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Lincoln Signed
Land Grant Act
100 Years Ago

By JAMES R. QUINN

Omaha, Neb, <liMf- One hun.
dred years ago on July 1,
Abraham Lincoln scratched
hiz signature on a document
known as the Rallroad Land
Grant acl.

Lesg than seven vears la-
ter, the new law had made
posgible lwo ribbons of stecl
track streiching 1.775 miles
from Omaha to Sacramento,
Calif, The law opened the way
to the wesi

The Land Grant act provid, |
ed that large tracts of land be
given several rallroad corpor- |
ations, In return, the rallroads
agreed to lay tracks

The Union Pacifie Pa]lmudr
company wag the first to be
commissioned. The company
was granted nearly 19 million
acres of public domain, most
of it territory known anly ta
the Indians, stagecoach driv-
ers and pony express riders, |
Central Pacific's commission-
ing followed a =hort time la.
ter

In whal the government
cilled “one of the marvels of
the age,” the Union Pacific
and Central Pacific laid the
track from Omaha o Sacra:
moento in less {han seven cal-
endar yoars.

The final “'golden spllke"
wis hammered into place at
Promontory, U tah . May 10, |
1866, The life line 1o the west
wax complele

The (ranscontinental tele
graph wire, finished only 714
years carlier, chattered out to
the nation the single word: |
"Done."” f

The road, based op millions
of heavy wood ties, was buili
by Union Pacific forces work-
Ing west from Omaha and
Ceniral Pacific crews working
east from Sacramento,

From Omaha the Union Pa-
cifie branch lald down 1,088
miles of track, despite bitler
weather and the raids of the
great plaing Indjan tribes who]
were becoming alarmed over
the Increasing migration of
whites, The men who did it
were mostly Irish immigrants,

From Sacramento, more

than 12,000 Chinese coolies
shouldered an even tougher
job, There was heavy blasi
ing through the Sierra Ne-
vida and Rocky mountains,
There were the same fiurce
weather and Indian raids

On one B0.anile sirelch
alone, 15 tunnels had to he
blasted through the moun.
tains |

The Union Pacitic, the only
rail lnk to the west unil
completion of the Northern
FPacifle in the middle 18805
triggered the firsl stage of a
trans - Missisgippi population
explosion,

In 1860, the population of
the entire wesl was just over
a million persons. Most of
these lived within a day's
travel of the Mississippl riv-
er,

Just 30 years Inter, the US
census bureau counted more
than 25 million persons west
of ithe Mississippi. They in
cluded miners, trappers, busi
nessmen and farmers — farm. |
et who flooded in by the
thousands to take advantage
nf provisions of the Home
stead act, signed only 40 days
before the Railroad Land
Grant act

The “iron horse” of the lute
18008 proved quickly 1t could
conguer the great American
desert, (he Rockles, Sierras
and the weather

Whete a  stageconch  trip
from Omabn to ¥irginie Cily, |
Nev., had reguired 17 davs
and nights of 1 ravel hefore
1862, a rail trip from Oimaha
{0 Sacramento now took less
than a wenk

The rallroad specded the |

tndustrial revolution of the |

100 eentury, puttin

£ ag-|

ric we und timber deposifs |
of west within reaching
distance of the industrial east
The rallrond also brough
the security neetded by  the
growing  population. Gen
William' T, Sherman, & rmy

commander of the went after

the Civil war, sald the rail

road wan “"positively essontia) |
to the binding together of the

republic

Privafe Electric |
Energy Sales Dip

Salem - AP - Jonel C. Hill
State Public Utility Commii
slaner, sald Tueeds
Vate elecitie enc
Oregon dropped  slightly  in
May, compared (o Mas, 1061

During May, 462,000 ros
dential customers  consymed

That pr

more than 463 million kil
Watls hogrs - 28 of § per cont
below May of last vear

This ix the First montlh sinie
March. 1068, when electrit
energy  salen have not
areased over the provious
year

Hill quoted a spokesman for
the biggest electric utility In
Oregon PagHic Power &
Light Co ay saving a com
bination of weather, billing

Ing, and loss of revenue dus
to a sile of an operating area
accounted for the leveling off

MEDFORD

INFORMAL
MODELING

FRIDAY AND SATURDAY

July & and

‘\'.h.il""‘ s Second Floor

12:00 .. 3:00 ...

= JANT/EN

just wear a sm

FALL LAY-AWAY |

)¢

and a small monthly payment
holds your selection till fall . ..

A. Softspoken fur blends; lanibswoaol, nylan
and fur fibres. Tailored in our sweater shirt,
ribbed and cuffed, $14.98; over a narrowly

tapered homespun fextured skirt, $12.98,

3. Here is Jantzen's Mandarin pullover, $12.98;
with our Fur Fancy Skirl $12.98, Sizes 34-
40; 8-18.

C. Jantzen's new cardigan of an exclusive wool
blend, the great Italian inspired flat knit,
Janessa, Perfectly matched te an all wool
Man Flannel skirt of stitched down pleats.
Cardigan 34-40, $13.98. Skirt 8-18, 514 98,

D. Jantzen Janessa, the new flat knlt is hers
in fashion's newaest art form, Venetian roses
$22.98; over a Sweater Skirt with elasti-
cized waist $12.98. Sizes 34-40, 8-18.

E. Renaissance, a dimensional medallion de-
sign in flal knit Janizen Janessa, $19.98;
with a Date Maker Sleeveless dress, elastis

cized at the waist $19.98.
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