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Real "home" to the traveling Millses is o Sussex farm near London,

A Family That
Won't
Be Separated

The John Mills clan travels
all over the world to make theatrical

headlines—but always together

By PEER |. OPPENHEIMER

HEN 1T coMES to theatrieal Tamilies, the John
Mills ¢lan easily ranks as one of the most tal-
ented on either side of the Atlantic.

John himsell has won aeting honors in o seore
“Hol-
and Walt Disney's current "Swiss
Family Robinson.”

His 14-year-old doughter Hayley all but stole
the show from hee famous (ather in “Tiger Bay,”

of films, Including “"Grent. Expectations,”

son's: Choiee,”

chormed audiences as “Pollyanng,” and recently

finished another Digney Blm, "Parent Trap,”
Hayley's 18-year-old electrified
theatergoers in London and New York with her
performance in the play, "Five Finger Exercise.”
Their mother, Mary Hovley Bell, is a former
netvess and now n successful author

Not to be outdone, the youngest Mills, 10-yéir-

sister  Juliet

Here the Millses unfold their dra
matic talents, from left, Hayley
Mills, with .'\dn”!hrr Muoenjou,
charmed us in " Pollyanno”; John
Mills stors with Dorothy McGuire
in""Swiss Family Robinson™
Juliet Mills, with Jessica Tandy,
ployved in "Five Finger Exercise.”
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When John Mills € Left Jwas in Tobago, West Indics, for rolein film, " Swiss Family

Robinson,"” wife Mary and children Jonathan, Hayley, and Juliet joined him

old Jonathan, made a sereen test which caome out
so well he was offered o contract by Disney, but he
turned it down as “too much work.”

With such talent and carveers, you'd think a nor-
mal existence for the Millses would be impossible,

Yot exactly the opposite is true. The reason is
e eloseness of the family, their ability to laugh
mt themselves, and their ingistence on keeping to-
gether no matter what the saerifices.

o noup the family intagt, Hayley and Jonathan
T.jlm school early 1o join the rest of the clan in
Tobago, the West Indies, while their father starred
in “"Swizss Family
weeks off from her play to fly to California while
Hayley filmed “Parent Trap”

Robinson™; Juliet took three

sand John gave up a
luervative lilm Tor J. Arthur Rank to keep his family
compnny when they settled in Beverly Hills while
Hayley worked

Not satisfied with hotel living, the Millses

rent o home wherever they go, be it Tobago or
Beverly Hills, and quickly establish a routine. Mrs
Hix, their housekeeper, is lown in to cook, Hayley
and Jonathan are enrolled in local schools, and a
lew mementos of home are placed around the house

such as Hoyley's stuffed animals, John's pipe
rack, and Mary's dictionary and thesaurus,

Their "real home™ is a Sussex farm near London
where they raise horses and cattle, They move to
London only when one of them is working there
Then they settle down in thelr fashionable but
West l':nrl .'q:.’u'hm‘nl, where I}lv uil'|.‘»
double up on the living-room couch, and Jonathan
has o sleep on the flooy

crowded

The Millses refuse to countenance nny egotism

which might be fostered by famie, angd ingist that
the children do their share around the house, no
matter where they are. This ineludes making their
own beds and putting away their clothes,

I's 0 heetie family life—but o close, happy one




