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Federals Lea rn About Lightning

By MEHTUN I, AKEHS
UPI Correspondent

The Federal Army lenrned
about lightning war-the hard
way — In May 1862. Thelr
reicher was Stonewall Jack-
gon, only recently an instriict-
or at the Virginla Military

Institute, and now applying |

his lessans.

His text was to suve Riche
mond, the Confederacy’'s cap-
ital,

Brig. Gen, Richard Taylor,
one of Jackson's generals, de-
scribed his first slght of this
dour, religlous man whoe glor-
Stied in war:

"The mounted officer
polnted out n figure perched
on Lhe topmost rail of a fence
« » o And said It was Jackson,

“Approaching, I saluted and
declared my name and rank,
then walled for & response,
Before this eame I had 1o see
& palr of cavalry hools cov-
ering feet of gigantic slze, a
mangy cap with visor drawn
low, a heavy dark beard and
weary eyes — oyeg 1 gaw alt
erward filled with Infense
but never brillinnt lighy'

Juckson asked Taylor how
far his men had marched that
day.

“Six and twenty
Taylor replied.

“You stem to have no strag-
glery," Jackson sald,

“Never allow straggling,”
Taylor answered,

“You. must teach my peos
ple” Jackson sald, "They
straggle badly."

Band Sirlkes Up

About that ‘moment Tay-
lor's band struck up o waltz
and some of his Creole sol-
diers began to dance,

“Thoughtless  fellows for|
gerious. work," Jnckson re-

miles,"

mnrked.

Thot was Jackson an the
eve of his [first triumph,
“Stonewnll” 1o the South,

“0ld Jaek! to his men and
"Fdol Tom" {o VLML cadels,

On this day in May, Jack-
son was 38 yvears old, He was
in the midst of u campnign
in the Shenandoah Yalley of
Virginin againgl two Unlon
armies. By whipping both,
he could create enough con.
sternation in Washington to
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keep reinforeements from go+
ing to the Army of the Polo.
mae, which was miles to the
Southeast,

Late the same night Jack-
soin sat at Taylor's campfire,

“1f sllence be golden," Tay-
|lm‘ reporied, “he was a 'bo-

nonza’! He sucked Jlemons
| (Stonewall  thought lemons
helped the dyspepsin), ate

hardiack and drank waler,
and praying snd tighling sp-
peartd to be his idea of the
| ‘whole llfe of man'"

As he gat al the campfire
Jackyon was forming & de-
¢islon which lkely changed

.|the course of the Civil War,

Certainly it changed the
course of Maj, Gen. George
B, McClellan's Peninsular
campnign, the biggest Unlon
drive of the war to date,

Sudden Sirikes

If Jackson by quick man-
euvers and sudden strikes
agningt the Unlon armies of
Gens, Nathanlel P, Banks and
John €. Fremont § the Val
ley could prevent thelr golng
to the Peninsula o reinforce
MoClellan and i he could
lure Unlon Gen. Irvin Me-
Dowell's 37,000 man  corps
from Frederieksburg, Va, to-
wiard the Valley, then the for-
ves of Confederate Ge n, Jo-
| seph E. Johnston with thelr
hacks to the Richmond de-
| fenses might have & chance to
stop MeClellan, even to de.
stroy hls army.

The man milling over how
to do this had conie frém ob.
aeurity and stood where he
now was becnuse he had ov-
greome poverly and lack of
early education by hard work
rather than brilliance, Born
in Clarksburg, Va., (now West
Virginia), he arvived at West
Point an awkward boy in
homespun, He barely manng-
ed to meel the minlmum stan-
dards at the Polnt the first
year, but by long hours of
hard study, graduated In
1846, 17th In o class of BD.
He won two brevets in the
Mexienn War, but by Civil
War time he had quit the ar.

Stewing Hens

my and was & professor at
V.M.I., nustere, taciturn, =
strict  disciplinarian  and @

working Presbyterian,
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He hnd won the name u!
Stonewnll al the haitle of
Bull Run (Manassas) by hold-
Ing hly brigede firm under
altack. |

Now he was opeérating in
the Valley, home ground he
knew ax well as & farmer
knows his own land.
Strateglc Corridor

Jackson's maneuvering
ground, the Shenandoah Val-
ley, is a long, strawegle cor-
ridor running southwest and
northeast the length of west-

ern Virginln, Two ranges of | 0

mountaing, the Blue Rldge on
the east and the Alleghenies
on the west, bind the valley
and protect the flanks of sany
army operating there as Irm[,|
ns the passes are held. The
Shenandoah river runs from
south to north in the valley.
Its two forks join near the
north end (foot) of the valley
and meet the Potomae river
at Harper's Ferry.

