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Little-Known Group Probably Would
Be First T o Take Crack at War Foe

Editor's note: m.h it nlhn
Tew hendiines, Tactieal Alr
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1
AC bases and In an
actual TAC exercise.
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1s|ly would take first crack at

bombers and bigger misailes,
men from a relatively litile-
known alr command, flying
speedy “little” planes, probab-

an enemy if the balloon ever
goes up on m general war,

At the same time, these
very fliers and airmen make
up America's limited war air
arm, the force which would
fight, If need be, when use of
startegic air eluunu would
be Iimpossible or politically
unwise,

And several times these
same men of Tactical Alr
Command (TAC) have played
the deterrent role, too, step-
ping In to cool a global situa-
tlon,

TAC in Action

Not many people knew it,

put it was TAC plints and
ground crews who did just
hnt Bt the time of the Leb-
anon-Iraq erisls In 19358, and
In Formosa a few months lat-
er, More recently there were
headlines when American
planes were “repositioned” at
the beginning of the Laos
erisls, That, too, was TAC In
action.

TAC, which has its head-
quirters here at Langley AFB,
is the last home of the flying
rugged Individualist — the

of Alr Age virtuosos whose
i ey e

or paratroopers to re-
moving wounded from a bat-
tle area, or even ra-mpplyln‘
Arctic bases,

Although on a in the
command table with Btrategic
Alr Command (S8AC), TAC
often ls overshadowed in the
public mind by the imagina-
tion-capturing strategic role of
BAC with its huge bombers,
its nuclesr offensive role and
Its rockets,

But TAC fighter squadrons,
constantly on rotation over-
seas in Spain, Italy and Tur-
key, and TAC's overseas coun-

— the tactical United
States Alr Forces in Europe
(USAFE) and Pacifle Alr
Forces (PACAF) — are sit,
ting on the fringe of the Iron
and Bamboo Curtains and con-
stantly are on alert and ready
for instant reaction if a large
or limited war were fo start,
As Maj. Gen, Karl Trues-
dell Jr,, commander of TAC's
12th Air Force, put It;

‘We'd be the first to hit
the enemy because we're phys-
ically next to the Iron Cur-
tain. Tactical forces would be
paving the way where SAC
wis going."

Te Mauintain Peace

front-line tactical fighter pilot
—ap well as an' aggregation

Despite its abllity to fight
and strike back, the officers

MEDFORD’S FINEST PRODUCE

PUDS = 10:29°

CABBAGE

'GRAPEFRUIT

Y

1571

Solid Crisp
Heads

¢

Ib.

- CAKE MIX

MARGARINE
ALLSWEET

4-95°

TOMATO
JUICE

RIVER PORT
4601,

4-1

DRY MILK

CHALLENGE

SIZ! 69¢

TOMATOES

RED RIPE
2% Tim

5-11

COFFEE

MJB INSTANT

T ke

BONITA
FLAKES

MARKET Y%'s

7-1

Q| awser crast
DRINK

4~

STRIKE
IT
~ RICH
NOW $300

EGGS

AA LARGE
Farm Fresh

3 9 ¢DOZ.

DETERGENT

ORE. FOOD BRAND
Giant 59¢
Sixe

WE GIVE THRIFTY GREEN STAMPS

WE RESERVE THE RIGHT TO LIMIT QUANTITIES

STEns Fresh Pacific — Any Size

99
FULL PINT

SCOTTS PURE PAK

‘WIENERS

2179

EASTERN OREGON LOCKER BEEF

U.S.D.A. Geod or Cholce
HALF

a9,

FRONT Y4

43;

HIND Y4

39",

PIICIS EFFECTIVE THROUGH WEDNESDAY

OREGON F00D STORES

ASHLAND
1475 Siskiyou Blvd,

in‘('
1

MIDFOIID

who lead Tactical Alr Com-
mand envision it as a force
to maintain ‘peace. This Is
what Li. Gen. Jacob E, Smart,
vice commander of TAC, said
In an interview: .
"The:strongest deterrent to
Soviet aspirations ia the of-
fensive striking power of the
United Btates,

“Anything that is done
which achieves . . . pacifying
effects without having to use
force ln contributing toward
the maintenance of peace,
Each day that passes without
our pgetting Involved in a
shooting war Improves the
chances of not getting involv-
ed in a shooting war.”
Although a U, S;:based air
force, mside from the units
on rotation overseas, TAC
helped keep the peace in the
1058 Mideast and Formoss
crises with its CASF's (Com-
posite Alr Strike Force) rush-
ed to the areas. A CASF, made
up of speedy fighters and sup-
porting merial tankers, trans-
ports and reconnalssance
planes, Is the big element in
TAC's carrying out its prime
mission of waging or averting
a limited war,

In a general war situation,
TAC would sugment overseas
theater forces and the Alir
Defense Command, which is
charged with defending the
North American continent.

: Just what is TAC, physical-
y?

