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DISMAL HISTORY OF CONSUMER COUNCILS
Editor's note: This is the second in a serios of five articles

wtion, accord- | on consumer councils,

The history of efforls to give you, as a consumer, a voice
at the highest level of government—just as labor has a volce

and busineéss haz a volee and agricullure has a voice—is
“not replete with successful | procedents” drily remarked
Dr. Walter W. Heller, chairman of the President’s Council

of Economic Advisers, in his informational greeling to the
12 members of the newly organized Consumers' Advisory
Councit at thelr first meeting in the While House a few
days ago

It ceptainly isn't. In faet, the history ks downright dismal-|
and this alone adds significonce to President Kennedy's
pioneering move In appointing thig council of six men and |

{kix women to advise the executive branch of the government |

i to protect the family sa |

| together by Dr

| viewpoints could be heard while the codes were being writ

on' s
prote

ies of broad economic policy and programs both (o
toand to inform consumers

It also underlines the meaning ol tha President's wel-
coming remarks that “This is not intended to be a council
of window-dressing. This is a counell which 1 hope will
go through the life of this Administration and other Admin-
istraiions .. . .”

Here is a brief rundown cf
ing the consumer

past experiments with giv-
v independent voice in Washington, put
Persia Campbell, professor and chalrman of
the economics department of Queens College in New York,
an expert long identified with consumer programs and a
member of the new CAC

(1) In the early 1830s, one of the New Deal laws passed
by Congress el up the National Recovery Administration to
establish “codes of fair competition™ which would help put
floors under profits and wages. A Consumers Advisory
Board to the NRA was created along with an Industrial
Advisory Board and a Labor Advisory Board so all three

ten. From the start, the CAB ran into trouble. It was hard
pven to ind “consumer representotives” and when the CAB
finnlly was named in 1934, It consisted mainly of profes.
and leaderz of women's organizations. Moreover, bo-
cause the consumer group was gencrally opposed 1o price. |

sors

{xing arrangements. the NRA administrator himself de-
tested 11, The CAB died when the NRA was liguidated

(2 Algo In the early New Deal. In the less than a decade

of Its Hife, the Consumers Council frequently fought wilh
the Administration of which it was a part, for the AAA was
trying to riaise farm pri and coniral the flow of such
products &s milk (o the market to stabillze prices. This

office was killed in World War 11

(@) In 1937, a third experiment fook place when a Con.
sumers Council was appointed to the Nationn] Bituminous
Conl Commission, designed to control coal production and
fix prices at the mines. The conflicts of interest we
whelming, This one was ghort:lived too

(4 During and for a while after World War I1 consumers
wore ropresented in ihe warlimes agencies of the Office |
of Price Administration and the Office of Price Stabilizution, |
These consumer committees, says Dr, Compbell, “identified
themselves as consumer representalives, al least with respect |
o price control and rationing.” They died when the agencies
were dissolved

(5) From 1046 to 1952, the President’n Council of Eco-
nomic Advivers conferred from time Lo time with & Nal ul
Constimer Advisory Comtnittee which it had appointed. The
comimitter had to influence. 1 faded away |

Why go dismul a record? |

An obvious reason why is that most consumers wear
two hats and the hat with which they rarely identify
themselves is that of the consumer as such, You. as a wage-
earner, will identify yourself with your union battling for
the biggest pay hike posxible or you, as a businessman,
will identify with your industry irying for the best price-
profit possible—bul neither of you will identify your-
sell primarily as a consumer who might sulfer from your
wage-price.profit policies,
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Next: Status of the “Consumaerny’ Protection' program.
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The American Red Cross re-
minds farm families that safe
ty and accident prevention are
lifelong, not just week long
Koals
Accidents, on the farm as
clsowhere, cannot be foreseen,
but meny

director of Red Cross safety

Biologists Attend
Corvallis Meeting

Corvallis-"The lorgest scien

| tific meeting ever held in the

Pacific Northwest s under
way al the Oregon State uni
vorsity.,

The event js the annual
meeting of the Americen In-

stitute of Riologicul Sciences, |

held thia yenr joiptly with
that of the Pacific Division of
the American Assovintion for
the Advancement of Sclence
The meeting, attended by
about 4,000 biologists will
continue through Tuesday
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Your Mercury Dealer can show you why
your car Is worth more than you dreamed.
WE NEED YOUR CAR for our used car lot and
we're prepared to make tremendous trade-
in allowances in order to get it, we NERD
noom for the upcoming new models, so we'll
cut prices to the bone on these exciting, |
stylish '62 Mercurys, Don't miss out on
this opportunity to make a 24 karat deal
on a brand new Mercury.
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PLUS: FREE
GOLD RUSH GAME!Tt

tush game ANSOUUTILY

Pick
new
Monterey, Remember, all three Meor
CUrys

ALL AT YOUR MERCURY
DEALER'S GOLD MINE!!

Evervone strikox
gold during your
Mercury Dealer's
62 Gold Rush. Don't
misn out on the fun,
excitemant, {ree
gifts and the best
deal in tawn

(GOLDDIGGER'S
PARADISE)

vour own denl on & beautiful
62 Mercury Camet, Meteor or

reprasent o superb comblination

of economy and elegant styling. You

money- when you buy n Mertury

whon vou operate a Mercury
and highest rosale values insure your
nvestment. Get in on the Gold Rush
tonday )
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