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Mldway Encounter 20 Year

(Editor’s note: Twenty |
years ago, Amaerica was at
war, In the menths alier
Pearl Harbor, the news was
grim. On June 3. 1942, a
mighty Japanese umldl
was closing on Midway Is- |
land, s little blot of sand
and coral about 1,000 miles
from Honolulu, The Im-
pum Navy planned 1o

h an hibi in-
wvaslon, mop up the tiny
Marine delachment at Mid-
way and move on toward
Pearl Harbor for a final
showdown with the U.8.
Pacific Fleet. Bul two
American task forces lay in
wall off Midway and Werld
War 1I's most decisive naval
batile followed.)

By FREDERICK H. TREESH
United Press International
On Dec. 7, 1841, when the |

Japanese attncked Pearl Har-
bor, Japanese planes also
slormed another American |
base, a little known sand and
cornl atoll 1,000 miles north- |
west of Pearl,

Midway Islund, a seapline
base and way station for traps-
Pacifie alrllners, wis pre.
sumed logt when, for three
weeks, wo word was recelved
from ils Marine garrison.
Thirs on Christmas Day, a
mpssirge gol thsough from the |
belgamiesed outwost: “We're
still here. Blerry Christmas”

Exing in a dipeel padh  be-
tween Japan aod Pesel Hare
Bok, Nhidwey was a loplesd
steppinie storfe Far an  ex-|
pectedalapiniose sl teawed
Hawnp 15 fontifications ware
hnnl1!§~ rr‘inforthd'

.

Gn thes morning of June 3,
042: u  Japanese  strikdsg
foroe mossings on Neithwiey wis |
siglitad. by o Nevy pntuod
plane. Lot - based B-17's
bomibéd the feet from high
altitiide in the afternoon with-
out sticeess. The U8, Tleet was
off Midway But its presonce |
wis not known to the Japat
nese, The Japanese foree, une
der command of Adm, Isoroku
Yamamolo, steamed on under
the assumption thiat Midwes
was sparsely defended

Early on June 4, Jupanese
pluncss from fowr carmless in
the advance striking fhree
launched a bomb attack on

Midway. Bul a Navy PBe
m_lrnl plane, alfidowing
fle®t, radioed a warmng
Every plane at Mfbwoe was
alrporne when o Japesse
attack came and & was iscos-
sequentinl. Thirly attpckazg
plarfes were shot down. Ames- |
ican losses included 17 plints
destroyed nnd seven damaged.

Adm. Haymnnd A. Spru-
ance, U.S. lask force com-

| UPI

h

LISTING BADLY—Already

the alreraft carrier, USS Yorklown, receives
i direet Kit by 4 Juponese bomb during the
battle of Midway in this UPI picture from

mander, ordered Ris chrries
pllots 1o throw the bonk al
the Jupanese fleel, especially
the carriers. Torpedo planes,
dive bombers and [ighters
sweptl & the carriers York.
tewn, Enterprise and Hornet

Adwout ngon, plancs [rom
the Yorklown and Enlerprise
sipated three Japanese chre
riers Ie hupe Akagl and
Ko nmd twe mediom-sized
Saryvw - inon sl oloesser

The YorAaws pldies we.
mod g oeepedantlod stack with
whie oltler, slowerdlybng tee-
pedo plaes coming M lew
funder o flghter cover while
the dive bombers atscked
from overhead. Bxi.the tml
Ing was off, and the torpesy
planes, deéspre [iglter pur;i({
tlon, werp annthilated ey
aboul ¥ Juemicse Hows -
tercoplors. Only sue o e
12 US. tomsess pdiods 5w
vivoes

Yiee Adm
Paaele l-tz'

Jetin Sk
O Wi et e
Pl el sl s e el
mo e Paodic, wa o e
mapded of the six Daghsers whivh
Meaw Wik e lerpedts plinve
Uit auisy

R beopd Reyissl be ”vﬂv wl
s Warpose pawes by e
in a rivend inderview yite o
correspandent  al hite
Penrl Hambor headguariers
“We could see #hat  some
would never get out again,
e

listing badly, [fles,

but they kept right on. Nol a
single pilot turned away.

