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Flight o' Time

Medlard and Jacksan County
Mistory: from the files of The
Mail Telbune 10, 20, 30, 40
and S0 vears aga.

10 YEARS AGO

May 16, 1852 (Friday)
Medford scheol digtrict vol-

ers have approved a budget

in excess of the § per cent

limitation for the coming fis-

cal yvenr by a margin of 477

to 85.

The Medford High sehool
baseball squad left early this
afternoon for Albany where
{1 will take part in the state
prep tournament,

20 YEARS AGO
May 16, 1942 (Balurday)

State highway commission
promises  “limited improve:
ment” i highwny bottleneck
at Ashluond's Plaza Intersee-
tion

From Arthur Perry's “Ye
Smudge Pol” column; *Sum.
mer unofliclally nrrived yes.
ferday and the first ecitleen
gol hix knuckles barkerd by
an elecirie fan."

30 YEARS AGO

May 16, 1832 (Monday)
Searchers find bodies of

elderly couple In Dead Tndian

aren; poir missing since  §e-

vore miduJunuary blizzard.

position No. 6—Arno H. Denecke

Recommendations

1t is nog the usunl practice for the Mail Tribune
1o make any endorsements in contested partisan
races in the primary election, believing this to be @
largely the function of the parly organizations o
and of the volers in each party.

We do, however, make Known oup recommends-
tions and opinions on measures, ghd in non-partisan

contests. Herewith (s a recapitulation of those
views:

Judicial .
For judge of the Oregon supreme court,

L]
For Oregon Tax Judge—Peter Gunnar.

State Measures
Six per cent limitation amendment—vote

yes.

Salaries of state legislators—vole yes.
County Measure
Home Rule Charter—vole yes.
Annexation Measure
For Southwest Medford area—no recom-

mendation.

—E.A.

?
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Annexation Problems

We have heen through a couple of annexa-
‘tion election fights in the past dozen or so years,
and have seen how terribly upset people can ® ¢ @©
become in the throes of trying to decide whether
it would be better for them to join forces with
the city to obtain its services and conveniences
(and taxes), or whether to continue trying to

it alone.

We have every sympathy with those who vio-
lently oppose annexztion; we also have every
sympathy with those who believe that becoming
a part of the eity is the only solution to their

ticular problems.

There are public policies and issues involved,
but basica[]y, it is a decision which each indiv- name of Hen Day appeared
icdual will have to make for himself.
make no recommendation on the annexation pro-
posal to be voted on Friday, involving a large|Rule is adopted.” This is not

a south and west of Medford,

UR view is this:
The city should stand ready and willing to

. = s

Certain gituations in the past, because of san-

itary and similar problems, have caused the city |statements
to take an aggressive role in seeking annexation,
But the time has come, we believe, when the eity it is an injustice, not only
must stand aside—providing advice and authen-
tic facts, of course, but not heing aggressively |

or against the proposal _
Annexation would cause the costs of city

government to go up somewhat, but not signifi-|
cantly as far ag Medford taspayers are con-
cerned, with most of the added burden being|of the Mail Tribune, as well

bor

HE people in the area have a real problem, anc

ne by those who are annexed.
- . - - -

must decide for themselves how to golve it.
The alternatives are to annex the city; to

form unwieldy special service districts for sewer,

Dennis the Menace’

DT T s St g, e v O

* 1 DONT THINK MY EARS

ARE 50 816, AN'I'M MITA LTTLE
PITCHER. 1 PLAY FIRST BASE!"

ﬁ Newsom
l Brazil's third largest city and

| who have found the peddling

By PHIL NEWSOM

UPI1 Foreign News Analyst

By New World standards,
Recife is an ancient city which
lies along the Atlantic Ocean
near Brazil's
enstern » most
bulge. A sea
breeze relieves
the heat from
an cquatorial
sun, bouncing
off cobble-
stone streels
and old bulld-
ings of yellow-
ed stucco. It is

it s a haven for smugglers

|of American cigareties, razor
blades and automobiles & bet-
ter living than could be ob-
tained on the parched plains
Inland,

Away from the waterfront
is the swank Portuguese Club
where tropical flowers bloom
and there is a swimming pool.

