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, Sumter
As ot its
when William ' Henry
ward, Lindoln's new secre-| =
. tary ol sme 'made his bid for

- power Aprll Foul's: Day 1861,

' | province. But 1 neither seek
i | to evade or assume responsi-

April 7 and the one to relisve
Sumfter April 10, There wis
much confusion in the salling
orders and the makeup of the
fleets with Seward dabbing in
Navy affairs; but eventually it
was straightened out.

Lincoln had another card to
play and here Robert 8, Chew,
a BState Department clerk,
made a brief and dramatic en-
try on the stage of history and
exited to be heard of no more.
Chew. was dispatched to
Charleston with s message for
Goy, Francls Plekens,

On the evening of April 8,
Chew stood In Plckens' o!llu

“It Is not In my especial

bility.”

This was a secretary of
state telling a Pmldml that
the chief executive did not
know how, to run his office,
that he would do well to' let
someone take over who knew
how, preferably his secretary
of state. Presidents have fired
cabinet. members out of hand
for less, but that was not Lin-
coln's way of dealing with dis-
sident colleagues,

He meru! lewurd the

The first papyrus documeiiis
of those found in-the Judean
dedert n féew miles west of
the Déad Sea in the past fort
night hive been opened dnd
discovered to 'be legal trans-
sctions from the period of the
Jewish revolt again.i Rome.

The leaders of the Judean
depert archueological expedi-
tion told a preas conference
Sunday: that one of the first
three documents unrolied wis
dated the second of Klalev, the
Jewish. month corresponding
to December, of the third year
of Bar Kochbas, or 134 A:D,
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i | for the President's Consideration) In: the let {

2 Would Declare War,

n ?pllnl!ldnl rom: ﬂp'iln and

i Beward felt he had the situ- |\
! -aﬁun all figured out; 1.ha: i;: r

at its peak when Willlam Heory
w“ 5 nEw! I:emﬂtu of state, mlde his f:ld iqr paw
the Republican Party and the

Thaughts

eral garrisony ., I would sl
muliangously defend and re-
inforce all the forts in, the
Gulf and ‘have the Nayy re-
called’. . . for & blockade.!

gress lml d!ﬂlll'l war against
them!'" -

That added up to = fantastic
poheme ‘for fomenting a for-
uigr:’ { War ‘tg .ljol\’l :amuuc

roblems, n und France
%em ncting! p“ i .they W wre
about to move into the Carib-
bean and. Cenirsl ‘Amerlca,
Britain) was trleadly o the

On' forelgn quentions Sew-
ard wrote, "I would demand

alfo, from

- [recelved from Spain and

curred)
| France, wnuld convene Con-

I gural address

same day,
} Pnintln; ‘out that his inau-|

‘had - covered
Seward's ?lu‘h,d domestic
policy with the exception of
Ft, Sumter, Lincoln replied:
‘i do not perulve how: the
relnforcement of | Ft, Bumter
woild be done on a slavery or
mrty lssue, while that of Ft.
ckens' | (at Pensacola, Fla.)
would be on s natlonal or pa-
triotie one'’
Proposa] Dis Lused

‘cabinet.”

Seward could rend between
the lines-Lincoln was Presi-

TR s Doy TR, bt he Jasary fooling, Seward ana the | 241t and {ntended to remain

“led himself as the leader of.
“-;rdlne; m¢n'"\of the adminlstration, On April 1,"he sent to

President, He wanted advice
but'he would make his own
declaions,

| The Beward: letter and Lin-
coln's reply came to 1{ght 38

Lincoln had & heart-to-heart
talk with Seward, using his
reply as notes, No' wnrd of the
episode came outf at the time,
The secretary of state took
his _rebuff gracefully. He
would come to have great re-
spect for his chlef, even affec-
tion. (Laler he would write to
Mrs; Seward that ‘tts Presl
dent {s the best of us all")

Lincoln moved to the bigger
one.

and read this to the governor:
‘I am directed by the Presi-
dent of ‘the United States to

tempt will be made to'supply
Ft. Sumter with wvislons on-
ly; and that, If such'an dttempt
be not mlsled no ‘effort to
throw in'men, arms or ammu-
Inition will be -made without
further notice, or in case of nn
attack upon the fort.!! |
"Chew Toft a copy without

trick;
the tirst shot of the, Civil War.
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