“[Li. Cmdr.) Len Mpsscy,
lending the lorpedo planes,
went down in flames in the
first piss, but one of his
planes pulled in to take his
plact and lead the formation
on. We¢ (the fighters) were
butrning a few Zeroes and they
were chewing up our torpedo
plancs.

“I'm convineods | saw one
of our Yorktown lorpedo
planes get o hit on the car-
rlers, even though It was
mever rocorded in the ofeinl
recerds '

Ll - -

Whik: sthe terpedo planes
were drawing witheeing fire,
tie dive mombocs lavncked
Wielr seswedd victuodly® Wnop-
wecd

Buuwe Mo, Mewed] B Les-
T (Bet), thew a lewdomos!
e T mad W cors s
af the dive bhegslor seuimicon
fross Lhe Tarkleqs, porgoas

Iy lod flwe dive s e g
wr Ko

U muemawee s may  Seliie

ron  intn a0 pediiks whick

s ounREe us e malee our
dive out of the sum,” Leslie
takl & UPL reporter al his
Corissewsn, Culll., home

I opeawe teee sitlick skgwal

nd srted sy dise frese
14,5000 fecl, Phe loognd wis
whoul Wn Wewed saeries 1
hewe ever sven,”
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Black pulfs from exploding anti-air-
cruft shells dot the sky. Toeday is the 20th
anniversary of the most decisive Naval en-
gagement of World War 11

(eI

Leslie said he dived straight

al the 27,000:ton Kaga and
sprayed it flight deck and
hridge structure with 300 or

400 rounds of 30-caliber ma.
chine gun Tire. His bomb had
beon  lost  prematurely  be-
cause of a mallunction in A
recently - installed electronie
releage system

Lelies
then Lt
berg, scored s direet
the Kaga's flight deck

“As history will record,”
Leslie sald, “Holmberg de-

said  his  wingman,
WG Paul A, Holm-
hit on

| livered the first effective blow

in the battle. His bomb caused
the most terrifyving holocaust
[ vould possikly -imagine.

“In falrly quick suceession,
I observed three or four simi-

Iar expowons on the same
cnrrier. This was a remark-
wble performance the

Kmnp was moving about 25
kmols amndd taking eviasive ac-
tion. Hitting a target like this
15 about as difficult as: drop-
ping a marble from eye height
om & {pet-moving cockronch.”

. = ®

Dive bombers Trom  the
Yorktown and Enterprise
dropped » rin of fire on the
Akngi (flumship of the Japa-
nese carcier division) and the
Tarve, lanvimg Umemy, ldae the
Krn, f[wersely Dursoss ssed
sheswatd Lo a wakry prave, The
US. phosnes vk Detm iy onese-

macd A Jisese St ieship
and Crikser
Teatch roealbed e scoms,

It wriwi s bl dive home-
ims | hoed cver mem There
peed cooee L W ow) mewss’
I'me kel

Protiy the Zern at-
tachs lesan sleckesing off
nmd for the first time 1 bogan
ts thinle asoul maybe getting
out of 1 alive.

I loodead around and could
e a few Zeroes above us
asd one directly below. By
this time, all three earviers
were burning, with [lames
shooting 1o high peaks below
us. If those Jap pilols couldn’t
@t to another undamaged car-
carrier thoy were doomed and
they knew it

There was
rier the Hirvu
hadn't found il wyot
the Jap fliers
stunned.  and  soon
away."”

Round one was
vietory for ther

S0

another
bul

car-
we

1 clear-cut

ferior  Americins. But  the
Japanese woere to get their
Ticks 1, oo, As the throe
dapanese carriers burned, the
fourth, the Hirvu, launched s
dive bomber atthek on  the
LS cartier Yorktown

