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Remark’ hy ‘Swiss Theologian Brings Review of Prison Management

|Editor's note: Swiss The-
ciogian Kar] Barth recent-
ly assertad thal some U.5,
falls -r--_.mblr "Dante’s
Hell,” Far cogmment on this
UPI wen! 1o James V. Ban-
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sl Prisonis Burcau for the
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! siffored an drritatod fondon
‘ when he slipped on onn ofl
lick In the drivewnay of his
Los Angeles home n week agn
| The doctor  suid  Liberaco
" probably wolild be able to
| play most numbers in o sdhed
uled wppearance (his Fradoy
| ol Lhe Seattle Worlkd's fajr
I Liberace sald the hand has
' hurt him sinee the' fall, It
g gave way during a Chaopin
L o Lhat regulrod the planist
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In 25 vears a8 director of
the l"i Bureau nf Prisans,
James ¥V Bennett hag esab.

hed himsel! a= a3 penolozist

uf

international renown ik
woll ne g respected adminis-
rafor. Todoy 'he directs 20
focloral inpuitutions with aboul
24000 nmates. Ted his con
porn ronches fo the approxi-
m Wy N6 Americins in
federal, stale and
prigons, failg, workhoos
her pensl  Ingtitutions

ity glven mognoent

Bennelt s a4 mrav-haired
man ol great dignity. He
waks in B pheakured tone
As he digpussed the problem
af eriminil roliabilitation o
blem o direot] nlfeciing
ronghty one oul of every 470
Aot of hit volte  rise
el his hind shook
Shocked By Canditions
Barth, thg noled
X loginn who curront
I= moking his firgl wvisit
tn the United States, tald s
news eonference in New York
thal  he wae “terribly
shockod™ by the eondltions
he obwerved in one prison he
vigitod .

Burth sald he Tound human
helngs incotcorated Tlke ani
il in “eonges” and that it
was like @ seene oul of
Dante’s Hell” He added that
‘the Niils in Switzerlond are

| prradlae gompared o whit
I spw here”
When these quotations were

foae Lo Bennett, he pazed
silently ot the ceiling of his
office for a moment as if he
were prayving for patience
Then  he asked. “Did  Dr
Barth say  which prison he
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Delivering Lectures

“No, he didnt adeatify i
But he was delivermg fectures
al Princeton Theological Sem

inary, Princeton, N.J, at the
Hme ™

"I thought =0, sald Ben
netl, “They proonhly gshowed
i the New  Jorsoy  Stale
Penitentiary, at Trenton T i
onie of the oldest prisons in
Amerien In use sinee 1708

and it as oneof the warst
I Bawer heen saving for yeats
that 1L is o ¢ et Amenl-
il penal It i hardly w
fnir simple GF our prison svs
tem, We hiave o number of !
few anstihitions,  state  and
lodernl, wheh wre Jusi ns
vl aE anvihing they have
e Switzerland.  Why didn'y
imebody chow B, Barth ane
of 1hem?

WD we hinve mpny Jalls
like the one ot "Trenton?
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American peo- 25 vedrs or so In improving

prison conditig@s in this coun.
try, but there is » long way
catill tp go. More than a hun-

dred prisons still in use todey
werg bullt before the Civil
'War, The Maryland prison in |

Baltimore dates back 1o 1811,

and the Ohio penitentinry at
Columbus was opened  In
184, Overcrowding I8 a s¢
rinus problem even in our
federn]l prisons. At the At
lanta penitentisry, eight and
10 men are ogclupying cells

intended Tor four. Men stand
In line at the toilets and wiish:

rooms. They go to the dining

room In shifts, Conditions like
these breed uncest, and, make
virtunlly tmpossihle tn do

eifoctive educatinnnl or
wiork with

Ny
rehablilitational
priviners

Q. Why
"lrl bhetter prisor

don't 'we build new

Reluctant to Vote Funds

A With all the demands for
i o bulld new schoals,
highwaye tnd hospitals, leg
tliotant Lo vt

for prisons
re reflecting

oy

Isiatures
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The lnowmnkers

publ®  attitudes when they
tit nrisans at the bottam of
e list of needed civie ime

nrovements
€ Do vou think the publie |
indifferent toward . prison
reform®

A A considerable portion
of the publie has the idea
that pidsoners are just a lot
of human seum wha deserve
wholever misery they suffer.
The avernge cilizon seems Lo
think that our jaile are filled

chielly by murdercrs, rapisls
and  Kidnapers
Q. Isn’t that true?

not true. More
than holf the people commit-
ted 1o our jaills are drunks
and vagrants, Twathirds of
all affenders sent (o prison
efich  vesr bre convieted of
nonwvialent erimes Less than
10 per cent have been cons
victed of homicide, rape or
kidnoaping. Sure, there are
siime prisoners who are pretdy
nisty  dndividuals, and who
ought Lo be guarantined, But
there nre of thousands
who are simply vidtims of dis-
crlinination and enviranment

A, No, It 15

tens

They are the handicnpped, the
mderprivileg the  tlow-
witted, the alcoholics. the
drug addiet, the kids from

slum nejghboarhoods who drop
ot of seimol and drift into

erime
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Benneit’s voice had been
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as a dumping@ground & environment llke a college bitterness there i5 not II'ILILh aboyt parole for & bil. Parole
place to get rid of the misfits campus, with no walls and no | hape of their golng straight i never supposed to be &
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formatories and penitentiaries, menolonous fegime upon himn ome ori '"_‘J "_ let him pres where
on the public. I'lIl grant vou

(to ged oul of sight and out It Is not coddling to make  jority of prisoners do come 1t has two purposes. First, it
af mind a decent buman being out of hack for a second or third is a 1echnigue of getiing &

“The prison population ® eriminal hie said With | hiteh? wian oul of prison at the time
vould be reduced enormously the exception of the three or A, Yes, we always have  wghen he is best adapted to a
If communities would accept four out of a hundred who that tecown at us as ‘prood stecessful return to society
the responsibility of coviding die in prison, the rest all come that rehakilitation (& a fallure, | Second, it s & devi® where-
renlly  coanstructive solutions out  some  day They come Considering the overcrowel- by we con have, in reality
for some of our sovial prob- right back into the commun: ing, the lack of rehabjlitution as well as theory, some sem.
lemis likke slums ar nleo: Iy, and the point of all prison  facilities and other handicaps,  hlance of eaual justice under
holism rehabilitstion programs i 10 | think it's pretty miraculous law

Under Bennett’s  jurisdic. Prepare them for this day by ' that one third of the people Q What do you mean by
tion #re 20 federal instity. helping them learn the moral | who serve time in  prison that? o
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trouble with the law AKE NDMH S # Pris | Some people feel thal parole tvpe of crime. We encounter

on sentence Is tough medicine  boards are oo lenlent and | WYPE A r

Small Proportion under the besi conditions- 11 release mes who promptly gq almosl  Incredible exirer®es
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