The Massanutton  Moun-
talng split the valley near the
north end for about 50 miles,
leaving n valley on each side.
The narn rpwer one on the enxl
Is called’ Luray Valley after
its principal town. Only one
road crossed the Massanuts
tons, running from New Mar-
ket on the west o Luray
on the east,

A macadamized road, calls
ed the Valley Dike, ran on
the west side of the Muassa.
nuttons.

Polnting stralght into Mary-
land and Pennsylvania be-
yond, the valley was one of
the Confederate's safety
valves, Whenever pressure be-
came too great on Confeder-
ate armles In eastern Virgin-
In, & force could be thrown
into the valley,
threatening Washington {rom
the northwest as well as Bal-
timore and Pennsylvania,

Reading from north to
south, the wvalley towns al-
ter Harper's Ferry were: Win-
chester, Mt, Jackson, Stras
burg, Woodslock, New Mar-
ket, Harrisonburg and Slaun-
ton In the west corridor;
Front Royal, Luray, Conrad's
Store and Port Republic in
the east corridor
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of May,

Unjon Army of the
Chickaheminy river lay Fair

was the site Johnston picked for the first

of o serles of blondy battles

Many died in the battle, but no real de-

Robert E. Lee, military
viser to President Jelferson
Dayvis, Lee sald to go abesd
and try to stop the Federils
and gave Stonewall command
of Maj, Gen. Richard Ewell's

diviglon and the iroops of
Brig. Gen. Edword (Allegh-
eny) Johnson. All together
Jackson had  about 10,000

man, Against him were align:
ed aboul 70,000 Union troops
seattored among thrde coms
manders.

Jackson prepared carefully
for the campalgn, Hig topo
graphieal enginecer, Jed
Hotehlkiss, mapped the north-
ern end of the valley, Stone.
wall himself drew up aecu-
rate charls of distunces be-
tween the chief towns, He was
ready to enll to order the
class in tacties and demon.
strite hig brand of lighining
Wiir,

His subordinates were told
as: ltile as possible of his

plans, the foot soldiers noth-
ing.
On May 8, 1862, Jackson

opened up by hitting a part
of Fremont's command — it
MeDawell, Va, in the south-
ern poart of L!w valley wost
of Harrlsonburg and drove
them #hout 30 miles north-
west, Fremont now was out
of touch with Banks, whose

CHICKAHOMINY CAMPAIGN—AL the end
1862, Confederate Gen. Joseph
Johnston seét out to level a blow at the
Patamae,

A

MAJESTIC

Near the
Onks, and this

for Richmond.

battle. (UPD)

troops were al Strasburg, Va.,
about 20 miles south of Win-
chester,

Jackson sent Ewell north
in the Luray Valley, march-
ing his own men north from
Harrlsonburg, culling across
the Massanutton Mountains
and jolning Ewell at Luray.

The combined force hit a
Federal detachment al Front
Roval on May 23, and sent
it flying north toward Wine
chester,

Supplies Abandoned

Buanks at Strasburg was
outflunked, realizing the dan-
ger, Banks raced north for
Winchester, He barely es-
enped annihilation and made
Winthester only by abondon-
e all his supplies,

Jockson wag delayed on his
way from Front Royal to
Winchester when some of his
troops stopped to loot one of
the Federn! wagon trains and
missed pinching off Banks,
He then attacked at Winches-
ter on May 25, Banks, defeat-
| ed, made a disorderly retreat
| 20 miles north across the Po-
tomac river.
| The strikes at Front Royal
and Winchester netted 3,000
prisoners, 10,060  muskets,
several cannons and wagon
frains {ull of supplies, all of
|\\h1c Jackson and the Con-

cislon resulted, Gen, Johngton was wound-
ed and carried f{rom the field, After his
injury, Gen. R. E. Lee would take command
of Confedernte
graph from the Library of Congress collec-
tion, the Army of the Potomac ls shown
en route from the Chickahominy after the

forces. Here, in a litho.

federacy desperately needed.
With Jackson controlling
the wvalley and threatening
Harper's Ferry, Secretary of
War Edwin M. Stanton pan-
icked in Washinglon and or-
dered 20,000 of MeDowell's
troops to march west from
Fredericksburg, Va., to the
valley, This halted & planned
move to reinforce MeClellan
before Richmond, a move that
had a vital bearing on the
Peninsula campaign.
Offensive Ordered

Fremont, little hurt so far
In the south of the valley, was
ovdered to go on the offensive,

Banks was relnforced with
15,000 men and aleo ordered
south after Jackson.

