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\Up To Four Hours
Wait Required To
Cross Columbia

Salem - A ~ Deputy State
Highway Engineer G, 8. Pax-
|.~,ur: confirmed that there
are walting periods of up to

four hours to cross the Colum-
Astorin, he
his length are

at Bl
said delnys of

few in number

Vehicle tratfic on th
siate-ownea ‘l'l’:"('.‘ Ll
erale betwoen Astoria
AMegler, Wash, goes up sharp-
Iy in the summer becauss n"
tourists, but Paxson sal
oven tl 3
few” waiting periods during
the week

On' summer week ends,
sald, the waiting period
cross Is usually 30 o
minuto

Paxson said there are a
‘few exceptions” on  those
summer week ends when the
tide is right and clamming on
southwest Washington beaches
is good. On those fow week
i3, he sald, many Oregon
residents use the ferries, and
there have been jams with
walting periods of several
nours

On April 18 a group of offi
cinls from the Oregon const
called on Gov. Mark Hatfield
and complained that the fer-
™V eystem i antiquated, citing
witits of up to four hours
They want the Highway De-
partmoent to buy another ferry |
and improve the service, but |
the department doesn’t want
lo because in 1865 the Astoria-
Megler bridge will open, and |
the ferries will be abandoned
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