Among the fashionable
homes in the neighborhood

cortain circumsiances the use of a

| contrary is often the case,

Untruth Protestad

To the Editor: As secretary
for The County Citizens For
Home Rule Charter | wish
Ite correct a' misglatement
made by Willium Deatherage
In debate at Mediord Senlor
High School, May 14.

Mr. Deathernge sald “The

We shall|in an advertisement as one

{ the peraons willing to run

|u
Commissioner I Home

for

Irue.

Unfortunately, no records
were in my possession while
atlending the debate so0 1
might answer Mr. Deathers
nge's false statement. It is also

accept this added area, should the people desive|unfortunate that this letter
it, but it should not (and it has not, in this case)
actively promote annexatiou.

will not reach each person in
attendance Monday evening,
It is my opinlon thal this inel-
dent is typical of the mis
ancd  half - truths
used by some oppoging the
Home Rule Charter and that

to Mr. Day, but to the voters
of Jackson county attending
meetings in a sincere efforl
la receive factual information
on the Charler

For clarification, 1
the following (acls

I In the Apeil 20 edition
as editions of the Ashland Tid-
| ings and Rogue River Times,
an udvertisement  appeared
with the following heading:
| “Who would run for Commis-
sloner if Home Rule is adopt-
Iv-d " The liat of persons did
NOT include the name of Ben

Primary election nominees iyater and other services; to seek county or state | Day.

include: Republicans — Frank
Porl, voroner; George Carler,
county clerk; William Briui:esl
Jr., disteiet attorney. Demo-
oruts - George Codding, dis
trict attorney; Lewls Ulrich,
ecounty clerk.

40 YEARS AGO ‘
Muy 16, 1922 (Tuesday)
Woman here tells of bronk-
Ihg record for driving between
d und San Francisco
ing trip in 22 hours,
43 minutes.
Medford

citizens

or federal help (which is highly uncertain, even

improbable, under existing laws), or to drift

along

in a situation which i certain to become

worse as time goes on.

One other alternative is possible, but only if

T In the April 15 edition |
of the Medford Mail Tribune, | g

| page ZA, the following head-
ling appeared on advertises

ment ‘We  endorse  Home
Rule! The name of Ben Day
DIDY appear in this  Hsting

the Home Rule Charter is passed this Friday. along with 36 names of highly

That is for the county to supervise the needed |

dia

'service work under the authority given it in the
|charter, in cooperation with the area’s people.

We believe that annexation is the best imme-
te path to solution, but also believe that this

"lsindle day’ to colloet eloth. selves,—E. A.

ing for starvipng orphans in

Near Eanl

50 YEARS AGO

May 16, 1912 (Wednesday)
City of Medford announces

rentuls lor hooths In new mu.

nicipal market of 20 cents al

doy, §1 a week, §3 a month

sons with haskets,”
L, Niedermeyver purchases
throe lots an Flr streel for

S10,500; plans to ercet mod-[that paper wrote about a candidate who was

ern livery stuble on site.

What's Your 1.0.?

Nine ar ten camreel i auperior]
voven or might ix excellent; Five or
tin is good.

1. Name the Tour qualities
of tasle gongations

2. 15 a nectarine
of plum, or peach?

A s Asconsion day 20
ar 40 days after Easter?

4. Neopolitan would denote
a native of which city?

B, Is there a inw requiring
A Supreme Court justice 1o He
native born?

fi. Complete
‘Spare the rod

7. When an adult hns a tull
wel of teeth ore 14, 13
or 14 In epch jaw?

. I you wanted to have
permanent [lowering planus
would you annuals, or
porennials?

. Why 15 » horseshoe nail
od over a door open end up?