It is made up of some 50,000

'officers and airmen, nearly

1,000 fighter aircraft (capable
of delivering bombs as well
as bullets), more than 100 re-
connaissance planes, some 80
aerial tankers and more than
100 air’ift and troop carrier
planes distributed throughout
TAC's three air forces and a
doren bases In the United
States, as well as the units
on rotalion overseas,

Veteran Commander

Gen, Frank F., Everest, a
flier since 1928, veteran of
the Pacific war and expert
in both bombers and fighters,
is TAC commander,

The three air forces are:
the 18th, commanded by Maj.
Gen, Maurice A. Preston, with
headquerters at Seymour
Johnson Alr Force Base, N.C.;
the 12th, commanded by Gen.
Truesdell, with headquarters
in Waco, Tex., and the 9th,
commanded by Maj, Gen. Da-
vid W. Hutchison, with head-
quarters at Shaw Air Force
Base, S, C.

The 18th Alr Force is
unique in the USAF—an out-
fit with only about 80 men
and not one combal plane,
Its primary job ia planning for
Just about any concelvable
operation TAC might be called
on to execute—and to pro-
vidle a command element
when TAC units speed from
their basea on a mision, real
or simulated.

The versatility of TAC and
its men s pointed up in the
9th and 12th Alr Forces.

The 12th is composed of the
tactical fighters — the super-
sonle F100s, the F104s and
the new Mach-2 (twice the
speed of sound), all-weather
F108s. It's peopled by young,
but emotionally solid, pliots,
who at the same time are the
last of the rugged individual-
ists — fliers who also are
navigator, radio operator, gun-
ner and bombardier as they
take thelr single-seat fighters
on a mission,
Twenty-nine-year-old Capt.
George L. Von Tersch of Mar-
shalltown, Town, iz an exam-
ple. An Alr Force man for
seven years, he chose fighters
from the beginning — *I
liked the idea, Instead of
spending years as the nssistant
to the guy flying the thing,

Rabbi Comments on
Swastika Daubing

Portland - [P} - Rabbli
Emanuel Rose of Temple Beth
Israel said Sunday he had not
accused the John Birch Soci-
ety or the Freedom Crusade
of Portland of direct involve-
ment in smearing of swastikas
on the walls of the Temple.

But he repeated his com-
ment of Friday that such
groups were “partlally re-
sponsible for such desecra-
tions."

Friday he sald he thought
the swastikas were the work
of pranksiers.

Rabbl Rose sald the irre-
sponsible acts such as attack-
ing the chief justice of the
United States and former
President Dwight Eisenhower
encouraged other forms of ir-
responsibility.

Spokesmen for' the John
Birch Soclety and the Free-
dom Crusade had taken lssue
with Rabbl Rose's comments,

Police were Investigating
the smearing of 23 swastikas
on the exterior walls and
doors of the Temple.

National Airlines
Resuming Service

Miami, Fla. —{UP}~ National
Airlines spokesmen said to-
day service along the carrier's
3T-city route should return to
normal by Wednesday while
a federal mediator studies
unlon grievances against the
company.

Members of the Internation-
al Assoclation of Machinists
agreed Sunday to end a six-
day walkout and submit the
dispute to binding arbitration.
The strike had idled 4,000 em-
ployees,

Unifon President Al J.
Hayes sald 1AM members
voted to mccept Labor Secre-
tary Arthur J. Goldberg's pro-
posal to let an arbitrator set-
tle the dispute. The company
Immedintely accepted Gold-
berg's recommendation, last
Thursday, but a. week " end
vote had to be takeh among
union members,

Goldberg, who now has
settled three major sirikes
gince isking office Jan. 20,
sald in a statement the settle.
ment ‘is an equitable one,
fair to the workers, to the
company hnd to the public.”

you start out as boss of It.”

He's one of the new TAC
elite, assigned to the 334th
Tactical Fighter Squadron,
one of only four sgquadrons
80 far equipped with the high-
ly touted Republic F'105 Thun-
derchief.

Force of All Things

The Oth Alr Force almost
could be called a force of all
things for everybody, In It
are the C123 and C130 airlift
and troop carrier planes—the
ones that deliver the Army's
paratropers to their drop
zone—the KB50J aerial tank-
ers, the RF101 and RBB6 re-
connaissance planes, the WB-
86 weather aireraft, ski-equip-
ped C130s which supply polar
radar and seientific stations,
and tactical support units,
such ay communications
squadrons, aero-medical evac-
uation squadrons and aerial
port squadrons,

Typleal of 0th Air Force is
1st Lt. Jim Moreton, Los An-
geles, a C123 assault transport
pilot, who last month flew an
Army ftruck and traller to
Panama for an exercise, as-
sault-landed it on a grass air
strip, and the next day was
flying an air evacuation mis-
slon of paratroopers injured
in the exercise.

"We don't know what we're
going to do next,” Moreton
said,

(Next: The fighter pilots of
the 12th Alir Force.)
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