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For nearly three hundred vears Americans have celebrated Inds
pendence day. Although we still observe ot as a national holiday.
the excitement and festivities that marked the 'Glorious Fourth” seem
to be a thing af the past. Paaple traveled for miles around te hald
picnics in the patk. There was horse racing, pie sating contests
watarmelon feeds, sack racing, pageanis;, and, best of all, fireworks
that streaked throogh the cky and hiyret in an awesnme eascade ol
tire,
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Th 5 outh Cregon streoy  n facksoanville
and typical 2ine of about 75 vears ago. The threse b
parthy shown Building ar the ek iy the histaric Masenic lodge

Many ftamilies, sven a1 they do today, spe the F t t July hohhdays at some camp sp vy nat ol ’ . - e

the valley. In the 1998y car awnery often farmed groups and feaveled caravan style. The esarly day autoy chugped With the advent of the "horssless carriage,’ these became popular for parades and were lavishly decorated with rad,

arid raitlad ava uh ady; Nad tires or haated o ps ware common. The aorup piciured ahove had white and hlue bunting, tlags and crepe paper. This piciure, taken in tiont of the fire hall and showing part of the

vonped far 4 v nr the Wy 18 Dead Indla add rnringG The attraction thare, hesides the conl sad plasyen ald Nash very stable at the right, is awned by Mrs. Ho A, Stanlay. 35 Crater Lake avanue, and & copy s in the extensive
ariryside a ¢ vk ling rea M ha hhlpgd mur = 2 roel . collection af Eugene Thamas
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Old-Fashioned Fourth

Early-day patrietic pageants ia Oregon
called far elaborate costumes such as these
worn by Miss Liberty and Peace. The
crimped  hair  was  achieved with rags.
tightly hraided locks or an iran heated in
the chimney of an oil lamp. This picture
av Potar Brift, ploneer photographer, #
fram the Jacksonville Mussum

Motareycle racing at Jackson county fairgrounds was ane aof the attractinns of the Fourth af July celebration in 1912

A cloud of dust can be seen as the riders race their snaines for the start, The half-mile dirt track, located at the

old fairgrounds site, whera Timber Products Co, is now, had treacherous 1urns. Traveling at speeds uyp to 70 miles

ar kaur, motoreyrelne bad to skid the carners ta maintain speed, much 1o the delight af the crowd, Auta racing was
also held at the track (H E. Vreman photo

Ihe Fourth of July parade in Medtord in 1911, pictured abave, shows buildings decoraled with bunting
and larae streamers streiched acrass Mo street, According to a newspaper articla in the Mail Tribune,
thousands af merrymakers from all over southern Oregon, jammed Medford's sireeis to celebrate the
watal day af the rapublic,’” and cafes and vendors ware kept busy supplying the trade. After the parade
rawds headed for the race rack, ball park and city park and othar places where amusement could be
i taund Tha phiotograph was taken by H. E. Veaman, whs now lives in Prescatt, Aiis

hows an | yee oay horae and carriage *loal
Idings in the d ar til standing. The
lhall: that ha ane the O0F ha Al Thie iht are bHoth
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