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~|Equipmentls
By Purchased For
Emergency Use

By GREG NOKES
Mall Tribune Biaff Writer

This was the comment of

% | one of Medford's finest last|’

week after he and several

‘other police officers had run
through a cloud of tear-gas at

Ing range near White City.
! The entire police force had
assembled at the range to
watch a demonstration of tear-

the equlpment was purchased,
meking the department tear-

in ity 75-year-old hisiry,
SBince they Had nr.yer before
worked with feec-gas, and to
test the effects of the colorieas
vapors, reveral police officers
led by Police Chlef Charles P.
Champlin dublously volun-
teered to run through a batch
of it,
Potent Stuff

Eyes watering and gasping,
they mgreed to a man that it
ua | WaS potent stuff,

| Not belng a member of the
force, ¢ Mall Tribtine report-
er politely declined an Invita.
tion' to join them in theip lit-
tle experiment. But unexpeot-

or two later on,

This occurred when a
thoughtful police officer de-
clded he was going to take a
couple of the “empty"” tear-
gas bombs home to his kids,
Unaware of his thoughtfuls
| ness, a reporter and two other
policemen jolned him in the
ride back to Medford,

The ride had not gone very
far when four sats of eyes be-
gan watering and stinging un-
til they could stand no more,
Journey Resumed

Through half-closed eyes the
thoughtful patrolman guided
the car to the side of the road
and;, honplussed, he trans.
ferred the empty bombs from
under the front seat to the
trunk of the car. After four
palrs of eyes could see agaln

i the journey was resumed,

(far lett) 18 approximately in the middle of the cloud in
the sbove ploture, All agreed that the tear-gas {s effective.

largely composed of a chemi-
cal ealled benkyl bromide (an
impressive name with an Im-
pressive effect), It affects the
tear ducls of the eyes, caus-
Ing them to water profusely,
and irritates the throat, caus-
Ing coughing, Ita overall affeot
I8 to cause Its vietim to seek
the nearest dose of fresh alr,

Although it is not physical-
ly Injurlous and causes only
temporary discomfort, it is
highly Improbable that a per-
son could stand to bein it for
any length of time,

Last week's demonstration
was given by a representative
of the George Cake company,
Berkeley, Calif., from which
the department purchased its
equipment.

Comes In Bombs

Tear-gas comes In grenade.
llke bombs which can be
thrown by hand, or It comes
in shellslike projectiles to be
fired from a specially con-
structed gun. Both kinds were
demonstrated,

There are two chief kinds
of projectiles, One ls polen:
tially harmful - the other I8
not,

The harmless kind looks
roughly like two toilet-paper
tubes which have been put
end to end and sealed. This
kind of projectile Iz not con-

en police officers, Ancluding Pollce Chief
Mamsg.n (third ' from right), volunteered’ to
L of the calorless tear gas. LiiMoMillan

ot the annual svent,

Mry, Winltred Anne McNay
Rogue Valley Manor, 1s chalr- |
man of the judges for short
stories, artigles and other
prose and postry contestants,

judge all pross entrees,
Arnold Jenny, who con:
ducia the Posta' Corner for
the Mall Tribune, will judge
try conttibutions,
mruuen Committes
Mrs. Mary 8chulz, chalr
man of the reception commit-

shuped lear-gas projectile. On the board
(right) are tear-gas grenades and high speed
tear-pas projectiles, The gun with which to
tire the projectlles ls on the desk In front

EXPLAINS PURPOBE — Before golng out
on' the range George Cake explained the
purpose of the varlous pleces of tear.gas

.| eq po 1 Ity hell

_tee: which will provide a reg uipment to the policemien I the ¢ sidered mccurate since it has
m.,h.lm hostesses for the| council chambers. Cake ls holding a tube- of Cake, a tendency to go end over end
) ‘Bunday afiernoon falr, open or sldeways when shot from

B gun,

Timed to discharge its gas
within a certain perlod after
firing, the projectile does this
by splitting down the side,

