MEDFORD MAIL TRIBUNE,

THE SHAPE OF THINGS

New Tapestries Not Painterly;
Wools Used Are Carefully Dyed

By RICHARD HIRSCH
Director Allentown Art
Museum

Hamlel's Elsinore castle had
not heen bullt for comfort. Its
wiills were stone, niked inside
and oul, pierced with open
apertures. through which

raged the blasts of a North
Sea winter., No Rlass made
these opening what we call

windows-and this was a king-
Iy palice

The queen, seeking some
small comfort, seeks to cut
down on the gale-like drafts.
Henee, In her castle chamber,
which Shakespeare calls her
Yeloget,” those hangings
named “Arras.” As eavesdrop-
ping Polonius  betrays his
presence behind the gueen's
tapesities, young Hamlet
lunges blindly at the hang-
ings pierced by
Hamlet's sw m(l dies between
the “Arras” and the wall

This iz a familiar, a {amous
geene,

It Iz Misunderstood

Freguently, it is misunder-
slood. We think of a tapestry,
an Arras, as a wall hanging,
quite obviously againslt the
wiill, But ihis will only hap-
pen in the palaces of latep
conturies  succeeding  those
earlier slone castles.

In the sevenieenth century,
{for example, tapestries will, in
artual fact, become wall hang-
ings, hung directly against the
1, as the curtains hung
against the new wide win-
dows, rich with new-fangled
glass cul into window panes.

But not in Elsinore castle,
nor in hundreds of other cas-
iles less famous bul egually in
need of the barest creature
comforts. Hereé the lapesiry
was hiung wellaway, 18 inches
or more, from the clanimy
wiill, down to the drafty, iey,
floor, providing some slight
cushlon of air for the unhappy
nobles shivering behind their
drawbridges, in crenellated
grandeur.

Polamus Was No Fosl
It was in this air space thal

Polonius went to his reward. |

He had nol, as many readers
think, attempled to get behind
an Arras closely hugging the
wal] ‘of the Queen’s closel.
After all, he was no fool even
il his political maxims suffer
from the folly of the poli-
tician.

The medieval tapesiry was,
an cxpensive practical-
the  product of a great
ceaflt reproduwcing the designs
nol of painters, as will happen
only 1..rr| but of the design-
ers of stwmined glass, In limes
wlien |1,||nt1n-, wis found :_ml_'.'
in the miniatures of precious

manuscripts on parchment ot ||

on small wood panels, monu-

mental design could be hoped |}

for only from those acous
{omed to the towering dimen-
slons of e windows in great

cathedrals.

Il is from these hunds that §
came the designs, the *“car-
toons,” which the lapesiry

weavers of Arrag or Tournai
or Brussels interpreled freely
in wool, silk and sometimes in
gold and silver yvarn,
Inirequent Fading
Because of this

{he medieval lapesiry
come down to us with only in-
il fading or, where fad-
s taken place, a uniform

freedom,
his

of il ferom corner lo
corner, Jenving the  genetal
decorntive harmonies intaet

happy stability could
last s long as \he dyer
Lthe wi controlled

] But, shortly,
puinter and the decorat w \nl[
tnke over, Raphuel was pre-
p.'-rlT‘.C a catasin

- crafl,

A\ poo ingpired Pope
neked Rapl 1ael, around 1515,
{o design a series of cartoons
for a get of tapesiries 1o be
culled "The Acts of the Apos:
e These designs, painted
as if they were greal frescoes
or unusinlly large easel phint
inis, were send off o the tap-
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royal L'II‘L['I'F Pn
thom the purpose of the tow-
ering tapestry looms could
only be to produce decorative
Hangings from painterly de
signs. This will be done solely
i painterly terms

As might be expected, these
tous tapestries of the
eighieenth century are, with
few exceptions, but ghosts of
thelr first statle, while
dieval "Arrag” of ze
uries eariler are st

with bold color,
ﬂL‘,l'

It was poetie Justice that, in
oy century, il should be a
painters who o set
themselves the task of revive
ing the lost \raditions of me
dieval tapestry weaving as a
ernft

People such as Jean Luteal,

sel ur_- by

onee-luse

2 me

1 cen
L alive
undimmed by

Jean Picart Le Doux and &
number of others have, in less
than 20 years, laught the

weavers of Aubusson the old
nrinciples of thelp eraft which
had been forgotten by genera-
tions of their forbears work-
ing in this old French town,
The result con now be seen |
in museuins and  galleries |
around this country, The new
tapestries, which the design.|
ers eall “murals in wool," are
not painterly, This is due to
the inslstence of the painter-

