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Swiss Theologian Considered Greatest of°Present Centary

and , this Word of God 1o all men,

By LOUIS CABSELS i

Dr. Karl Barth of Basel,
Switzerland, is a short,
ltaoped msn of 78. He peers
at the world
through thick
eyeglasses
and usually
wears & small,
Pquizzical
smile. He has
blen a domi.
nant figure in
Protestant
theology for

Cansels the past 40
years, and scholars today re-
fer to him matter-of-factly as
the greatest theologlan of
this century and one of the
greatest of all time.

Dr, Barth has been in the
United States for the past
month, It is his first visit 1o
this country. He delivered a
series of lectures at the Uni-
versity of Chicago, and a
similar serles at Princelon
Theologieal Seminary. Last
week he was In Washington,
D.C, for seminars at George
Washington University and
Amerlcan University.

In these talks, Dr, Barth
has sought 1o summarize and
clarify the main themes of
the “evangelical theology"
which he has expounded in
morg than 200 books,

Some laymen who have
heard him speak have come
away wondering, “Whatl's so
new about that?"

Would Delight Barth

The question would delight
Dr. Barth, His purpose has
never been to offer novel,
modern interprelations of
Christlanity. What he has
sought to do—and in great
measure, has succeeded in
doing—is to rescue theology
from the by-ways of 18th Cen-
tury liberallsm and bring it
back to the broad high road
of the Gospel,

Where liberalism lended {o
focus on human experlence,
and to reason upward from
man, nature and history to-
ward a concept of God, Dr.
Barth took exactly the oppo-
gite  mpproach. He began
where the prophets of ancient
Israel began, with the Su-
preme Facl of a creating and
sustalining God who is
“wholly ather" than man,
who entirely transcends
man's finite cosmos of time
and space, and who can never
he apprehended or under-
stood by His human creatures
excepl as He chooses to re-
veal Himself {o them,

1t Is both presumpluous
and futile, Dr. Barth said, for
men o speculate aboul what
God “ought” to be like, or In
whal manner he “should" re-
veil himself. Man can only
listen for God's own “Word"
or self-expression, This
“Word" requires no external
validation; it authenticates ii-
self because the God who
speaks i{ is also presenl in
human hearts, enabling men
to respond in faith and love
to truths which they could
never reich with the short
arms of logic.

'Word' Faithfully Recorded

Much confusion aboul Dr,
Barih's theology might be
avolded by noting that he
uses the lerm, “Word of
God," in the same sense thal
it is uped in the prologue io
the Fourth Gospel—namely,
{0 connote the self-revenling
netivity of God in history.

Klamath Forester
Plans Norway Trip

Yrekn - Forest Supervisor
Charles A, Yates has  an
nounced that Thomas J.

Smithberger, a forester on the
YViehn staff of the Klamath
National forest will leave soon
to spend n year studving for-
estry in Norway

Smithberger has received
a Fulbright Grant from the
department of state for the
academic year 196263 during
which he will be affiliated
with the Agricultural College
of Norway and The Norwe
ginn Forest Research Institute
at Vollebekk,

The grant will be used by
Smithberger (o study  Nor-
wegian methods of determin
Ing and predicting forest
growih

Baker Reclamallun
Project Approved

Whashington i The
House Reclamation subcom- |
mittee Wednesday reecom.
mended construction of the 8|
million Baker Reclamation
Project in Oregon

The subcommitter approved
a bill by Rep. Al Ullman (D-}
Ore) to bulld Mason Dam on
the Powder river south of
Baker to provide irrigation

facilities In the area

I'he bill was amended In
line with an Interior Depari
ment recommendations to al-
low exceptions from the 160

acre limitation on lands served
with project water, The limi
may be exceeded on lands of
lower quallty

The full interior commities
Is expected 1o take up the bill

next week I

| Bible itself is the literal and

'!nillly Christrenlrrnd

Dr. Barih bellieves that this scense, all of his hooks are

eWord of God" s faithfully |commentaries on the basic

recorded in the Bible, and his | fact that the transcendent,
point has given a mighty im- ||m.nded more men by “taking
petus to the modern reviva {up humgnity” in Christ, thus |
of Biblical theology. But ht- bridging the gul! petween
is not a fundamentalist, and |Creator and creature which
he has never subscribed to the | could never have bee® crossed
fundamentalist view that the ffrum the other sice
He sharply disagrees with
infallible word of God the theologians such as Ger-
Ta Dr. Barth, as to Martin Immvs Rudolph Bultmann
Luther, the Bible's supreme |who told that there are
importance stems from its | “mythological” elements in
testimony 1o Jesus Christ, [the New Testarnent. Barthian
“the Word made flegh " theology strongly aflfirms that
Dr, Barth's theology Is|the life, death and bodily
In # |resurrection nr (‘hrul were
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and consolation affecting all and

they were sent |glan,'
nesses experirnced A
"to altul Jesus as cnn!‘rnn!allrjn

Men are free to accept |

Dr, | th®ir testimony, or to reject

vigorous insistence on this |unknowable CGiod has conde- | Barth rejecls any attempt to [ii, says Dr. Barth, But i® i:{rely on blind trust In the

-“prme e historicity of the |sheer srrogance for any mod- | Biblical witnesses 1o accept

Resurrection. The methods of |ern theologiin to treat the |the

nyhr:thleni witnesses “as thgegh |claimed. The
e

“witnesses" |nhmn the Wurd n[ God than |

were better informed

which is recogded in the New |they were.’

Testament. “Even the smallest, the
“It was granted to them" | sirangesi, the simplest, the

says Dr. Barth; "to hear the |obscurest among them has an |

Word of God in its glory, as |Incomparable advantage over |
warning | even the most pious, scholarly

sagacious later theolo- |
he says, for these wil- |
“direct

wilh God
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Creamy or Chunky

Use

selected fruits,

Famous pork
n beans.
Reg. 5 for 31,

CORN

Just arrived. The tinest golden corn specially selected
for superb flavor. Guaranteed by Sofaway.
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| dwells '
|but in them,"

|Century can be as certain as

which i= unique in huﬂln
| history
But Modern man need only

good news they pro-|
samé Holy|
Spirit which enabled the first |
| Apostles to se¢ and under-
stand the risen Christ sti)
‘not only among men,
and by the en-
lightening power of his ace
tion, Christians of the 20th

those of the First Century
that “God was in Christ,
reconciling the world fo Him.
self.”

Altt@ugh Karl Barth I';BnT

an encyclopedic knov.lu.d;e

of modern thought, and fs!

recognized even among non-

Christian philosophers as one |

of the towering Intellecte nf:
this or any other age, he has
shown il’l increasing disposi-

tion over®the years to avoid
technical jargon in express
ing his profound insights,

“My experience has been,” |
he said recently, “that if I
simply repeat wimt the Bible |
says about God, the people
undertsand. We clergymen |
should do this more often, I |
think."

Although Dr. Barth once
served as a parish minister,
and still likes to think of him- |
self as one, his only preaching |
these days Is done in Sum
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larly ) ners too. But they think they
“In prison,” he explains, * l|are gaints, and I do not feel

fetl at home among sinners. 'at home."”
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