That left Stonewall In a
tight spot with McDowell's
troops under Gen. James
Shields pressing in from the
east, Fremont from the west
and Banks from the north,
His only route was south
along the paved valley plke
and he took it without delay

on May 31,
Shilelds retook Front Royal;
Fremont was skirmishing

with Jackson's cavalry atl Ce-
!dnr creek, 20 miles south of
| Winchester.

All day and all night prod-
ded his wagon train South
along the Pike, his

troops
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In Las Vegas the other day,
a radlo station sent one of Its
re;:c;rters put to do a man-on-
the-street  questionnaire on
Laos, Pasking his mleraphone
on the sidewalk, he began ask-
ing passers-by: *“Where s
Laos, and why Is it so impor-
tant in the news?"

It was & washout, He found

wiis sumewhere on the other
side of the world but didn't
know where,

I the general run of people
are as vague as all that about
Laos maybe we'd better do a
little backgrounding on South-
east Asia, of which Laos is
a part,

ONE person who thought it |

China, historically, is a group |
of Southeast Asia states that
for nearly a century before |
World War 11 were French |
eolonies. It included Annam,
Cambaodia, Cochin China, Laos
and Viet-Nam - all familiar

China until about the B00's
A.D. The pext seven or eight|
centurles saw more or less|
constant {ighting to throw off |
Chinese rule. The French be-
gan to Intervene in Indo-
China about 1785, For three
quarters of a century there
was more or less constant |
fighting, a&nd by 1907 the]|

entire area.

in the big headlines these
days s the remnant of French

Indo-China. French Indo-
panting from
marches, with rear ‘units

fending off Shield's and Fre.
mont's skirmishes.

By nightfall Jackson had
his weary army safe at Wood-
stock, half way down the val-
ley.

The next day, June 2, pa-
trols of Shields and Fremont
Joined on the Pike buu il was
empty, Jackson's “foot cav-
alry" had won the day again,
Shields and Fremont pursu.
ed, Fremont on Lhe west side
of Massanutton, hields on
the east, cut off from com-
munication by the massive
hogback,

By June 5 Jackson was
back at Harrisonburg, where

away south. But he had other
Ideas,

He sent Ewell to Cross
Keys below Huorrisonburg to
stop Fremont., That Ewell did
easily, Meanwhile Jackson
hit Shields at Port Republic
and drove him back 20 miles:

That ended the valley cam-
paign. Between April 30 and
June 8 Jackson had marched
400 miles, fought and won
five battles, defeated four
Union commanders, seized
great quantities of supplies
the Confederates needed bad-

foreing MceClellan, panicked
Washington for a time, mud-
dled the plans of the Pen-
insular campalgn and made
himself a reputation as 8 mas-
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HAT we are reading ahout |

it he wished he could fade|

1y, kept McDowell from rein-|
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In World War II, the Jap-
anese overran practically Lhc
entire region, but when they
were defeated they lost it all.
|In the peace settlement that
| tollowed World War II, the

UT—

In the meanwhile—

The PEOPLE of Indo-China
had developed a strong desire
for independence. When the
war ended, they set oul to
throw off French rule. Under
the leadership of Communist-
trained Ho Chi Minh, they
eventually ran the French
out,

names {n the news these days. |
The Chinese ruled Indo-|

French gained control of the |

By that time, however, the| Asin business.

Chinese communists had
come to the conclusion that
THEY wanted afid needed
ALL of Southeast Asia. So
they set o} to TAKE it. By
shen, we had learned {p the
| hard school of experience
that these Chinese commu-
nists were not the “simple
agrarian reformers” we had
been claiming they were, So
we sterted out to do what we
could to checkmate them.

AD TO SAY, we didn't
have much luck then, and
lwe haven't had much luck
gince, Bevause of Communist
Uﬂ Chi Minh’s help in run-
ning the French out, the peo-
ple of Southeast Asla, espe.
cinlly the people of the for-
| mer French colonies, leaned
|1uwnrd the communists and
were suspleious of us because
we were allies of the French,

N CAPSULE form, there is

the background of this
| Southern Asia business, Com-
munist Chine WANTS South-
east Asia, Communist China
INFFDS Southeast Asia,
Amung other things, only

long forced | French took Indo-China back. | Burma sells more RICE in

world markets than this Indo-
| China area. Rice makes up
| two-thirds of its exports. Rice
{s the chief food of the Chi-
nese, China, reportedly, can't
produce enough rice to feed
its people. If it could grab
the rice of Indo.Chinam, it
waotlld help.

That helps to explain why
communlst China Is so deep-
ly inveolved in this Southeast
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