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Like a scene from a World War 11 airfield, those newly
reniwvaled and reconditioned B-26 bombars
Moedford municipal alrport

stand in
All military equipment

tanks installed
Inta the air only
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Scon here making tune-up adjustments
to one of the PB4Y2's four engines, is Ro

Acropautics Agency. They will

senbnlm Aviation's chief mechanic. Tim
Keffer. This and the other planes will have fare an
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In the interior of the P V2, ST, i K
plane on which the renovation wiork 1 Vi ha .l
not vet vomplele, Ed Canoose, pilol and =k
mecrhanic for Rosenbalm Avistion, makes e rADRIPS

minutes

. Bombers Converted
¥/ To Keep State Green ..

Rill Rosenbaum, left, and his chief me-
go over plans for the
installation of four 300-gallon borate tanks
in this partially reconditioned PB4Y2, The

ta meet the rigid standards of the Federal
be thor-
oughly cxamined by an FAA inspeclor be-

issued.

afler

and armaments have bean removed and 500-gallon borats
These planes must be kept

ready
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being called Into action

By GEORGE H. BELL
Mail Tribune Staff Writer
Mechanics of Rosenbalm Awviation, Ine,,
have nearly completed wark on the last of
eight World War II bombers designed in
convert them into borate tankers for use in
fighting area forest fires this summer,

The bombers were purchused from a
private individual in California late last
fall, and were flown to the Medford mu-
nivipal airpart. Included in the purchase
were five B-26's, two PB4Y2's, and a Lock-
head PV-2, all sarplus aireraft which still
contained military fittings and equipment
from thelr war service

Conversion work was started by Rosen-
halm's four mechanics under the direction
ol ehief mechanic Tim Kelfer, at the end
af the {ire season in October, and about five
tn six weeks was necessary (o transform
each plane from a weapon of war into a
weapon for fighting forest fires,

Planss Renvoaled

The planes were renovated Inside and
put. Now “skin™ had tn be applied in several
instances. the military equipment had In
be removed, and bubbles and machine gun
turrels taken off and sealed over

Since several of the planes hadn't flown
in years, [t was necessary to go completely
through the engines, liberally replacing
worn parts, and to instal new brakes,
wheels, interior wiring and tires

by U. 5 Forest Service Dispatcher Doug Finch

b -

chanic, Tim Keiffer,

Most of the spare parts can still he ob
tained through government surplus, Rosen
balm sald, so the cost of replacement was
reasonably low. However, the supply is ex-
haustible, and when it runs nul,
puris are expected to soRr as much as
per cent, Ke sald

Two 500-Gallen Tanks

Two huge tanks. each capable of hald
ing 500 gallons of the fire-smothering bhorate
solution, were installed in the twin.engined
B-26'¢ and the PV.2

The larger, four-engined PB4Y2's
fitted with four of the 500-gallon ianks,
making them the most formidable insiry
ments in the forest servica's arsenal of
weapons against the fire-enemy

Following completion of the renovation
work on one of the PB4Y2's ithe onther planes
have already been finished), an official
from the Federal Aeronautics agency must
inapect the planes to see that they conform
with government slandards and speoifica
tions. If the planes are found airworthy in
all respects, the official will issiie a license
which will permil the aireraft to nperiite

cosis for
50

were

Planes Re-Examined

At stated Intervals therpafler, the planes

will be reexamined o insure that they
continue to meel the FAA's standards,
This kind of conversion work is not

new (o Rosenbalm and his erew. They have,
during the past few years, converted some

to be completed, but

12 or 13 tankers for use by other horats
operfitors in the region

These newly-converted planes bring Ro-
sonhalm's total complement to 10 aireraft,
making his the largest operation of its kind

in the area, and one of the largest on the
Pacific co Some 11 pilots will be main:
talned on his stafl this summer during the
fire seasan, ready lo fly the planes wher.

» I, 8. forest servies directs,

Rosenbsilm s planex and equipment are

Inased to the U8, {orest service, and over-
all contral of their opeoriation during the
fire senson is direcied by Dispatcher Doug
Fin whnse offices and command post
furing fire operations are located in the
Viediord post office
Fores! Servica Has Charge

When the fire season starts,” Rosen-
balm sald, 1 just take orders. The forest
servive has complete charge."”

Last. yoar, Rosenbalm's planes operated
as far away from Medford as Wenatches,
Wa ind the farests of Tdaho. The planes

ire dispatelied to other areas in the region

1% the nepd ocours
But it iz romforting to know that the
home base af the planes iz the Medford

nicipal airport, from where, on min-
utes' notice, they can {ly to any fite In the
arca with their borale loads, and with
calm dispuateh take effectiva action — to
keop southwest Oregon green.
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four-engined aircraft is the only plane yet
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Rosenbalm said he

expects it to be finished in plenty of time
for this vear's fire seagon.
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