil of jugaling heavy
brigade and pack sirings of a score ol years ago crgam cang in which the watey m be changed at

Anglers ‘packing Into the back country lakes: of each creck sing if the loads of fish nre to reach
i ude  des n o alive. Gope are the
the grime, (i WOrry

an 1l
r fun Hn Lo, s
and [izh load an a steep
2 balky mule that decides
the mountain than he does up
Campsile Scona Recalled

There were fried bacon and beans, smolly socks
hunz on a forked stick 1o dry, the creak of =addle
leather, and the musigal tinkling of the bell mare on
a frosty marning, There were swealy mon and sweaty
horses who aired nselves somewhat in a cold
mountain lake in the heat of the day. A week end
down the mountain may mean clean garments, a hot
bath, and shave—unless trout were waiting and time
would not allow

Perhaps as many lakes were planted then as now,
but it was an allsummer job that began with the
spring thaw and ended when snow and cold again hit
the high country. And ecach time a eream can of rain-
bows or ecastern brook trout was dumped inlo a lnke,
there was decp satisfaction, a sense of «omplishment,
as horse wranglers and blologists : wilched the
little youngsters swim away into the depths °
Rrow in a year or two and provide even more exolle
ment and sallsfaction 1o a pack-in -'r!'-uh-: with rod
and [ly, Then Il was down the tain Lo reload,
only to return again to the next J-L. and the next,
until blizzards and a lowering snowline called s halt
to the high Inkes operations

losing pack horse
lope: or perhaps
5 1L better down

Aerated Tanks Instead of Cream Cans AND AWAY THEY GO—A lever is nn.ﬂrrt and {rout and
But methods change with the times and the aerial waler are sluiced from the plane o [all like raindrops
fish lift has now replaced the pack siring. and test into the lake below. Release here was made over upper

tubes and aerated l'ank‘ have poshed the cream cans
aslde. During this aerlal fsh 1M which tonk

- ., nine dave of {Iving Lime, pearly a million troul wepe
o e denpped g rain inlo dome 230 lakes in the
‘_‘ 3 Uity Wallowa and Elkhorn mouniains of eastern Orogon
; 3 and along the backbone of the Cascades from ML
Hood on the north (o the Wild Lakes Primitive area

like [a

The flight plan for each trip and the allocations
for each lake pn the {light schedile (= prepared well
in advance, Large walers such ag Marion lake in the
Jeflersan park country may réquire the entire pay
lnad, or aven two flights, while smaller lakes such
as Jorn or Mowich in the same aren may tiake only
A single tank compartment, or two or more depending
ne on its size and the normal angling pressure.

s in the trunsfer of Acrlal fish planting begins at the Hatehery when
fish from hotchery to p At the Fall River landing, fish lo be stocked are seined into a holding pen.
the transfer is made directly from hatchery to plane, From the pen, or from a tank truck previously brought
while at others the fish are first hauled to the aire from the hatchery, biologists earcfully weigh out
sirip by tank truck. the required number of trout for each Inke on the

MEASURES TROUT—Manty Montgomery, district [ishery biologist st Bend,
earefully measures fingerling troul from a pond at the game commissions Fall o Hha el

River hatchery. The young troul * then transferred tn :wm_lrrt tanks for an Operatinn “fich L™ s
norial fish [ift into Oregon’s back country lnkes (Game Commizsion photo) River

1 from  the Hooed
airstrip, the Chiloquin airstrip. the Fall River

airstrip, and he airstrip al Joseph, Each field is lo-
1 caled a shHorl distante or lew miles [rom a g
commission hs for quick:

