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nghly Competitive, Quality Seen Behind Northwest Timber Prices

By A. ROBERT SMITH A secondary fattor in the | Washington headguariers, re-

Mail Tribune lower price of Canadian sulted in lhe report.
Washington Correspondent | stumpage i that generally There is less price differen
Washington (Special) - The | B.C. timber iy not as high in tial as far as interior Umber

chief remson that tmber|average quality, the report|is concerned, whether it be
bought from the natlonal for- | states, spruce or Douglas (ir; bul the
tsts of the Pi. This report constitutes the widest differences occur be®

» cllic North-|answer of the Forest Servics, tween the coastal drcas of the

i wesl eosts|to Northwest lumbermen who [ twa countries in both hem
A more than have complained of certain|lock and Douglas fir
{ timber pur.| Forest Serviee timber sale Moderate in Canada
¥ chaged by Ca. | practices, Inelisding the up- In attribiting the cost dif-

nadlan compe. ferentinl chiefly to more in-
tensive bidding In the Wnited
Stutes, Muason observed that in
U& "competitive bidding hus
befn confined Primarily to
limited aress in the Van-
couver forest district, and
even therg has been moder-
ate" He sald there his been

praisal price of stumpage, The
titors in Bril- | Forest Service sent a forester
ish 'Columbia | from ils Portland ofli¢
1= the resull| Canada geveral months ago Lo
of highly com.ggather (?t{lﬂill:d dats ‘on prac-
petitive bld-|tices in B.C. An analysis of
ding in the United States, nee | the material by Tra J, Mason
cording to & study made by | head of the division of timber
the Forest Service management in the agency's
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forest North-
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Posfer Contest
Winners Named

Yreka — Results of the Keep
Californin Grien poster con
test conducted recently in Sis-
kiyou eounty have been on-
nounced from the office of the

Sikklyou county superintend-
|ent ofschonls
& Winpers from this area In

Terades ane through theee, are
Frank Watt, 8, Moust Shasta,
first place; Werher Hoyt, B,
Myunt Shasts, saliird!
Deann Pendergraft, 8, Horn.
bronk; and Robin Roy Wood,

David

it for much r.:‘ the past 15

The operating advantage [or
Canadians of being able w0
buy timber at the apprajsed
price is partly due to the fact
thit in B.C. “there are still
working circles where cutting
capacity 15 below allowable
cul” whereas in the Paeific
Northwest, Mason reported
“there is virtually no unused
cutting capacity for mill ex-
pansion."

Equslly significant in re
ducing competition, the report
=tated, “are the laws and
policies establishing licensce
priorities, quotig, and rights
of o quota holdef to preempt
timber ffom a high bidder
Thiz latter provision, &which
wiig first put into effect in
1060, is resulting in adjusting

yinilling capacity to allowabla

tultime rates by means othor
than competitive bidddng.”

vatle forests, largely rallroad
lund grant forests controlled
by the Canadian Pacific Rail-
way Co

Another unique arrang e
ment in B.C. s a tree farm
lieenge. which gives one eom
pany exclusive use of certain
government timberland on
condition that he practice sus-
tained-yield m-nagement. The
Heensee pays the sppraised
price for the timber. About
10 per cent of B.C lumber
eomes from such operators,
Mason reporied

The balance, about half of
all B.C. cutting, comes from
public forests under sustainea
vield management ing which
there 15 a limited amount of
bidding, but in certnin work
ing eircles the timber is di-
vided up among the mills on
a gquota basls - an advantage

cluded from these working
cireles. The quota covers only
the right to apply for a sale
and to cantrol the timing of
the sale. The timber must be
bought at auction in order for
the applicant to retain his
quota and the right to re
apply for more timber.

3. Overcommitted working
cireles — here the mill capac-
ity of established operators
substantinlly exceeds the al-
lownhle eut Each operator is
permitted to apply for his pro-
portionate share of the avail-
able sllowable cut. Timber is
@uhiect to bidding, but under
i 1960 act sales by sealed bid
are permitted on the request
of the quota holder who can
meet the highest sealed bld
and thus presempl the salig?
Operations Consolidated

pxcept Alsska,

said

lhe report stated. “Operations
have been consolidated and
some Operators have moved
elsewhere as the result of this
system. This system has been
extended by further act of the

inge of B.C. Is

and coastal stands.”

However, he
“timber quality on the
average for the entire prov.
lower than
thut on adiacent US. interior

legislature in 1961 to apply
to fully committed working [———— ‘———-
circles,” |

Mason reporied th@ B.C
policy is to expand s lumber |4
Industry into the undeveloped
interior forests which have |
not yet heen arganized into
working “vircles. He stated'
that the total timber stand in
B.C, was estimuted at 1.285
billion board feet in 1857
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