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|lead to a cure, It won't.

tsis' |The Medical Roundup

by

Emoritus Consuliant in Medicine
Maya Clinle

Emeriton) Professor of Medicine
Mayo Clinle
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Does It Help To Spend
Much Money Examining

A Defective Child?

A mother writes from Bra-
zll that ghe s bringing her de-
fective child to the United
States in the
hope of find-
inpg a cure,
The doctors in
Brazll have
told her,
doubtless
truthfully,
that no one
can meke a
child such as
hers develop

properly,
There are & number of ob-
‘Jections T have to this wom-
an's making the frip. Firal;
she may waste thousands of
dollars that she should keep
for the education of two or
three very bright children,
Second; she will Inslst on doe-
tors' wagting thousands of dol-
lars on useless "complete ex-
aminatlons" because. she

examination will  somehow

Third; it the doctor, who
with a glance al the child,
knows all he needs to know
about' his or her mental re-
‘ardation, or spasticity, or
dwarfism, says kindly to the
woman, "'Don't ask me to ex-
amine the child; I don't need
to; and I don't enjoy taking
your:money for nothing,'" the
mother will think he is an Ig-
mnoramus, or he lg lazy or he
does not llke her, and she
promptly will hunt up another
physlelan,

Diagriosls on Strest

It 15 unforiunate that today
thousands of people do not
know that a good doctor often
can make the proper dlagno-
als ‘with a xlance at the pa-
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tient or the answers to two or
threée questions, Such a good
doctor can make many a diag-
nosls as he sees a person walk-
ing on the street, I was
trained long ago by my senior
partner who, as we would be
walking perhaps to the restau-
rant for luncheon, would ‘ask
me, "What is wrong with that
man, there across the street,
bent over forward a bit, walk-
ing with short steps, and not
swinging his arms?” And I
would say, “Parkinson’s dis-
ease,” The next man scuffing
hia right foot, would be recog-
nized as having had a stroke:
another, with two canes, we
would recngnlze as sulfering
from nervous syphllis; a man
walking in a pecullar way
would obvlously have “a pok-
er spine,'” made rigid by a
certain form of arthritls; an-
other had a stitf knee, or an
old pollo, or wooden leg; a
boy would be a spastic, a girl
swinging from side to side as
she walked would have con-
genital dislocation of the hips;
‘and a seedy-looking man had
obviously come up from skld-
row to panhandle for the day.
Then might come by a man
‘with a pinched, anxious-look
ing reddish face; with & round
“barrel chest” and the muscles
in front of his neck standing
out, My Chlef would ask,
"What's he got?" And I would
say an old chronic asthma,

Recently a patient entered
my office and It was no trick
at all to diagnose a Iliftle
tumor In the man’s pituitdry
gland-before I saw him. He
had a raucous volee that is
pecullar to some men with
such a tumor. I mention these
facts, not to brag; all able
physicians dingnose many. dis-
eases at a glance; 1 mention
this type of diagnosing only
to strengthen the plea 1 here
make to every mother with a

for tells her he does not need
to make a big eximination,
and does not wanl to take her
money to no purpose, she
must not think he Is stupid
or careless; he is a fine honest
man, and she had better listen
fo what he says and do what
he tells her to do. He is right.

Muny another doctor, from
mistaken ideas of kindness,
will' spend %150 examining
the child, and then will say,
“Keep hoping," whieh ‘means
that she will keep traveling
about until her money is gone.

defective child that if a doc- [
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MUTT and JEFF

I RECEIVED A
VERY SERIOUS
COMPLAINT ABOUT

BOSS WE DIDN'T
SAY NOTHIN' BAD!
I WAS UP oN
THE POLE AND 1

ACCIDENTALLY
DROPPED SOME
HOT LEPE DOWN

SOMUTT
LOOKED
UP AT
ME AND
ALL HE

BE MORE
CAREFUL!"

"REALLY JEFF
You MusT
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