Also Golden Trout flight schedule, These are placed In a live.compart-

Rainbow and eastern braok trout il several ment acrated hopper mounted to a hydraulie HiL on
game corimission hatcheries form bilk of the the stern of & truck. Each compuartment ls marked a
high lake plante. Cutthroal trout are docked in o few differenl eolor, as are the compartments aboard he
lakes, and for the anglor who likes a trophy fish in plane, Careful timing, easential 1o the welfare of the

the hard-lo-get places; the

stocked in a few sl

golden trout s fish, completes this work as the plane touches |is

ins wheels on the runway

beautiful

Aerial fish plant n & dozen yoars Aorial Photographs Used
AED OfN AN experime i speed It Is then a simple procedure (o bick the truck
tp the hi as well as reduce the againgl the plane, holsl the tank overliead, and flush
manpower s gince developed inlp a fast fish and water inlo the corresponding compartments
and efficient method of stocking Oregon's back eoun below, The pilot v then instructed on the Tlight
try wa 3 swehodule and. for easge in their localion, given an
The graph and maps of the lakes 1o be stocked

tled by Sam Whiltney a aecrial pho
L ght a new The tinie lapse from louchdown 1o take-off Is seldiom

WwWherg ne brmg

1o operalinmn Wi cappter, a mare than len minules
SZCDN‘D PHASE—Operation acrial fizh 1Mt in second phage of transferr fa craflt modiling v fivet srtment As be approaches the Largel ares, the pllot Intates
fingerling trout from aerated hopper aboard a flat-bed truck into the aera acrated tank and capable of stocking fve Inkes on » \he Like or lakes [rom hig aeriil Pl i
hoppers aboard the aireraft. 1Game Commission pholo) single flight makes his run. The dropping of lah s much I’.ri\" HEID

Mercy Flights’ Planes carry 1,454 Patlents in 13 Years

as anolher |sary 1o take her (o the pollo land headwir

and was con- |{o its appointed meeling over [going slowly. Hale's rescue |

By SANDRA ARANT week. They are available for l»nl\ got s [far

Mail Tribune Stalf Writer use in all kinds of misgions vd lodge, Marial. Word l[lﬁA in Eugene, The seaquently  late returning | Marial by land wis proving mueh
Thirteen syears ago, in 1t 1 arch and re sent out | Hale was |had trouble with wing  Hrom the Lrip and continuing The rescue operalions Were o oow and loo expensive
4 . sl b i . a e COreE 5
of Aug q A rated by e njured, MI1dnrl rL nt‘l st An Alr Force helicopter was
TS the ors of L7 eturned to v
. L‘:r-l.“‘r.l t ; fr:.rv o pick up Dr . bBrought from MeChord field
vice of Mer o e " in Taecomn, Wash, to help
R — } ] L8 n i
= R Grat Pa {lew Dr. Mikkel. - = with' the: aperation
= srants | {1 N I ! - 1
scrvic _ : A prie iy fiear 31, possible 1o S Dr Mikkelsgon decided
a3 I Sy ... |-..r- C ’ Marial, a strip foven . miles 3 i that rmoscue by helicopior
was bogu ' 'H"' : » 5 Tha would he less harsh on the
and contir = |patient than continuing tha
e ) ¥
ber. At tha ¢ . | [ nd rescur, so Hale wis
alrplane wis w7 Mien ol by “copler. The entire
Mercy 1 T 2 I ’

[ Wi scue operation had laken
f f .} ! A ' . { ® "
i 1ro shturd whn nie
aupe het ¥ In violent turbul om  Soatu Whirn III I.I
» thre \ 0Dt AT e o "o crashed In the tred tll:..|,,|u ared il nl
H ¥ owing nursaa W mn he
i ; " the Indge. Plans wer wing T “ |
T Blly en o ; Pl
~ P hme Connos ceqtiosted Me by the ta w finally taken 1o a Gra
: g hoxpitil
T 1- old logging 8 hoxpl
iy e i . B ; river and hring Hale H|||u| mission nve also
tientis. Of th ¢ SCAL inng ¢ river  an ring e o
i - . anee and bulldozees been performed by
yave been I L, 3 | 8.