- ' house and receptlon spon-
i gored by the Veterans Admin-
1 ‘istration Volunteer Service
(VAVS) announced ths fol:
i Jdowing members of her com-
& mittes; Margoret Eakin, Mary
* Parker, Mary DeBerty, Frelda
k- TLawrence, Lilllan Salade,
' T'aye Alllson, Dorothy Leuty,
j  Lela Lamb, Marle Bowling
and Letha Turner,
The open house and recep-
p tion ih conjunction with the
. ' Hobby Fair will include con
ducted tours  through main
| parts of the domiciliary,
slanager Henry C, Herzog has
_announced, Redreahments will
' be served all afternoon,

- Milo Students Tour
' Maii Tribune Plant
: Wmmf::fn, m. :hl:-

l ited 'the Mall Tribune plant
i Inst week,

Its greatest use in dispersing a
riot or foreing someone out of
i house or barricade without
hurting him.
Mininture Rocket

"he potentially harmful
kind of projectile is about 10

minlature milltary racket,
completa with tail fins, It has
a range of 400 yards, and can
be fired accurately for m dis-
tance of 100 yards,

This projectile will easily
penelrate a panel door or en
ordinary glass window-it has
even been known to go.right
through the side of a house.
It explodes when its sensitive
nose tip comes in contact with
a solid surface.

When it explodes the metal

. shell casing shatters in nll di-
i They:were shown the circu- rections, and for this resson
| Intion mtd advertising de it Is to be used only agalnst

8 pérson whose personz] safe-
iy It not of prime importance |
in a given situation, and only |
under eclreumstances where
the harmless projectile could
not be used.

Such a situation might
arise when a killer has bar-
ricaded himself securely In
& house and is shooting It out
with police,

Gas Grenade

The hand tear-gas bomb is
. 3 usually called a gas grenade,
It resembles a tin can and
Is equipped with a firing pin

artmen as well as the
% u"md'puummh-

| HAND GRENADE—Tear gas also comes in the form of hand grenndes. The explosion

Demons

=1

41t sure clears the sinuses” |}

gas-equipped for the first time |5 &

Tear-gas {s colorless and is|§

rather than exploding, It finds| &=

_ shown above ls from such a [rerlade. except that smoke Instead of tear-gas was used. |and plunger. It is timed to

tratio

the police department’s shoot| e .

ges equipment, Later some of| &

Y

B e \.

n, Taste of Tear-Gas

BOMB EXPLODES — Several smoke bombs were used invisible, disperses, Sgt, DeLaire Tusow (above) has just

4 Liee Sl

in the demonstration to show how the tear-gay, which iz fired such a smoke bomb from the fear-gus gun.

edly, he wan treated to a whitf | B

inches long, and resembles a| B

PRt LT 57 o8

THROWS GRENADE—Sgl. Jack Sanders thro

)b

4

- e 1 4

ws a grenada | ..

]

BILHOUETTED —- Offlcér Milton Hanson ls sllhouetted against an exploding smoke bomb

under the watchful eye of George Cake. Sanders was the i
first to try out the tear-gas weapons,

explode during a given peri-
od of time after the pin has
been pulled and the plunger
released-much like a grenade,
except that it is harmless,

The Medford police depart-l
ment has never before used
tear-gas In actlon, primarily
because they have never had |
any to use, Chisf Champlin|
has pointéd out that there|
have been occasions in the
past when tear-gas would have |
heen used, had It been avall-|
able, |

1t was decided to purchase
the tear-gas this year since
the city’s growth has com-|
pounded the problems to be!
faced by police. The larger
the city, tha greater the

chance that such equipment
as {ear-gas will be needed,
The entire tear-gas kit and

two gas masks cost the de- |’

partment $333. Funds were
provided for this In the 1960-
61 police hudget,

All members of the fores
will be versed on the use of
the new weanons, but the tear.
gas itself will be kept with
the rest of the department's

emergency equipment and will | 3

béer used only upon muthoriza.
tion by the chief or whoever
else is In command
time.

Like the chlef says: “We

hope we never have to use extlodes on Impact
it, but it's nice to have it|

here just in case we do.”

at the|

FIRES GUN — Police Lt. Jack McMillan is shown firing
the tear-gas gun. A high-powered tear-gas projectile which
can be fired from the gun. The projec-
tlie has a range of 400 yards, and can be fired accurately
for a distance of 100 yards,




