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Robert E Lee Joms the South

By MERTON T. AKERS
UPI Correspondent

The man on the rallroad
platform at Alexandria, Va.,
waiting for a Richmond train
on Monday morning, April 22,
1861, wore & high silk hat and
neat civilian dress, but he
stood erect with a bearing
that bespoke military service,

At 54, Robert Edward Lee
was starting a new career,
and starting it with a heavy
heart, Two days before he had
cut the' ties of a quarter of a
eenfury by resigning his com-
mission. as: lieutenant: colonel
in the U, 8. Army.

His had been a brilliant ca-
reer — honor cidet at West
Point, later Its superintend-
eni; engineering genius of the
Mexican War who had won
the plauditis of Gen. Winfield
Scott; a man “worth 50,000
soldiers” and whose life should
be insured by the government
for 85 million a year, Scott
sald. For all that, his salary
fn that quarter-century never
was more than $1,024 a year,
Family Rich in Heritage

Lee was 5 feet, 11 inches
tall. His trunk and 'head gaye
the impression of massiveness.
In April '61 he wore a dark

mustache, his brown: hair was)

graying, but the silver was
noticeable only a few feet
away, The beard, which ev-
éry school boy knows, he
grew in fufure campaigning,
/" He came to the statlon that
morning from Arlington Hall,
a many-pillared mansion atop
8 hill agross the'Potomacdrom
Washington and ecrammed
with relics of George Wash-

Mmgton. To' that house, which:|

be never would know again
as home, he had come acourt-
ing Mary Ann Randolph Cur-
tis, a daughter of Washing-
ton's adopted son and an heir-
ess,

He was. a son of one of
Washington's generals, Light
Horse Harry Lee, He had been

born to the Virginia purple
not far away at Stratford
Hall, His forebears had help-
ed to forge the nation with
Jetferson, Henry, Franklin
and Madison, But the Lees
had fallen on bad times and
when young Robert paid court
to Mary it was as a sultor rich
in heritage and poor in purse,
Lee had come ta Washing-
ton in March from Texas
where he was lleutenant col-
onel of the 2nd Cavalry, so-
called "Confederate cadre”
because it was organized by
Jefferson Davis when he was
secretary of war and contain-
ed a heavy percentage of
southern officers.
Decision Is Ditficult

The Union was breaking up.
Many army officers were re-
signing and going South. Lee
had to make up his mind. He
went to see old Francis P.
Blair, who lived in the Blair
House on Pennsylvania Ave,
in Washington and whose pub-
lic services dated back to the
Jacksonian era, The meeting
was at Blair's request and
occurred April 18, 1861, Blair
offered to Lee, on President
Lincoln's behalf, command of
the Union armies then begin-
ning to take shape, Lee with-
held his answer, went to see
his old friend, Gen, Scott, and
rode back to Arlington,

The next night in his own
room: he made his decision,

‘Mra, Lee heard him pace the

floor ‘'and’ at last drop to his
knees in prayer,

After midnight he came
down and showed her a letter
to. ‘Gen, Scott resigning his
commission In which he said:

“Save in defense of my na-
tive state, I never desire again
to draw my sword,"

Named Major General

Lee was no secesslonlst, He
was against slavery, believing
it hurt the masters more than
the slaves, But he had a deep

loyalty to his-state, a common
tralt of the day.

The next day, Sunday after
church, Lee met three strange
men, presumnbly messengers
from Richmond, On Monday
he was ready to go to Rich-
mond.

Mrs. Lee, a chronle sufferer
from arthritis, remained at
Arlington and began to box
the Washington mementoes to
send deep into Virginia, for
Arlington was in sight of the
White House and a prime
federal target.

That evening in Richmond
Gov, John Letcher made Lee
& major general commanding
all the state’s forces. (The
state's "arsenal” at the mo-
ment consisted of 60,000 mus-
kets, 54,000 of them flintlocks,
and 200 kegs of powder.)

Lee had no more than sat
down at his desk in his one-
room office when a delegation
Invited him to appear before
the secession econvention.
There the convention presi.
dent, John Janney, eulogized
him in language even more
flowery than was common in
that day,

“Yesterday, your mother,
Virginla, placed her sword in
Yyour hand ., . we know ., .,
vou will draw it only In her
defense, and that you will fall
with ‘it in your hand rather
than that the object for which
it was placed there shall fall)"!
Janney sald.

Lee replied briefly, “1
would have much preferred
had your choice fallen on
an abler man,"” and accepted
the trust,

Order From Chaos

The ceremony over, Lee
saw Vice President Alexander
H. Stephens of the Confeder-
acy who was concerned over
Lee's rank. The Confederacy
at the time offered no rank
above brigadler general. Vir-
ginia technically was not yet
a member of the Confederacy.
There might be a clash of
ranks. Lee understood and

Speclal lbrary sernces to
senior citizens and other
privileges for library patrons
have been reviewed during

free, ag well as be provided
with materials to return the
books by mall postage-paid.
Books not returned within

the two-week loan period will

automatically be renewed,
Telephone renewals

also accepled, according

aAre
to

National Library week by
spokesmen of the Publle Li-
brary of Medford and Jackson
county.

Senior citizens, persons at
least 89 vears old, may now
have books mailed to them

Portand — WP — Three es-
capees from the MuacLaren
School for Boys near Wood-
burn were apprehended here

Oregon Has Chance For Education Grant
Sklem — WF) — Dr. Leon P.|appear “Increasingly favora-
Minear, state superintendent bli-;;l A AT i
near reporie on a rip
of publie instruction, sald Sat- to New York to confer with
urday the chances of Oregon

officinls of the (oundation
getting a multi-million dollar | where application has been
private grant for education

Maclaren School Escapees Caught

Saturday night,

Portland police brought the
boys into custody, The youths,
one 15 and lwo 16-years.old,
were in possession of a car
stolen at North Bend Satur-
day morning,

They escaped ' from Mac-
Laren April 14,

Police said they found two
revolvers and a hunting knife
in the car's glove compart-
ment.

