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PIONEERING CONSUMER COUNCIL IN WHITE HOUSE
For the first time in the almost two centuries the United

States has been a nation, you as a consumer of goods and
services are to Ket a voice at the highest level of govern-
ment through the newly organized Consumers' Advisory
Council, attached to the President's Council of Economic
Advisers in the White House.

It is a pioneering move, the fulfillment of a plcdce made
during the 1960 election campaign by President Kennedy
and of a directive he gave to the CEA In his March 15
message to Congress on "Consumer's Protection and In-

terest." While, as the New York Times cynically noted in
an editorial entitled "A Bone for Consumers," Kennedy
waited a year and a half before naming the council, this
doesn't seem so long a time against the background of 186
years that the consumer has been waiting for this high
level of representation.

It is a council composed of six men, six women, a mix-
ture of Democrats and Republicans who come from all over
the country and whose backgrounds reveal a lifelong dedi-
cation to programs to inform the consumer on matters af-

fecting his health, safety and pockctbook, to safeguard the
consumer against fraud and deceit, to advance the consum-sumer'- s

standard of living.
Dr. Helcne G. Canoyer, dean of Cornell University's School

of Home Economics, is the council's chairman. I'm one of
the members and in this and the next four columns, I'll re-

port on the council, ils possibilities and pitfalls, and the
status of consumer legislation in the U. S. today.

Being a pioneering group, the council itself must writ
Hi own rules ranging from whether a coun-
cil ii lo big or loo small to what should b lis relation-
ship with tht President and ih various agencies of gov-
ernment. But tht council has its terms of reftr-nc- t

and they're certainly broad tnough. Htrt art tht
thrtt "primary functions":

(1) The council is "to advise the Executive Branch of
the Government on issues of broad economic policy."

The CEA has a business advisory committee, a labor
advisory committee, both of which it frequently consults on
economic issues, and now it has a consumers' advisory com-

mittee. CEA chairman Dr. Walter W. Heller says the eco-
nomic issues could include recommendations ranging from
tax cuts to controls over watered hams. In my mind, the
consumers' interests in this area would fall into clearly
discernible patterns.

For instance, we as consumers surely would be in favor
of policies: preserving the buying power of our dollar
meaning we would be against government or private pol
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(2) The council is "to advise the Executive Branch of the
Government on governmental programs protecting consumer
needs."

This one sounds simple but it would be full of pitfalls,
for the fact is there is a widespread feeling that programs
In the consumer's interest are automatically
It's nonsense but it's so. If this council could by thought
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the Government on the flow of consumer research material
from the government to the public."

Tht nttd here ii great and urgent. There is an im-

mense amount of information withi.i tht government agen-
cies which could bt of practical htlp to consumtrs but
most of you don't know what information is available
and most agencies don't know how to gtt Iht information
to you.

The council has organized; it has a budget, a small staff.
The President has told it that he hopes it "will not be orna-
mental but will be functional." The members have returned
to their offices from coast to coast to do their homework,
and a second working meeting is set within a few weeks.
The show, ns Heller put it at one point, is on the road.

Ntxti Tht dismal history of consumer councils.
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Area Riders Win At
Christmas Valley

Two Jackson county riders
were among the winners in
July 21 Christmas Valley
rodeo near Bend.

Jim Perry, and Dick Perry,
both Eagle Point, placed third
and fourth, respectively, in
the calf roping event. They
received $48 and $23.

Some 172 persons competed
for S4.960 in prizes at the
event.
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Picket Violence
Wallowa -- mrii- A Wallowa

county grand jury has indict-
ed eitiht men as a result of
picket line violence at the J.
Herbert Bate lumber mill here
July 23.

The men are expected lo
color pleas before Auk. 13.

Charues acaiust another 17
arrested on charKcd of assault
and ballery and participating
in a riot have been dismissed,
Disl. Atty. Keith Wilson said.

The violence occurred when
workers attempted

to pass through picket lines
set up by Local 2HH6 of the
Lumber ant1 Sawmill Workers
Union. Six persons were

and three cars damaged
in the melee. "
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