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Hero's Insect That Skates
Over Surface of Water

They look for all the world
like o group of crazy spiders
skating on the surface of the
pond However, if you are
guick enough to catch one of
the agile little creatures you
will notice It has only six
legs, while o spider has eight

This is a “water-strider” |
and the name fits for they |
netunlly do walk on the wa
ter, They skite over the sur.
fave like boys skating on ice

While we are holding the
little fellow, being carveful he
doesn’l bite, we see his un-
derside is silvery white. An
enemy, looking up from the
decp pond water, has trouble
lacating the strider, his whttv|
under surfice more or less
matches the Hght above,
Brown on Top

‘The upper part of the elon. |
gated body s dark brown, |
which from above resembles
somewhat the dork waler
The eyes are lorge, There Is |
a palr of elongated forelegs. |
guitable for grasping insects
on which the strider [feeds
The reur legs are long, they
are mostly used as sleering
ours, while the middle pair of
legs are the running gear
Witin these in full motion the
water strider moves with con
sidernble speed,

With the aid of a magnify
Ing glass we con see the un
derpart of the body is cover
ed with fine. hairs, These
keep the body from getting
wet, If we have a sufficiently
#rong Rlass and a brightly
colored  specimen  we may
mitke a starlling discovery.

We may sce dozens of tiny,
eight-legged mites crawling
around In the halr, These are
tiny parasites whose combin |
ed numbers glve the strider
a distinet and unnatural col
arition. Probably these miles
cause no end of discomfont
1o the witer strider, but ap-
parently there is no easy way
the insecl ean free itsell from
them,

Carcfully we Lurn our spe-
cimen over and drop him or
her Baek into the walers of
the home-pond, Immediately
he skates away, in n big hur |
ry and in a whirling dance
as caslly as a crab :u:nrrlm|
over a sandy beach, his fly-
Ing leet barely dimpling the
surlace of the waler,

Ready To Grab

As woe walch IL and Lhe

othors skating there, we no- /

fice they all hold their fore
legs out In front of the body,
ready to grasp any luckless |
Bug they may overtake, Some |
miy oven leap into Lhe air|
i few Inches to grab a low- |
flying midge, |
Regardless of how long we
waleh these rapidly mnvl.nu|
Insects, we remain [ascinal-
od by the case with which |
they walk on the water, their
feet barely dimpling the wi |
ter film, -
=Slrange indeed is the life- |
history of this common insect
that inhabits freshwater
ponds and streams: 4trn||urr|
el fs the et there is a |
species of waler-strider tha |
Hyes and skoles over the sur

fave of warm sea water |8

Many huve b abserved
miles from the nearest shore
guily skating over the surl.
e of & wartn sen

Boy Scouts | i '

Gold Hill

Cub Maslier|
Kenney presented ad
vanoements 1o soveral Scouls
during a Cub Scout Pack 43
mesting May 23

The Hob eat indudtion cere
mony was held for Buddy
Post new Cub Scout in Den §

Tommy Corvigan  roeceivod
denner bars; Gary Cole, waoll
hadge;, George Kenney, wolf
badge and gold arrow: Ken-
ney Wyall, nssistant denner
bar and lion bpdge: Luther
Gann, dertiner bars and beap
badge

The program wis opened hy
Cub Scouts of Den 3 with the
pledge, and the audience sing
Ing America

The tollowing skits present
rd by the dens were entitled
Marehing Song. Den | Gar
dening We Will Go, Den 2;
“Fun Songs,” Den 3

Lyle MeGrady committee
man  chairman conducted »
brief business session during
which time plans for a pet
show 1o take place al next |
pick meeting were discussed
The next Pack meeting will
he held Saturday, June 28,
T30 pom. At the multi-purposc
room at Patrick school.

ADVANCED

Robert L. Miller, uviation
cloetronies techniciar. second
clags, USN, son of Mrs, Isa
helle H, Miller, 2252 Fowler
lune, Medford, waus advanced
to his rate recently while
sorving with Patrol Sguadron
ot the Whidbey Island .’\.'i‘
vinl Air station. Oak Harbor
Wish.
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