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THE IB\I’!:N DkY!——Thz Uniun Army ol
the Potomac and the newly-named Confed-
erate Army of Northern Virginia fought for
seven days in the heat and swamps of the
Peninsula in front of Richmond—from June
28 through July 1, 1862, When at last the
guns fell silent, the names of 368,464 Ameri-
cans were added to the Civil War casualty
lists. The results; Gen. R, E.

Lee, directing

his first big battle, had driven the Unlon

Army back from the gates of Richmond;
Gen. George McClellan, also directing his
first big battle, lost the Peninsuls campaign,
but had saved his army from what appeared
to be certain disaster, to fight another day.
Above, from the Library of Congress collec-
tion, is an Alfred Waud drawing of the
Battle of Galnes'

fought during the Seven Days.

one of the battles
(UPD)

Hill,

The Battle of Seven Da s

By MERTON T, AKERS
UPI Correspondent

The Union Army of the Po-
tomae and the newly named
Conlfederate Army of North-
e#rn Virginia fought for seven
days in the heat and the
awamps of the Peninsula in
front of Riehmond - from
June 28 through July 1. 1862

When the last gun fell si.
lent after this memorable
Seven Days' battle, the names
of 36484 Americans were
added to the Civil War casual.
ty llsts,

And for what?

Gen. Roberl E, Lee, direct-
ing his tirst big battle, was
successful In that he drove
back the Army of the Poto-
mae from the gates of Rich-
mond, the Confederate capi.
tal,

Maj. Gen, George B, Me-
Clellan, also directing his
{irst big battle, had saved his
Unfon army from what ap-
peared to be certaln disaster
to fight another day but he
lost the Peninsula campalgn,
the brainchild on which he
had pinned his hopes for
fame.

Faint Herald

The tirst day's fighting -
June 25 - was only a faint
herald of what was to come,
The fighting was Inconclus.
ive. What MceClellan did not
know was that Lee had pick-
ed the next day - June 26 for
his offensive.

Lee's carefully planned
drive was north of the Chick-
ahominy where MeClellan
had left one corps command-
ed by Maj. Gen. Fitz-John
Porter,

Especially for this offensive
Lee had brought Maj, Gen,
Thomas J. (Stonewall) Jack-
son's army from the Shenan-
doah valley. This was Lee's
“secret weapon' and design-
ed to be the crusher. Jack-
aon’s part in the battle was to

be a strike at dawn in the
rear of Porter's corps.
But Jackson, brilliant in

the Valley, lost his touch this
week,

Lee with 457000 troops
walled to hit Porter's right
flank when Jackson's artil-
lery opened fire,

He waited all morning - no
Jackson.

assault anyway. Maj. Gen, A.
P. Hill flung his division
against Porter’s entrenched

lines and splintered them just :

before dark,
That night Porter with-

drew three miles to a position |

near Gaine's Mill
The next day,

twice ag many as Porter had
- inta the fight, Porter's line
crumbled, almost collapsed,
but with [resh troops {rom the
main Federal army south of
the Chickahominy, he wl:
able to withdraw scioss the |
river in fairly good order
‘Shew’ by Magruder

South of the river, mean.
time, “Prince John" Magru-
der was staging another one
of his “shows."” With much
bugle blowing and marching
and counter-marching, Magru-
der bemused the four Union
corpt in frontof him all
through the 26th and the
27th,

As Lee had hoped, Magru. |
der’s theatricals had convine.
ed McClellan that the main at
tack was coming south of the
river - that the fighting north |
of the river merely was a
demonstration

But by the evening of the
25th, two Union generals on
Magruder's front began lo see
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aent 65,000 men - more than |
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through the bluff, Brig., Gen.
Phil Kearny and Maj. Gen.
Joseph Hooker reported the
front was lightly held and

that they eould march into
Richmond with ease.