10 Does the Bill of Rights
of the .S Consitution con-
tain 6, B or 10 amendments?

Answars: 1, Sweel, sour,
salt and bitter. 2. Peach. 3, 40
days. 4. Naples, Italy. 5. No.
8, . .. and spoil the child.”
7, Sixteen, 8. Perennials. 0.
Te keep the luck Irom run-
ning oul. 10, Ten,

n variely

30

Lhe prover,

there

lise

(]

Firm and Unequivocal

One of our subseribers was kind enough to
send us a clipping from The Apache Sentinel
and *nominal charges for per- of Apache Junetion, Arizona, which is particu-

larly appropriate right now.,

on

"

f
In

fasked to make clear his position on a locally im- | pues and uee
portant guestion.

whiskey drinking
This was his reply:

"1 had pob intended o discuss s
siml subject at this particalor time
vou to Know I titke & firm stand on every issue

regardless of how 1 feel about whiskey. And, Bros
ther, here's where 1 stand oo this burning question

“H ovou mean the Devil's Brow
the Bloody Monster, the Defiler of the Innocent, that
Hauld that dethrones reszon
erty Hiterally takes tly
ol babes; it vou mean that evil concodtion that topples
Christian tvan and woman from the pinnacles of vight

NOEL controyver
However, 1 want

the Poison Scourigs

crentes miscry and poy

vea! bread oot of the mounths

eous and gractous living down into the bottomless
pit of despair and degradation, shame, hopolessness
then sir, 1T am agninst this Brew of Satan with all my
powur

Howeser; f sou mean the ol of conversation
philosophie wine and ale thnd ds consumed when good
fellows get together, that puls & soing in the heart anil

lnughter ofn the lips, and a warm [ow of contentiment

and well being into the oves, 1T vou moan the Christs
mae cheor, f you mean the drink HHal coables 5 man
o mpgnity s joy and happing and forgol his diebis
and life's otl fies, heart-brvaks and sorrow
f you mean drink, sit sale of whieh oy
nio the 1reas fitold milliohs of dollars. w
wieit to jfrovide (eader care fon itk ppled oh
dren, our blind, our pititilly aged snd =
firty, wnd to Balld highwavs hospiinl
Brother, 1'm for it '

Thix, wir, {8 my stand. 1 w 1ot relrael ons
word noy will 1 compromilse. You asked for my

stand on this ssue. There it

Does this remind you of anyone yvou've heurd

lately ?—IE.A.

@

espected and intelligent mem-
boers of both political partles,
fneluding  the name of Mr,
Dentherage’s law partner, Mr
Otto J. Frohnmuyer

The above |& o matler of
publie record. It would have

conduct |18 for the people involved to decide for them-|behooved Mr. Deatherage 10 | power.

check the facts belore making
sthtemient of un-
truth in publie debate
Mrs. Earl B Bigalow,
Secretary,
Cittzens for
llome Rule Charter,
1005 Fast Main st.,
Medford

n o positive

Taxes and Costs
I'o the Editor: Under the
heading of “What's Wrong?"

he Editor's Notebook,” Jim Brooks of Me. Ken Callison in Commu-

"o
putposely owe
willing 1o pay

nleations of 3/0 states
DBusincéssmen

He was asked to take a stand imterest rathor than borrow

operating  capital  from. the
bank

This sugresie a novel ex
planation for a portion of the
delinguency in personal prop-
taxes recently roported
our county
involuntarily
business, fur
opserating
of the busi-

ery
In

government
in the banking
nishing

other words

3

st - ealled
ipital to =ome

waamen  in the county, The
lustification 1= that theév are
paving imterest. This should
e reported (o the bank that
loves to lend” and some of
the delinguency can be ool
leeted promptly

Wi agree with My Calllson
that gome elected oflicinls are
didicated men angd the late
Ray Schumacher 1= A fine
example It was Mr Schu
macher, along withh many of
his  associstes, who recom:
mwended 1o our Home Rule
wnittee  that the asscssor

siouist b

appointed and not

eledied. He attribiated o great
(LTI of hiz  troubles in
stratghtening out the affairs
of the spesEor & office o m
prodecessor  elected by the

count
igon will Investi
will find
pavs the

W snlaries permitted
under state law for the vari
o

3

belleve he

1 county

submit |

Communications...

Letlers to the Editor must bear the name and address of the wriler, although under
pen name or initial for publication is
The Mail Tribune reserves ihe right 1o edit all letters with a view to clarification and
condensation. Letters submitted for publication must not excesd 400 words, The letters
printed in this column do not necessarily represent the views of the paper; in lact the

ous officials involved, at least
for counties of comparable
populations. His recommenda-
tion to pay our county offici
als more does not coincide
with his statement in the
final parsgraph that the cosls
of counly government under
# Home Rule Charter would
Increase immediately and
keep rising continuously.