Rear Adm. Osear Pederson
Retd, ne » Wall St invest
ment advisor, commanded the

Yorktown aly group

We told our dive hombers
ipproaching o land to et
clear of the Ped
wald ] ore ur f

planes 10 intercept the

Jap olanes

CovVer

They sho »oul

wiee s

few

i ira

t! 3 ke tack

abling two engi

1 fing ot e fire

five of o othe ix bBaile

I et 1the Y A1
" g 30 knm i

" % knot
i a | he
sisled MW

Lanese heavy crulsors and three

CRUISER SMOULDERS-A Japancse heavy
cruiser of the Mogami class is a smoulder-
ing, blackened wreck after belng blasted by

carrier-based planes during the battle of files)
Midway. The Japanese lost four of their

task forces, moved his flag 1o a second blow and Hornet air

the cruiser Astoria. eraft, on a second sortee, at-
whe Yorktown ateW. cohs -H‘krd twn  additlonal cruis

trolled the fires and began

rolied “ihe Lires ‘B 'Ihr Japanese fleet waz in

making repairs. In a WiHe | g cotirement.

more Lhan an hour, [our boil-
ers were hack in service and

Ham-
erip-

The U. S. destroyer

mann took the severely

the Yorktown achieved alpled Yorklown in tow and a
speed of 1B knols. %alvage party was placed
Then radar detected anoths  aboard, But in a third Jgpa-

nese atlack, two more plane-

10 torpedo planes and six | launched torpedoes ripped the

fighters. Yorktown and one hit the
“The Jap planss were al-| Hammann. The destroyer sark

most on top of us as we'wnhm four minutes and  he

launched ecight fighter Yorktown went down the next

planes,! Pederson said. “The | Morning.

last of the eight was airborne .

no more than 20 seconds when The Baitle of Midway

it shot down a Jap plane. It | ®Ver.
wits fantastie!” The Japasese lost four of

their finest carriers and one
heavy cruiser. ®Bul the most

er flight of Japanese planes-

wWag

Pederson said four of the
Japanese planes got  close
enough tn the Yorktown tn
drop their torpedoes. They

finest carrievs and one heavy cruiser In the
battle, which was the most decisive
engagement of World Wir 11

" Newver

Naval
fUPI from |

serious. loss to the imperial
navy was s fighier pilots
again was Japan ahle
to send such skillful, well-
trained flvers egainst U. S
forces. In gll, Japan lost 250
carrier plancs,

The U. S. Navy losl the car-
rier Yarktown aned the de-
stroyer Hammann. Tn adgi-
tion, 30 carrier pilols and 40
Army, Navy and Marine pi-
lots from Midway were killed
Another 50 alr créewmene(non-
pilots) also died, A total of
151 aircraft was losi.

“The Battle of Midway was |
without question the turning
point in the Pacific war,”
wrote Rear Adm. Nobutasko
Kondo, one of the highest
ranking Jagancs: survivors st
Nidway who chonicled the
engammoent yvears lafoer

s Ago War's Most Decisive Battle
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scored two hits and the huge
carrior lost all power [or the
second timee,

The ship 4oon listed 26 de-
grees to port and was in diang-
er of wrning nver. Capt. Ell
of Buckmaster gave the nrder
o abp.don ship, Pederson
the grew tefl the ship in
orderly {ashion down ropes,
fire hoses or whalever else
was avalilakke.

“The men automatically re-
mwved their sHoes because H
is eader fto swim  without
them,"” Pederson said. "“As
seniee officer al the time in
that pmrt of the ship, 1 was
the last to go into the water
As 1 went over | was amazed
lo see about 300 pairs of shoes
neally lined up along the -..ld?
of the ship.'”

The Yorktown's dive homb-
nroored away when the
altack ®ogan, and it surviv-
ing fighters were diverted 1o
the Enterprise and Hornet

. - -

ars,

Two hours  after the lor.
podo attack on the Yorktown,
planes from the Enterprise-
some of them from the origl-
nil Yorktown squadron-found
the Japanese carrier Hiryu
and left il in flames. Planes
from the Hornetl attacked and
damaged & battleship and
eruiser escorting the Hin%

I'he next day, planes from
the Hornet and Enterprise at
tacked two Japianecse cruisers,
i planes based at Midway
ottacked two other crulsers,
erippling one. Poor visibility
then curtailed air operition

On Jutie '8, Planes from the
Hornet located two more Jap

destrovers
Enterprisse

Planes from  the

strtick the erulsers
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