Hbrary officials, Books may |
be requested by telephone, by
mall, or In person either by
senlor citizens or by someone
else for a senior citizen,

Book lists are to be pre-
piared regularly and distrib-
uted to the senfor citizens, In
addition, a brochure listing!
Information concerning this
service is to be distributed by
local groups interested in the
problems of senior citizens.

Persons at least 85 years of
age wishing to take advantage
of this library service ahm11d|
contact the library for addi-
tional Informatlon,

Included: In the services of |
the local library is an ever-
Incrensing record collection.
Records also are being accu-

Library Services For Senior Citizens Reviewed in County

mulated so nranch libraries
throughout the county will
have recards shelved,

A unlion catalogue with the
Ashland library has recently
been eompleted, making avall-

Portland Gas Price
Drops To 16.9 Cents

Portland -UFD- Bill Hauck's
“Flying A" service: station
slashed regular gasoline prices
to 16,0 cents a gallon Friday.
The price was still in effect
today with business picking

| up.

Hauck said he took the uc-
tion to “'shock™ dealers to end
the current gas price war be-
Ing waged here,

A T

s |
able to users of both libmier
volumes listed only by one oﬂ
the librarjes,

Although the Medford- :.ysrr
tem withdrawal cards have'
been honored for several
months in Ashland, for the
first time in several years @
free interchange of horrowe
ing privileges Is belng re-
sumed at the Rogue Riu.;'
branch.

Lfbrary personnel have re.
minded residents that volumes
not in the county libraries
may be obtained by the Med-
ford library from the Oregon
State librory. Requests of this
type are filled without chirge,

Book patrons may also bors
row or return books to kny:
branch in the county,
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days Virginia gave the Con-
federacy control of its mili-
tary forces.

Lee assembled a small staff,
one of them, John Washing-
ton, great nephew of Gen.
Washington, and started out
to bring order out of the mili-
\ tary chaos, His time was 1lm-

ited, A federal invasion could
ibe ‘expected anytime aftor
‘May 28, the.date when the
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“"Having served 15 years In | oad
the Regular Army, including Le

four vears at West Point, and VALUABLE COUPON . . . NO CASH VALUE
I I D E This Coupon Is Worth

| .
| 9 c TOWARD THE PURCHASE OF A 50

for their services .’ . I have
the honor, very respecuully.
to tender my services, until
the close of the war, in such
a capacity as may be offered.”

The letter was signed "U, S,
Grant.” He thought he was
competent to be & colonel, he
wrote,

Lee would surrender to this
U, 8. Grant, a Heutenant gen-
eral, just four years and many
battles later, Grant would rlse
one rank at a time, starting
at the Ievel of Iiis own estima.
tion, colonel, but in the serv-
ice of the State of Tllinols,

Reg. 75¢. .. forall
your washday needs.

Cets clothes really
white,

Giant pkg.

one who has been educah:d

at government expense to of-
Boneless, cooked, no waste . . . Regularly $2.49 with this coupon $1.99. 3 pounds

. ) : each. (Expires 4/27/61). I
Our storage vaults are the nicest place in the not the Regular Atmy, He . H Detergent. glant |
world for furs to spend the warm months, ::; tr;? i'"inﬁﬁih nfftfll-ceth?l:g wmte Magle Why pay mare? pkg. 450 VALUABLE COUPON . . . NO CASH VALUE
Thay're pampered in the perfect fur climate | ™ fatnever came. |
where they're safe from moths and insured r;i;r 3ffax&ime::lbpigeonpho]e ;
it s Tomd s onamy |5 S 5% | 70 Dinner Naokins s 30c LOOK WHAT A DOLLAR BUYS AT SAFEWAY!
a beneficial regt cure, call us today. s eéé vinner ﬂp of 70 . y ‘
e = Pearson, Barton i Breaded Fish Sticks  cit. choce  sox. pis.
Puking Risht | CUSTOM LAUNDERED SHIRTS 'Most Effective’ Blue Bell Potato Chlps Pak 69¢ Chet's Tamales ¢
. ® Fit Beft ® Look Betfer it Chicken—Turkey—Beof 12-ox. pkg.
. ::ol Better J. S;L?;T‘s]on mﬁ)-?osrir:{n;r a:!:; s y M- ed el 7Va-ox. 3‘c o,r
Bemailer e beon mass| OMOW'S MIINCEd Llams cn O Del Monte Sausage Rolls 1116, onch Mix ‘om
e L &
[ ] . . -
a poll of the legislative press Kalser oullted FOII 2:':0:!'. 350 / AII BBEI sallﬁge Delicately seasoned {=Ib, rell Mafch‘em
DIAL SP' 2-9169 gL
7 R
Pearson six votes for most 12Y3-01.
:olf;d\irvo?e:e E;“’r;o:f 1[?.3?';:3: Tre"d nry ne{ergent pkgs. 390 Prices effective Monday, April 24 thru Wednesdsy, April
Oty D atiaat ool Ay 26, at Safeway in Medford, We reserve the right to limit. :
Anthony Yiorel (ROntarioy, 0-20 Delergent 15¢ OFf Pack pkg. 800 '3
Speaker Robert Duncan (D- "

Medford), Senate President
Harry DBolvin (D-Klamath
Falls). Mention went to Reps. WE GIVE
George Layman (R-Newberg),
Victor Atliyeh (R-Portland), F,
F. Montgomery (R-Eugene)
and William Holmsirom (D-
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