Our Home Rule Charter has
not been prepared with the
iden in mind of increasing the
cost of county government. In
fact we have been assured
that if a majority of the com-
missioners elected are ton-
servative, economies ean be
effected. However, if the vot-
ers demand constantly in-
crensed facllities and services
and elect & majority of com-
missloners who are so mind-
ed, our costs can and will
mount.

To my mind this proves
that under & Charter our coun-
ty government can be kept
under the control of our
volers,

MeLeod Maurice,
Gold Hill, Ore.

Powers Questioned

To the Editor: Since the so.
|.:ntT|?d Home Rule diseussions
started in the paper, 1 have
read all with interest, As Mrs.
Rutter remarked at the origi-
nal Public disclosure of the

lprnposed Home Rule Charter,

YIL is indeed surprising how
right hoth those thai speak
for and those that speak
#gainst the proposed charter
can make il sound.”

Therein lies much of the
danger, 1 belleve. Those that
one reason or another

\want it passed can make

sound SO right.

For example, it seems to me
miuch better to take the time
and whatever effort is neces-
sary to do our own picking
l_ ftom among 28 sheriff aspir-
| nnls, than to have absolutely
Ino choice at all.
| They that want il passed
!i‘\?!|hl very strongly that it is
|in fact Home Rule, and thit
tthe  people have the  linal

I Just where does liis Home
| Rule give ANY powers o the
i |1|'nu11"’

Chapter 2, Section 14, of
| the charter, sub-gection 1 and
2, dealing with pawers vested,
states: 1, The legislative pow-
e of the county s vested in,
and shall be exercisable only
by the board of counly com.
missioners, and 2. All other
powers of the county are
vested in the board and may
Ibe exerclzsed by it or by per-
sons acting under its author-
ity

Chapler 3. Section 15, Es-
tablishment and function. A
board of seven commissioners
I8 hereby established ax the
principal  legislative and
policy making agency of the
county

Sa the board of commis
stomers make the county laws,
put them into effect, and en-
foree them

History teaches that in all
the countries where all pow-
ers were given or taken that
it became in actual fact a die-
tator dominated country

The ery 15 now concerning
Home Rule in our eounty,
OH' it couldn’t happen here

That same remark was made |

did
Ltaly,
name

hout i
happen
Russia, and
a few
Yes,

Germany, hut
there, and
Cuba,

in
1o
just

Oh the relereondum,
the power by the people to
rocnll, Hag any one investl
gated what it would ecost the
taxpavers (o recpll
election? Or what legal gym-
wiould Do necessary
bofore a recull election could
startod®

hold a

|

be The answer 1o
both is too much, with the
end  result  very  much in
toubt

Please folks, before U's too
vole Nh o Heme Rule
gAirry Turpor
Route 1, Box 383
| Central Point, Ore

late

srmissible.

Urge Yes Vote
To the Editor: The follow-

ing residents of the Rogue
Valley Manor favor Home
Rule Charter, We urge the
citizens of this county to
study the charter and vote
YES on Friday, May 18,

Miss Clara Hinz

Miss Laura Hinze

Dr. Flora Ross

Mrs. Rease Braloy

Ross Blythe

Mrs. Beatrice Brooks

Miss Kathryn Hornebrook

Mr. and Mrs, Damuel W.

Amey

Ted Coates

Rogue:Valley Manor

Medford

She's Delighted

To the Editor; T congratu.
late the Democratic party of
Jackson county on the high
callbre of its legislative can-
didates presented in  this
year's primary election,

How long has it been since
a Democral has been elected
to the Oregon State Senate?
Not in the memory of even
the old old-timers. In fact not
many Democrats over the
years have been able to af-
ford the sacritice of time from
jobs, nor the money to cam-
paign.

This time, T am delighled
lo discover In my Voters
Pamphlet that Henry Padgh-
am, one of Jackson county's
most outstanding, widely re
spected and public spirited
eitizens, iz running on the
Démocratic licket for the
State Senate.

