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Candy-striped parachutes are casy for the ground observer to spol when watehing
members of the Skydivers group make their jumps. A jumper moay free foll down 1o
2,000 feet, a1 which time he must open his parachute.  The jumpers  sometimes fly o
heights of 15000 feel before leuving the plane. (Knackstedt photo)

Members of the Skydivers prepare to {lv 1o o suitable height for jumping, as one
of the group demanstrates the proper form for leaving the plane when in the air. The
right hand door Is removed to allow the men Lo lepve the plane casily. All Tour places
i the plane are provided with safety belts, and for the man In the rlght front seat
there is a hold strap, (Knackstedi photo)
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By SANDRA ARANT
Mail Tribune Stalf Writer

Parachute jumping, one of the fastesl growing sports
i the United States, requires lop physical conditioning
and stable nerves

Although many people are intrigued by the danger
involved in jumping from an airplane from heights
between 2,500 and 15,000 feet, this factor is secondary
o members of the Skvdivers, local juriping group
These men are Interested in the competitive aspects of
the sport

As an Independent group, the Skydivers are in
charge of training itheir members, packing their own
parachutes, and maintaining their own safety faclors. The
ciub meets each Sunday morning, ¥ear round at
Valley Aviation, Ine,, at the Medford municipal airpori
Although they jump most Sundays, during the hot sum-
mer months they may Jump only every other Sunday.
Medical Certificate Necessary

Young men must be ot least 18 vears of age 1o
participate In jumping activities, and each member
must have o medieal eectificate from a quallfied physi
clan. A new skydivers must go through a ground train
ting period of at least four week ends be he i
allowed in the plane. During this period he learns how
tn fall, how to pack his parschute, and other informa-
tion essential for the safety of the jumper

He is then tnken for an erientation ride in the air
plane. At thiz time he learns proper jumping position,
how the jumper leaves the plane, and the gencral feel
aof the airplane,

The new jumper iz then reéady for his first jump
He and two other men elimb into the Cesgna 182 piloted
by Al Monroe, and fly to jumping level, On the first
jump, made In & fatic line parachute, the Jumpor may
leave (he plane aboul 2,500 feet
Parachute Opens Automatically

The static lipe parachute ppens automatically when
the man leaves the plane. The ripeard of the chute Is
attached to the plane by & nylon rope aboul five feel long
Ag the man jumps, the pull of the cdord irips the rip-
vord, then either breaks or slips the knot

The beginning jumper makes a minimum of five
statie line jumps. 'Out of these five, he mugl make al
least three dummy ripeord pulls, develaping the actinn
he must use in free fall jumps

After the gtatie Hne juthps, he 1z ready for hix first
free [all jump. A= he gaing in experience, he may jump
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State Parks Better Attended

Oregon’s state parks are belng betler attended
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When making jumps ot over 2000 feet the skydiver
must be equipped with reliable Ingtrumen's, an altl
meter and stop wateh, The safety of the skydiver s
protected ot all times. The elub follows all rules of the
Parachute club of America, national jumping nrganiza-
tion. Only rogulation equipment s usiod,

THe jumper [ provic with & reserve parachute, just
in case the large one doesn't open. The reserve chutes
are packed amid inspected by Morton Gossetl, and his
brother, Lee Gossett, leensed rigiers for the group.
This must be done every 90 dayvs,

Other Jumping Equipment

In addition, jumping equipment includes boots, Jump
suit, helmet, gloves, gopgles, and other protective equip-
ment. Initial cost of equipment for the sport jumper
ugunlly rung about 3110, including the cost aof the
parachute.

The parachutes are 28 feel in diameler, and are made
al durable nylon, The shroud lines are made of
nyvlon. The patachutes ure abtained from surplus govern-
maoni stoek, and are usually dyed by the jumpers them-
selves. Modifications gre made in the chules for guidance
purposes. These dnclude gores, which can be used tn
determine divection, to make the parachutist stand still
in the ale, or Lo move him backward.

Ready to Compete in Ailr

As the skvdivers altaln proficiency, they are ready
tn compete and practice alr maneuvers. There are
many of theses, usunlly aceamplished during free fall
time. Included are such exercises a8 rolls, figure eights,
and the passing of a baton from one man o another,
The maneuvers take place before the parachule s
& opened

After the parpchule opens, the jumpers may prae-
tice hitting a presmarked target area, To do this, they
must make use of the guidelinos attached to the shroud
lines of the chule.

Naotonly do the members of the grpup eompele gmong
themselves, but they alss enter In competition with nther
groups arourd the country, When asked, they may also
perform in exhibition

Although the idea of fulling thraugh space (= alisn
to most people, the danger found (n the sport s nearly
eliminated through vse of safety parachules, safoly train-
ing, and careful packing of regular patachutes.

H ls & sport flled with excitement, (s eolarful, and
Ia excellent physical training for the men who par.
ticipate,
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Park and Logging Musetwm, 34 miles north of Klamath Filly, features
sfedivian 1o camping and plenicking facilites, The
Py v s be [ Nemed, adcwd S g way 07 oorth of Crater Lake Jutiction.