Flights planes. Al one
two members of o Boy
{troop on a hike down the [l
[Hinois river canyon fell and
|were injured. Each had mul

iplcked for the Agp

tiple fractures of the arms
and legs. The scoulmaster,
altor exhmini the bow
twa othern oo
wa C ke 1o 1)
A [} rd |
] ] r
Is ki ; . ot ‘ : ‘ i S
oy et e | Black Bas p Hate, and | perform M Flights,| MERCY FLIGHTS PLANE—One of the largesi owned he corporation and "
5 .I e | i o d ) Ih sdditlon, a voung git Lhres ' . i by Mer Fliz T frure axt [all. The planes fiy all | wit them ¢
ke planes a all 2% 1 NEVE A e rd w 1 chken own at the Medlard M ‘ kinds of missions Including sesrch and |atralc #1h medionl sup
h $ ; By = BeVER A A iaei e guias d (with pofio, and it was neces:| This plane, a {winengine Beecheralt, I the  resous Inl.'ﬂ The men gave Diest aid |

Hanks lake, Jocated aboul ope hall-mile north of he
Tavlor Burn rd, n few miles from Little Cullus lake in
gentral Oregon, (Game Commission photo)

bomliing practiced extensively during the last war
but minus the skip. The center of the lake iz the
Larget bullseyve

Accuracy is uncanny. even in a pothole no more
than an acre or two in size, as the plane glides in on
n shallow run, then up and out as fish and waler
are relopsed, Cften pack-in anglers [fishing from a
rubber dinghy or pole rafl have been surprised to
goe an alrplane bearing In on them and suddenly
find themselves sprayoed with wriggling fish and some
20 gallons of waler
rinl fish drops are made al elevations of not
leas (han 100 feet aliove the water, Elevations under
100 feel may result In dnjury or deith to the fish as
thelr air speed has not beep reduced to the normal
full rate by the time they hit the water. Optimum
elevation ix from 150 to 500 feot. Higher elevations
cause no horm, but the accuracy of the drop diminish.
o8 as elevations increase above that point

Entire flights seldom take an hour's fying tme
from take-olf to landing, Most [lighls are set up an
30 1 45.minute schedules, This gives the one o three-
rap biological crew time to weigh out allocations
for the noxt (light, load the hopper for transfor, and
mitke other preparations necessary

Storms or bad alr may halt flying oporations for
A iy or twa Early rning ks usunlly the best fly.
ing. but if air and weather permil as many as elght
t ten (lghts may boe made In & day's tme. ‘'he entire
air 10 his year for the stocking of pearly a million
trout Into 250 back couniry lakes spanned less than a
throvsweek period

fo the scouts, and then start-|boys wore treated by a nurse
ed the trok towned ARnou.Iwhlln flying back to Med-
This was accomplished parts|ford, With the pilot, nurse,
ly by lund and partly in a|and both young men in the
small flat  bottomed ht.natElllllnl'. plus the equipment
[loating down the Rogue |Which had been brought to
river, nssigl, the plane was =0
The Merey Flights plane heavy thot the bovs' molh-
sx reseus | ors could not fly to Medford
wias a “souped up’ veérsion of inh them
the Twin Cesna “Bamboo| The pilot of & light plane
Bomber ' After some trou. (offered o fly the mothers 1o
ble with air turbulence, the |[Medford so ihey would not
pilot suceceded In landing in | have to make the fourshour
a clearcd ares at Agness, AL [Wip by ear
ter whiling soveral hours The Mercy Flights plane
for 1w s i 1o arcive, the arvived safely In Medfoid,
plane, carrying the pilot, [and the voulhs were taken (o
the patients, and a good deal [the hospital by ambulance,
of medical equipment, w-.n'OnI:. then wis it discovered
able with some difficulty to |that the plane carrying the
take off. A 30-minute flight {mothers was lost somewhero
hrought the boys to Med-{above the cloud cover,
ford | Through the use of a direc
In stll wnother case, two|ton finder at the Mediord
teensige boys from Happy [Munieipal alrport, the plane
Camp, Calil, were Injured |was directed to a cloud-free
by shrapnel and burning [alrport some 30 miles away. i
powder from the explosion |Mercy Flights then senl a
of u homomaode rockel, This ' plane (o bring the mothers
fn mituted fying over the!on te Medford
S ou mounlaing 1o get Week in and week out

the hays

sdicnl facilivies. | Mercy Flights performs such
I'n meet the cmergency, a acts of rescus and medical
plane corrying a nurse and aid. The flights provide ser-
medical supplies Hlew down { viges ta all people in need of
the Klamath river help. Subseriptions are avalls
The twe badly injurced able to all valley residents,