Henry, a native Oregonian,
has lived and worked and
served in this community for
44 years, He launched and
has successfully run his own
business and payroll for 20
Vears.

Along with his wife, Augus.
Im, and their family (reared
and educated here), Henry
his devoted more of his spare
hours to helping people in
need, working for civic, phil-
anthropic and educational
causes in  this community,
| than uny one person I have
known.

Bevause he has given of
himself for sa long and so
| unstintedly, he knows the

pulse and the needs of his
community. He will be the|
most selfless, the most effi-
|elent, and the most dedicated
|_kind of a public servant. He
has my vote for the State
Senate

Mrs. Max Wimmer

1115 West Second st

Medford

Charler N;l “Metro"

To the Editor
there has heen an

Recently |
effort to|

the those of absentee Swners
of Fernambuco state's wvast
plantations, worked by tenani
farmers increasingly rebelli-
ous under the prodding of the
Communist-led Peasants
League and the pressures of
starvation brought on by the
drought which grips the whole
of northeast Brazil.

The drought extends over
eight northeastern states with
& population of more than 20
millien, and in all of them
violen~e rides cloge to the sur.
face.

Hungry peasanis raided
market places and in Pesque-
ira sacked a warehouse,

Pernambuco officials who
selzed all avallable supplies
of black besns and corn for
distribution to the peasants,
estimated that in Recife ware-
houses there were 2,000 tons
of beans controlled by specu-
lators.

Brazilian officlals meeting
urgently, if belatedly, in Re-
cife knew that only quick ac-
tion could averl a major ex-
plosion among people who
earned 50 cents & day and

plans that are being studied
and used in highly congested
metropolitan areas.

Dade county in Florida
seems to be much in our peo-
ple's minds. In 1837 Dade
county wvoted in a form of
metro government because the
sprawling urhan areas of
Miami, Coral Gables, Hialeah,
and more than 20 other cities
were In a state of government
chaos, A unified transit sys
tem was urgently needed as
most of these municipalities
ran into each other, County-
wide garbage and water-sewer
conirol was desperately need-
ed because Florida's flat land
and high water table make
private seplic systems prac-
tically impossible., These
things and others have been
accomplished under Dade
Metro, and of course they cost
money. Nevertheless, the
VOTERS of Dade have NINE
TIMES reaffirmed their sup-
port of the Dade Metro, in
spite of strong opposition,

Somehow the antl's of the
charter have decided that
Dade county is the perfect
parallel to Jackson county.
Incredible! Dade was already
a thorough mess when its citi-
zens decided on a metro goy-
ernment gystem,

Jackson counly has been
blessed by r bly good
government in the past, and
may expecl its voters lo con-
tinue to be intelligent, But
we do expect growth. The
more orderly our system of
government, the more re-
sponsive to the direcl wishes
of the voters, the better,

In reply to the hysterical
and ill-informed people who
misunderstand metropoli tan
government in Jackson coun-
ty: Under the charter the
cities would retain their sov.
ereignty, the volers would not
lose their vote, the county
will not be run by Khru-
shehey,

Irving Lord
388 Beach si.
Ashland, Ore.

Mosquito Problem
To the Editor: I think some-
thing should be done about
these pesty mosquitoes, In
Juckson county there are lots
of ditches for mosgultoes to
breed. Why doesn't the health
department do something
about this? The mosquitoes
are in your ditches, Why don't |
you get rid of them? |
I'll tell you why, because
You can't pay for il. There
were jots of mosquitoes last
summer, There will be twice
as many this year. Mosquito
bites may cause infections
I think something should be
done about these mosquitoes,
Viekl Rugland
(Age 0)
3182 South Pacitic Hwy, |
Medford

| throw a bright red herring be. | Ashlanders for Charter

fore the voters in the form of |
A seare  campaign
“Metro,”  the

whose tenacles are about to| M
It is sald that |the Charter the voters can

embrace us all
the misguided authors of the
Home Rule Charter are work-
ing with “1314 "
1313 East 60th st., Chicago
. 12 the address of the Coun-

of  State  Governments,
which studies the problems of
government in metropaolitan
arens. There are many other
such organizations, because
the problems of metro govern.
mentl are becoming acute in
our country az the population
rises, and with it the present
confusion of power and ret
spansibility  in our crowded
reslons