But to their astonishment
they received orders to re-

tréat, Unable to believe ft,
they rode
headquarters to protest.
MeClellan listened, but re-
fused to be convinced. Ob-
sessed by the jdea that he was
being attacked by an over-
whelming force, MeClellan al-
ready had telegraphed Secre-

tary of War Edwin M, Stanton |

that he must retreat to save
the army,
Uniqus Telegram
His telegram to Stanton
was unique in American mil-
itary history, Dated at 12:20
a.m. June 28 it read in part:
* . .. 1 have lost the bat-

- |tle because my force was too

small, T again repeéat that I
am not responsible for this
. You must send me very
large reinforcements, and
send them at once . ., [ know
that a few thousand more
men would have changed this
battle from a defeat to a vic-
fory, As it is, the government
must and cannot hold me re-
sponsible for the result.

“If 1 save this army now, I
tell you plainly that I owe
no thanks to you or to any
other person in Washington.

“You have done your best
to sacrifice thig army."

MeClellan  seemed deler-
mined to be deleated.

Of the seven days of fight-
ing, June 28 was the quletest,

Long traing of Union wag-
ons moved south toward the
James, transferring the huge
piles of stores from the Pam:
unkey across White Oak
Swamp,

It was a race now (o aee

i# MeClellan could protact hu into the night around Fray.

|the 20th the wagons rolled
over makeshift bridges and
|through the mire of White
|Oak Swamp
|Learned of Reireat

On Juneé 20, Lee learned
of the retreat and the change
of .base, He immediately or-
|dered his army across the

o attack from the west,

Magruder struck at Brig.
Gen., E. V. Sumner's corps
near Savage's Station but was
repeatedly repulsed. Jackson
wag supposed to strike Sum-
ner from the right but was
stopped by destroyed bridges
Having fought off Magruder,
Sumner withdrew.

Early on June 30 the Un-
lon army and its trains had
made their way across White
Oak Swamp,

Lee attacked all day and

Chickashominy and Magruder |

into McClellan’s |trains. All day the 28th and  set's

farm and Glendale, |
again failling to bresk the
Union lines of retreat. Agaln

Jackson took only a small
part in the fighting, shoot.
ing at Sumner across the

swamp with his artillery,

The trains now were safe
and establishing a new base
at Harrison's Landing on the
James

Again the Unlon army with,
drew overnight, this time to
Malvern Hill on the James
above Harrison's Landing

McClellan massed hig artil
lery in a seml-circle and post.
ed his troops in strong sup-
porting positions

To reach the Union posi-
tion the Confederates had to
advance over cleared fields
into the teeth of artillery and
musket (ire.

This they did late in the
afternoon of July 1 without
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IMPERIAL ‘400" MOTELS, IN
CORDIALLY INVITES YOU TO INSPECT THE FACILITIES
OF THE LATEST ADDITION TO QUR CHAIN, THE

IMPERIAL 400 MOTEL

345 SOUTH CENTRAL AVENUE
MEDFORD, OREGON

OPEN HOUSE: 1:00 P.M. TO 4:00 P.M.
JUNE 27th to 29th
LIGH‘I' REFRESHMENTS WILL BE SERVED
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much artillery supgport

The Confederates attacked
vigorously but the Union lire
was too heavy and after two
hours they withdrew. That
twao hours cost Lee 5,000 men,
Attack Described

Porter, who directed the bat-

tle MecClellan having gone
to inspect his new base - des-
cribed the attack:

« .. As it moved by reck-
less disregard of lile, with »
determination to capture our
army or destroy it by driv.

(lng us inte the river, regiment
after regiment, brigade after
brigade, rushed at our bat.
teries, but the artillery mow.
ed them down with shrapnel,
grape and canister, while our
infantry, withholding their
fire until the enemy were
within short range, scattersd
the remnants of their col
umns."

