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Caddis-fl- Larva Has
Many Strange Habits

No stranger habits or char-
acteristics could be credited
lo any creature than those
practiced by an insect com-

mon in streams and ponds
known as the caddis-fl- larva,
the immature form of the
moth-lik- caddis fly.

This little aquatic creature
constructs a "home" out of

pieces of debris; odds and ends
of leaves, stems of water
plants, sand Krains and liny
slivers f wood, all of which
are easily found on the bot-

tom of a brook.
This case or portable home,

held t o fi e t h e r with silk
threads, is messy but service-
able. Often the outside is dec-

orated with bits of broken
snail shells. The inside, where
the larva lives, is lined with
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construction of the case in
which they will live during
the larval period; collecting
the odds and ends necessary
for their messy home, but al-

ways certain to line the inside
with silk.

Silk
There is a species of caddis

fly larvae that constructs nets
or traps from silk, produced
by large glands in the mouth.
The nets, about the size of a

man's little finger, are attach-
ed to stones, the open end
facing the current of the
brook.

Small insects, loo weak to
fight the water current, are
swept along and many are
washed into the open funnel
of the caddis fly trap. The cad-

dis fly larvae visit the trap
frequently and remove the
captured prey. While visiting
their "nets" the larvae drag
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The larva backs in at the

open end, attaches its forccp-- '
like hooks, located on the tip
end of the abdomen, to the
inner rear end of the case, the
head and forelegs protruding
from the open end.
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being treated in the Rogue
Valley hospital for a fractur-
ed pelvis, state police said.
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Airman Third Class David
II. niddle. Shady Cove,

was graduated from
the Air Force technical train-
ing course for aircraft engine
mechanics at Sheppard Air
Force base, Texas.

lie is now being reassigned
to Travis Air Force base, Cali-

fornia. He is a gradual e of
Kagle Tuinl Mich school, and
is the son of Mr. and Mrs
Harold J. Middle. Shady Cove.
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