We in Jackson county are
fortunate that we do not have
such pressing metropolitan
problems. As yvel ours iz
relatively thinly populated
county

o

cil

Qur proposed County char
ter is NOT a proposal for
nelro government: it doee ot
propos¢ annexation of all un-
incorporated land into a con
solidated city government, nor
aoea it outline city « county

| consolidation. nor a borough
| plan, nor many of the other'

o

To the Editor: Your neigh. |

abouyt|bors in Ashland urge you to
“Octopus’|Vole for Home Rule Charter

Friday's election. Under
exert control over county af.
falrs ag they have never been
ible to do before.
A vote for the Charter {5 a
vote for sell government
Dr. and Mrs, William
M. Sammons
Dr. M, E. Woodell
Dr. Elma N. Stovenson
Mrs, Thornton Shively
All Ashland, Ore

Porter's Record

To the Editor; This is my
first letter to you, but 1 have
been so shocked at some of
the letters written about Mr
Porter, and some of the re-
marks made about him by
Mr. Duncan, that | can no
longer keep silent.

I do not know Mr. Porter
of any of the other candidates,
but 1 do know Mr. Porters
record while he was in Corg:
gress, and that's what I'm in-
terested in

I do not doubt the fact that
Mr. Duncan has a charming
wife, but it takes more than
a charming wife (o make a
good Congresfman

As fer what Mr

|one can believe what

Porter ®

were being asked to pay 90
cents a pound for beans.

The same pressures were
upon President Kenpedy and
Brazilian President Joao Gou-
lart when for B'4 hours they
conferred in Washington last
month.

Out of that conference came
promises of immediate U.S,
help and long-runge plans
calling for each natlon to con-
tribute almost equally a total
of $278 millien for construc-
tion of roads, electric power
and educational facilities and
irrigation.

But the pressing need wasg
now. As a first step, the U8,
announced this week that
10,000 tons of surplus U.S

thinks about admitting Red
China into the UN, as a
citizen of a free country he
has a right to that belief. If
they
read In many of the papers
and magazines there are a
great many people all over
the world that feel that 650-
million people can no longer
be ignored; especially as it
can't be too long before they
will also have atomic bombs.
While I might not always
agree with Mr, Porter, 1 re-
gpect him for his honesty and
integrity and I shall eertainly
vote for him and hope all of
you do likewise,
Jean Quarder
3010 East McAndrews
Medford

Strongest Candidate

To the Editor: Above the
clamor and lumult of the
campaign for the nomination
of the Democratic candidate
for Congressman of the 4th
district, one fact still remains
clearly and inescapably ap-
parent, This fact is that Rob-
ert B. Duncan is not only the
strongest candidate, but he is
also the best one, Bob Dun-
can has demonstrated that he
has the ability and character
that is necessary to be an ef-
fective representative for our
Digtriet in the United States
Congress.

We have badly needed good
representation in Congress
for a good many years, For-
tunately, we now have an
opportunity to nominate and
elect an outstanding man to
that position. I urge all Demo.
crats to unite and vote for our
best and strongest candidate,
Robert B, Duncan.

Thomas J. Reeder
308 Fluhrer Bldg.
Medford

Camouflage

To the Editor: From the
sequoias of Glant Forest 1o the
ponderosa pines of Clear Lake
and the cottonwoods of the
lower Feather River, one
hears a most musical dawn
chorus, A thousand-thousand
blackheaded grosbenks voices
are in one grand out-pouring
of nuptial song, “She's - sweel
~ and - rire - oh , , . Sweet,
and = rare — oh."

Try to locate an individual
chorister, however, and you
will have a lesson in Mother
Nature's camouflage, One in
a blue oak at Lower Lake was
an example. Through the
binoculars, one studied the
point from whence came the
sang. A bit of black shade, a
bit of brown that was last
autumn’s leaf |, . . No, here
wag & color pattern  that
blended most harmoniously
with the tree, One would have
thought that, in that mass of
verdure, a green pattern
would have been better, How
wige Is Mother Nature!

