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OnrStorB' aleta, queen of the misty -

ISLES, IS AT THE END OF HER STRENGTH.
HER NEWBORN SON DEMANDS ATTENTION,

' ; PRINCE VALIANT IS AT SEA SEARCHING FOR
PRINCE ARN WHO HAS BEEN ABDUCTED, A

V'WAR HAS JUST ENDED. 4.-

A THOUSAND PRISONERS OF WAR AND A
HUNDRED CAPTURED SHIPS MUST BE PUT
TO WORK, AND VICTORY HAS BROUGHT
MANY NEW RESPONSIBILITIES.

THEN VAL AND ARN WALK IN AS CALMLY
AS IF THERE WERE NOTHING IN THE WIDE

WORLD TO WORRY ABOUTI
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' . ALETA'S TIRED EYES GROW BRIGHT WITH ANGER. TIGHT AS As
. BOWSTRING SHE. STANDS BEFORE HER HUSBAND AND BERATES HIM,

HER VOICE SHRItL WITH HYSTERlAi
'' . t .
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HE PLACES HER GENTLY ON A COUCH AND,
AS HE LOOSENS HER HAIR, SHE FALLS

ASLEEP.
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THE UNES OF ANXIETY FADE SLOWLY FROM HER
FACE AS VAL WATCHES, FASCINATED. FOR HE HAS

JUST MADE A DISCOVERY! HIS WONDROUS QUEEN
IS BUT A MORTAL WOMAN AFTER AU.I ,

'
S THROWS HERSELF lTO WS ARW.S, SOBBING WILDLY, BEG

WO FOR FORGIVENESS. VAL HOLDS HER TENDERLY, MARVELLING

W HOW THIN SHE HAS BECOME AS HE TRIES TO COMFORT HER. 1 I
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