Confederate Gen. D. H. Hill
summed up:

“It was not ware - It was
murder."
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LOW BANK RATES ¢ LOANS TO $2,500
® UP TO 24 MONTHS TO PAY

f a dark cloud entars your life, give it
a silver lining with a low-cost personal
loan through U. S, National, <

RIBRSONA

Friendly, confidential
service.
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MEADOWBROOK

EVERICH

TIP TOP

& Flexible Styling
® Fits All Sizes

Ilff Season Sale! Plastic

RAIN-CAPE

® Fits in Purse or Jacket

SHERBET an Fisvors

69¢ Value 9¢
(18

'WHITE KING ""D”.

CAKE—BROWNIE—FROSTING

JIFFY MIXES -+ o

DOUMAK MINIATURE

'HARSHHALLONS

GOFFEE

HEAVY GAUGE VINYL 3 RING

WADING POOL

® 18 in. deep @ Holds 300 gallom

@® 82 in. diameter

Swift's
Premium

$1.49

..King Sixe Pkg. 790
..8-01. Phg. 10 for 990
oo ses 190

116, Can 49c 2-1b. Can 970

= [hunderbird

Round Steak
Rump Roast

Franks

Bone in cuts of

Tender aged steer baef.
Nice lean culs with
wenderful flaver.

tender aged stear
beef. Well trimmed.

12-0xz.
pkg.

19
69

39

1/, gal. ctn. 39‘
99
99

MARGARINE i vecetabie 1. pks. 7 .,

SWANSDOWN-—Hawaiian, Strawberry, Lemon Chip

ANGEL CAKE MIXES ....4

HARDWOOD FRAME

CAMP STOOL

® Heavy Duty
Duck Canvan

Soat
99

LADIRS'

K
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INSTANT COFFEE ...99"....

At 3 pm. Lee ordered the |8

FRESH. LOCAL

Strawberries

4 - 79

BANQUET FRESH FROZEN

MEAT PIES ....... 8o ks 15 7 = QG

SNIDERS CHILI PEPPER FLAVOR

CATSUP

VAN CAMPS

PORK & BEANS

PHEASANT BLUELAKE

GREEN

MODESS

TAM Po Ns Regular or Super—Reg. 37¢

cur

BEANS

COASTAL FRESH FROZEN

LEMON AnE That summer drmk -0 Ga 15

ESKIMO PORTABLE

3-PIECE METAL

GARDEN TOOLS

® Trowel
® Fork
® Weeder

® Sturdy Construction

Reg.
98¢

CHoICE

HALEY'S

® Hunting »

® Checks Cashed
® Postage Stamps
® Philce TV and Radis Tubes at 40% Discount
© G-I Floor Polisher & Waxer Rental 77¢ a Day

BEEF STEW
SOUP MIXES -

Cashier Window Services

FILM DEVELOPING

¢ YEAR AROUND LAY-AWAY PLAN

® Free Gift Wrapping and Greeting Cardn
for All Occasions

nd Fishing Licenses
® Monay Ordens
® Bottle Return

SHORTENING ..
GRAPE JELLY

.3-1b. Can 59c
. A4-0x. Jar 5sc

AIR COOLER

® Use As s Fan or
As o Cooler
& 2.Speed Moter
& Built-in Water Shup-Off

Reg.
$39.95

sz" 399

ZUCCHINI

SQUASH

NEW CROP

¢

Ib.

14-0z. bottle 13"' 20-0z. bottle .'.8‘

No. 10 Can 69‘

No. 303 Can lo
Pe. of 388

8 %

.
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TABLE FANS

® Reg. $5.98
B-inchalze.....ooii

® Reg. $10.95,
10-Inch Size...............

BEAT THE HEAT

REG. $1.00 GILLATTH

FILM

RIG. 45¢ INDIEMN

SUPER BLADES ....................

$1.10 KODAK

127620 Size,...cooviniciiiiinnns

SHAMPOO

REG. 98¢ 4-0I. BOTTLE

SUCARYL

5447
$7°9°

69¢
.. Pkg, of 2690
3..581.00

69