Camouflage that has saved
millions of lives in World
Wars I and 11 was the inven-
tion of a nature study en.
thusiast, He mapped colors of
birds llke grosbeaks, mam-

mals, like skunks. The worldl

sneered him, now idolize him.
C. M. Gogethe
3731 Tea st,
Sacramento 16, Calif.

Fires of Discontent Rising as Peasants -
Of Pernambuco Face Hunger; Aid Belated

beans would be shipped in
by the guickest transporta-
tion. Even that was & month
BwWay,

Meanwhile, among the peas-
ants %Who cannot, read and
hence knew®nothing of these
plans for their future, the
fires were bullding.

Strictly
Personal

By Sydney J. Harris
e Fleld zmﬂﬂu! Ine.

RETURN TO THE ANIMALS
In times of stress, such as
ours, the human animal in-
variably turns away from it-
self to the con.
templation of
other animals,
| Somehow, life
among the
“lower ore
ders” seems
higher. mora
- sensible and
s atisfactory,
than our own,
Hards Nothing else
would account for the recent
rash of best-selling books
about animal life of all kinds,
And this is not a purely Amer-
iean phenomenon; a new issua
of “The Bookseller,” publish-
ed in England, lists a dozen
and more books about furry,
winged and aquatic creatures,
There is, "Timmy, the Story
of a Spariow,” by Clare Kipps
— and not a children's book,
ns one might imagine, Thera
is a serlous study called “Man
and Dolphin,” by John C.
Lilly, in which man definitely
comes in second.

Eight titles in an "Animala
ol Britain" series are now
ready - relaling the habits
and antics of badgers, horse-
shoe bats, hedgehogs, water
voles (whatever they are),
grey squirrels, red squirrels,
olters and grey scals,

People are apparently tired
of reading about people, How
else account for "The Story
of a Goldfish" by Roger
Mauge, translated, no less,
from the French? Or '‘Pens
Ruin Summer,” by Eleanor
Pettingill, an ornithologist's
wife who lived on the Falk.
land Islands when her hus-
band was filming penguins for
Walt Digney?

The trend began, T suppose,
# few years ago, with that
rather charming book aboul a
lioness cub, called “"Born
Free" It did so well that a
British publisher is now bring-
ing out “Return to the Wild,"
a story of two lions, by Ndr-
man Carr, which |s advertised:
“From Rhodesia a lion book
that is completely different -
by a man about two male
lions."

And, of course, one of the
best-sellers in this country last
|year was “Ring of Bright
Water™ by Gavin Maxwell, a
tale of two otlers, Since then,
two publishing {irms have of-
fered separate prizes - one of
$8,000 and one for $7,500 -
for the best animal books sub-
mitted.

Most such tlales are hope-
lessly anthropomorphie -
which is the worst thing a zoo-
ologlst can say about animal
books; that is, they ascribe to
animals the mental processes
and feelings thal are proper
only to humans.,
| Except that, lately, we're
|not so sure that being “hu-
| man” is exactly a commendas

tion, Life in the wilds, some-
how, seems more rational and
even more tender than life in
|what ‘we ruefully call our
|"CI\’|Uli!IOI1 " 1 shudder to
|lhink what a literate dolphin
might wrile about us.

Try and

By BENN

Stop Me

ETT CERF

HE CORONER shot a sympathetic glance at the widow
dressed in black. with tears streaming down her face.

Iy, “Indeed T can sob-

“Can you recall your husbund'’s last words?" he asked gent=

bed the distraught
widow. “He said, '‘Don’t
ry to scare me with that
shotgun. You couldn't
hit the side of a barn,'"

Billy Rose tells the story
of & well-known ham actor
who gave up Broadway and
became & surgeon, He re
maoved an appeéndix so akill-
fully one morning that sevs
eral doctors watching him
started to applaud. Where-
upon he bowed gratefully
and cut out the patients
gall bladder for an encore

Limerick Time:
1. There's o lasa ot

To meetl whom 1 ne

in Grand Rapids
ver would wirch

She'd devour ice cream

Till with' colic she'd
Then order another

Has hair that s

Citam-—-

blg dich. .

A striking young givl in our choir
der than foir.

One more thing's unkque

And that's her phye

S0 iU's really a fov t
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