MEDFORD MAIL TRIBUNE, MAY 3, 1961

Parachute-Jumping Craze

Sky Divers Ciuh
In Valley Trains
All New Members

With the advent of spring,
a otrange breed of mgn ealled
the Rogue Valley Sky Divers
take 1o the air and drop slow-
Iy to the ground,

These men have been
caught up In a parachute-
jumping craze which is cur-
rently sweepmg the country,
Ta the person who doesn't
know. what it's all about, par-
nchute-jumping seems as in-
sane and senseless as moun-
tain-climbing,

But, not to those who do it.
To these dare-devil sporls
men, sky-diving makes just as
much sense as fishing, playing
baseball or water-skiing.
Attracts Only A Few

By Its very nature, a sky-
diving elub, like a mountain-
climbing club, attracls only
a few courageous souls, The
current membership of the
Rogue Valley Sky Divers is
eight, all of whon: sre mnle
and between the ages of 18
and 25,

At first glance, sky-diving
would seem to be a dangerous
sport. But, in the three years
that the Sky Divers have been
jumping, there have been no
serious accidents,

The membership of the club
is not limited. Lee Gossett, 22,
of Eagle Point, who along
with his brother Maorton, 28,
organized the group, said new
members are always welcome,

There is no cost to join, and
the club will provide complete
training before letting you
tumble from an airplane into
the vold of space. It will even
help arrange for the purchase
of an Alr Force parachute and
other needed equipment, such
as a football helmet and heavy
boots,

Receives Ground Training

Lee Gossett, who also
Jumps for a livelihood as a
smoke-jumper for the forest
service, says the new member
receives two or three weeks
of ground training prior to ac-
tual jumping, He points out
that the greatest danger to
the jumper is lack of proper
training.

Goassett, a licensed “rigger,”
or ghute packer, is himself
authorized to provide instruc-
tion,

During ground training, the
new member will see how a
chute is packed and how it
works, in addition to learning
how to operate i, He is also
trained in landing and jump-
ing procedures, and what
measures can be taken in case
of an emergency.

Emergency Chute

A jumper wenrs two pari-
chutes-one on his back as his
main chute, and one on his
chest as an emergency chute,

When the member has com-
pleted his ground training he
is then ready to try *“static”
Jumping, This means that the
riprcord  which opens  the
chute is nutomatically pulled
upon  leaving the airplane,
Statle jumps are made from a
heteht of approximately 2,000
feet,

When the new jumper has
completed five suecessful stat-
ie jumps, he is then ready for
Iree-fall jumps. This means
that he can pull his rip-cord at
any time he pleases during his
descent, Gossett said expers
lenced jumpers sometimes Eo
as high as 10,000 feet and
over, »
Two Selocted Spots -

The TRogue Valley Sky
Divers: do their Jumping on
Sunday afterncons at two
stlected spots in the valley—
the Ashliand airport and near
the Old Stage rd. west of Cen-
tral Point. They either rent
airplanes or use one belong-
ing to one of the members,

When the sky-divers jump
they usually aim for a large
piece of canopy which has
been placed on the ground.
Parachulgs are mancuvered
by pulling on one side of the
chute or the other during
descent,

Gossett said the club plans
on having contests with other
sky-diving groups in the Pa-
cific northwest, He said he
knows of sgimilar clubs in
Portland and Corvallis and in
many other cities throughout
the country.

While sky-diving is attract-
ing more and more converts
all the time, it would appear
to be a safe bet that most
sportsmen will continue to
asserl themselves in activities
which are a little closer to
terra firma.

Sky diving is another exam-
ple of the diversity of outdoor
sports and aclivities that are
available to residents of the
Rogue valley.

Thorough Wafering
Best for Gardens

Irrigation Is an important
factor in the Rogue wvalley,
whether for commercial pur-
poses or for the homeowner.

The two types of irrigation
are frequent, light irrigation,
and less frequent, thorough
watering, according to CIlil-
ford B. Cordy, county agent.

Tharough irrigation, one or
two weeks apart, is best for
most plants. More frequent ir-
rigations are desirable for
young planis. Cordy recom-
mended applying one inch of
water every five days during
hot weather. The amounl can
be determined by placing a
can midwoy in the sprinkled
aren untll the water Is one
inch deop.

Underwatering is common
when sprinklers are used, he
said.

READY FOR TAKE-OFF—Three members of the Rogue Val-
ley Sky Divers and their pilot prepare for take-off at the
Ashland alrport prior to one of their recent parachute-jumps.
While some people do it only in case of emergency, these
men jump from airplanes for the fun of it. They are (left)
pilot Ron Muxwell, Ashland; Mort Gossett, Engle Point; Ed
Logan, Ceniral Point; and Dick Zediker, Talent.

(Whitland Locke Photo)

_ Sweeping Country

MMERCURY OUTBOARD

FOR
CRUISING
AND
FISHING,
f00!

Mercury fours give you economy and performance that
big-bore 2-cylinder motors can't match . . . plus the extra
puli-power, dependability and smoothness of 4-cylinder-
in-line design! Try the Mere 500 — most powerful four
in Mercury history! Here's a full 50 horsepower in a slim,
trim, economical package. You get maximum power, min-
imum weight. Only Mercury Fours ave backed by 12 years
of experience. They are the choice of champions. Fixed-
jet ecarburetors eliminate high-speed needle valve adjust-
ments . . . fuel economy throttle linkage yields up to 60%
more mileage at cruising speed . . . safety shock absorbers
and eafety-tilt switch available on Mer¢ 400 and 500 for

increased safety . . .

assures maximum dependability . . .

the original alternator-generator

single-lever remote

control gives you ene-lever, one-hand control of throttle
andd shift. Choose manual or electric starting.

CHILLY?
Many homes arc built on a

conerete slab 4 inches thick
which equals, in  insulation
value, a wood deck of only 14
of an inch thick placed di-
rectly on the ground. To equal
the insulation value of & wood
finish floor over a wood sub-
floor, a concrete slob would
have to be 22 inches thick.
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SALES
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See
Mercury
at LU

OWEN
BOAT
WORKS

1478
Orchard Home Dr.
SP 2.6054

Complete
SALES
and
SERVICE

All-New 50 hp Merc 500 (lllustiated)
45 hp Merc 400 + 40 hp Merc 350

MEDFORD
MARINE
COMPANY

2060
West Main

Announcing . . .

$£100 Cash Bonus, plus the Free Range, will be
given to the winner of the drawing, if that per-
son has bought a Monarch Range already this
year.

Still Time to Reoister. Drawing May 7, 3:00

P.M. at SPORTSFAIR Bodth.

siskivou | -
ELECTRIC

(Formerly East Side Eleciric)

Ashland, Oregon

Kiskhaefer Carparation
Fond dis loe, Wiwamin

Buy Maw During Mercury Dealers' “Water Sporls
Parade of Values” ., .. 11 models, 6 to 80 hp!
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