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naval
called off a search for a war-
ship which reported It was
sinking Saturday after strik-
ing an unidentified object off
the north const of western
Cuba.
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Qeneral Practitioners
Perform Most Operations
Professor L, S, Ravdin, of
the University of Pennsylva-
nia has assalled as unwise the
extensive
practice of
surgery by
general prac-
titloners. Dr,
Ravdin sald

cent of the op-
erations now
belng per-

Alvares formed In this
country are done by men who
have not limited their prac-
tice to surgery. The doctor
queationed the wisdom of li-
censing every graduate of a
medical school as a “Physi-

»___ |clan and Surgeon.'

Certalnly, In my case, he Is
right, I am licensed by three
gtates to practice surgery, and
hence, so far as the law is con-
cerned, 1 could tomorrow go
into a hospital with a patient
and say, "I am going to re-
move a tumor from this man's
brain.” Fortunately, I have
sense enough to know that be-
fore attempting such an op-
eration I ought to study under
an able brain surgeon for per-
haps flve years.

Fortunately, also, in a well-
|run hospltal, a man llke me
{s not allowed to operate, The
Board in charge would check
up on my training and would
find that although I graduat-
ed from a good medical school
and had an excellent intern-
ship in medloine, I had so
poor an Intertiship in surgery
that I never ¢ven assisted at
an operation. When the pro-
fespors of surgury came in the
mornings to operate, each man
brought hiz usual assistant
with him, and hence all I ever
did at an operation wes to
hang onto a retractor — to
keep the wound open.

Much Argument

In recent years there has
been much argument in hos-
pitals as to who should be
allowed to operate and who
had better be denled the priv-
llege, I have discussed this
problem with many friends
who are general practitioners,
and 1 think they are right in
contending that a man ke
me should never be allowed
to operate. But a man who
perhaps, after years of excel-
lent training In surgery, elects

that 60 per|
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(Register and '.l'rlh’nu Eyndicate,

to go into a small city, per-
hape in a sparsely settled
mountainous district, should
be doing much of the surgery
needed in that community, In
doing it, he will be s very
useful citlzen.

In many hospitals in big
cities there Is stlll much argu-
ment as to the logle of letting
a general practitioner do cer-
tain operations, but not others.
To illustrate, many years ago
one of my very good friends
wig one of the ablest general
practitioneérs in a smell city
in central Callfornia, Later,
after graduate study st Har-
vard, he moved to a big cily
and became one of the best
pedlatricians in the state, For
a while he had much argu-
ment with nose and throat
men and surgeons because he
could not see why he should
not go on removing tonsils
and acute appendices from
childrén, For years he had
done this sort of work and
done it well,

Somoetimes Doesn't Work

He would never have

thought of trying to remove a

Hunt for Warship
0ff CubaAbandoned

Miami, Fla, —Ur - Cuban
patrol craft Sunday

The warship, which Havana

radlo identified only as the
K21G, apparently sank short-|:
Iy after striking the object.
Before its distress signals died
out, the ship messaged that

the crew was abandoning

ship, Havana radio sald.
Jane's Fighting Ships does

not list n K21G for Cuba, most

of whose navy consists of |-

small craft. Havana radio
broadcasts made no mention

of the size of the ship or the

number of men aboard,

Cavities Less for
Corvallis Children

Corvallis P}~ The number

of cavities In teeth of Cor-
vallis school children has been
reduced by 38 to 44 per cent,
depending on the age of the
children, since fluoride was
added to the clty's water sup-
ply seven years ago.

These findings were report-

R SR ————————— | ] by Dr. Gertrude Tank and

Dr. Clara A. Storvick, Ore-
gon State University sclen-
tists, in a research report in
the April Issue of the Journal
of Pediatrics,

Children 5 and 6 years old
who had fluoridated water
all their lives showed the
greatest reductions in cayities,
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gallbladder or a st h ul-
cer. I think eventually the
authorities in the hospital in
which he worked granted him
the right to do the few oper-
ations he had for long been
accustomed to perform. As
some surgeons say, the only
trouble with thils system Is
that it does not work In some
poorly-run hospitals in which
anything goes, and where a
Man can remove a woman's
womb even though he ls so
ungkilled that he takes four
hours to do a job thal a sur-
geon would finish in perhaps
45 minutes,

Ontario Man Named

Oregon Jaycee Head

Pendleton - W) - Orville
Caverhill, 38, Ontarlo, was
elected president of the Ore-
gon Junior Chamber of Com-
merce Saturday.

Caverhill succeeds Donald
Jackson of Newport,

Also elected were Jack Ken-
nedy, Ontarlo, executive vice
president; Gene Timms, Burns,
secretary - treasurer, and Ed
Warmoth, Salem; Al Ringo,

| Woodburn, and Paul Thallof-

er, Pendleton, Oregon nation-
al directors.
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