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I Washington -0M— 1t costs

lalot of money 1o test nuclear
WeApOns,

o A yesr ago the Atomic En«
ergy commission was asking
o [ | Congress for $4 million under
"the heading of weapon tlest-
Mr. T.R. - She won't it
a finger a! home and 1 want | ing
her to get out
Mree. T. R, - She has no

That amoun!, AEC officials
| said, would be just about
enough to keep a skelelon
force at the Nevada test site
through the 1762 fiscal year
which ended June 30,

In less than a year, that $4
million estimate for testing
shot up to $223,500,000,

The U. S. taxpayer has So-

|vier Russia to thank for this
added burden. On Sept. 1,
1961, Russia broke a three-

| vear moratorium and began
the greatest test series in the
history of nuclear arms; ! g

On Sept. 15, 1061, the

United Stales resumed test

explosions in Nevada, deto-

nating them under ground to

keep from spreading radio-

artivity through the atmos-

phere.

Because of the progress

made by Russia with her al-

mospheric tests, however, this

country was driven in April

{o resumption of abave:ground

experimental detonations in

the Pagifie,

The AEC bill of $223,500,

000 for the Nevada and Pa-

cific tests covers a total period

of about nine months. It is

aboul half what the United

States spent In 34 yvears on

its Mercury man-in-space pro-

Kram,

Nuclear devices are them-

selves costly, much more pre-

cious than gold. But they rep- |
resent only a part of the ex- l

pense of blowing them up.

Incremed Costs

Officials say the under- '

ground tests in Nevada cost

about twice what the same

experiments would cost if care

ried out above ground at the

same site. Drilling shot cham-

bers in wells and tunnels hun-

dreds of feol below the sur-

face s exiremely expensive,

S0 are a lot of other things,

such as trucking supplies,

bullding living quarters, don-

structing alr-conditioned labe

oratories, and installing a mul-

titude of other equipment in

the Nevada desert.

To carry out the far bigker

test shots In the Pacific re

quired hasty mobilization of

a task force of 12,000 men

P $
R
S
and hundreds of ships and air-

SI P craft, It also necessitated the
r

« | provigion of Thor rockets for
high altitude tesis over John-
son lsland,

The AEC does not break
down test costs by category,
50 it is impossible to say what
the nuclear devices themselves
added to the bill. Moreover,
the defense department in.
curred certain costs in the Pa.
cific series which presumahly
are not included In the AEC
expense figure,

However costly, the Nevada
and Paciflc tests have pald
off in terms of Information
noeded to Improve the nation's
nuclear arsenal, aceording lo
AEC chairman Glenn T, Sea-
borg.

He lold the House - Senate
atomic energy committes that
the Nevada tests “discloged
urgent needs which will be
met on a priority basis."

He told & House appropria-
tlons subcommittes that the
Pacific atmospheric tosis
“have yielded much needed

and very useful new informa-
l[nn.

wihere to gn and 't worry
uhdut her
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Mr. T.R. = 1 think it's high
Lime we got lough with Mil
He. What do you think of & 22
yearold girl who, sits around
the house all day, watehing
TV, resding and eating? Her
mother ie sckly, and so al
first 1 thought it wonld be &
good idea for Millie o stav
home.  Afier squeezing
through high wschonl, that's
whitl she wianted to do - noth
ing! But 1 Hgured she'd help
her mother

Instend, she sat back and
added 1o my wife's huyrdens
The wark got so heavy 1 had
1o engage a mald Now Millie
asks the maid o do the things
for her she uped to make her
mpther do
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Mre. TR, = You don't Jusl
firn out & daughtor, Whery
wonild she go? Millie's never |
been particularly ambitious
She barely  finished high
sehonl and has oo gpecial
training for o job. Mayvbe she
could lenrn to sall in » store |
hot ahe dogsn't know the first
thing abont bysiness
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the logs out of the woods to a
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