WO\"EN TAPESTHY — "The Weleome
Guesls,”" a lapestry woven at Tournai in
Flanders in the late 15th century from a de-
sign by the unknown designer of stained
glass windows in one of the great churches

Under this perspective, rob- the exacling demand that they greying
bing the craftsman of his free- | reproduce every blending of ) once {i
dom, his judgment, his com-|color from his brush. As a re-| lows, spr

An -‘\:.‘mnle of nvr[m.l. ll.'l“.lht!lﬂ
tion between craflzmen, designer, dyer and
weaver, this greal hanging, 11 by 13 feel
in size, expresses a great and successful tra- |
dition. (Courtesy of Duveen Brothers, Inc)

wonl.  These were
i . hlended yel-
and hun-

L

| mand over quality and con-|sull, few are lhe Rubens lap-|dreds of grads tic which
| tent, the dyer produced yarns | estries today which have not|could not suprviv £ s which
which he knew could not re-|faded and, worse luck, faded |the cdloval dy and the
main color-fasl  while ihe|unevenly. lweaver for whom he \-_m-};.-‘||
weavel abdicated much of his| Here and (here an ancient would have tupned down as
ercative role. blue, dyed according (o the |shoddy,

medieval teadition, stands up
weavers of Flanders, will con- | against the centuries and sings

linue the tradition started by [olit boldly, Surrounding il,|later, were (o be given con.
Raphael, imposing on  them | however, are vast areas oflitrol over the manufaclories

Rubens, living close to the But'nol Rubens, nor yel :11p|

court painters of France who,

C

designer involved,

Rather, woven with woolj
carefully dyed in a bold, bril-|
|liant  and ‘earefully limited
spectrum, they join up, by
their eraft, with the great tra.
ditions of the medieval cen
turies while, by their dmu..n.,

often. wlilmsienl and always)
decorative, they belong tof
taday
And lmnorrow they will re. |
main alive, |
[Copyright 1961, General
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Actor John Payne in

Satisfactory Condition
New York -if- Mavie and |

TV sta= John Payne was re- |
ported in satisfaclory conil.
n Friday but faces seven

\.-.m.k-. in the hosplial, |
Payne, 48, was struek by |

Autbmuabile Woednesday
night ns he was walking in
the rain to a restaurant. Saf-
foring from a froctured leg |
and  several head and !in'l-|
culs, e was reported ipoeriti-|
cal  condition  Thursday al
#al Roosevell Hospital, but |
Improved quickly

inn

Boulder Lake Snow Less Than Normal
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distriet rangoer of the
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K 1athy National for-{  There wove 21.8 i(nches of
reported considerably | snow at Dynamite Meadows
wmial snow in the snow course, with an eleva-
Lake arven tion of 5.700 fee i o was
ents taken Mareh | ber content of 6.3 inches. No
d am® Glenn Fowls| mitl tow at the course 15 4.8
> that at Middle Bopls | Inehes with g water eontent of
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{eet, the snow gupth wits Swampy Johin snow coursd
nehes, compared oo oa clevation 5,500 foot, has
normisl ‘of 881 inches. Water | Snow Cdepth of 606 inclies
antent wos 2401 inehes, come | With a waler content of 21.6
1t nnormal of 28 hehes, | Mehes
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W an of 687 cont of all the upholstery
Wiiter Hent waz 17 .01 leather produced in the US

inchios,

comparced to a normal
7.8 inches

Oregon Mutual

7 North Bartlett

Insurance Company

LELAND CLARK Agency

27 Years in

One Location

Personalized Service

i ! 15% Savings Over 60 Years

Phone SP 2.-4646

Volkswagen’s output of 891,000

units in 1960 exceeded all domestic

makes except Ford and Chevrolet!!!

And . o . YW o males and popu-
larity are grawing by leaps and
bounds! Reason? The Volks-
wagen has becoma a warld-wide
symbal for quality and scanam-
ical

motoring. Try ena your-

selt!

MORSE
MOTORS

6th and lvy
Medford

Thru Sat., March 11—8 a.m.-8 p.m.—

Dust-proof

ASTERN BEDROOM SET

All hordwood — bookcase headboard
boad, chest of drawers, double dresser
with beveled edge mirror and dovetail
canter-guide drawars,
plastic top. Bed complets with rails.

with

$l 5995

Decorator Tahle Lamps

{Matching Palrs—Large Selections)

Decorative Wall Pictures

Each

Coffee Tables and End Tahles

Large Yariety to Choose From—As Low as—Each
9x12 Linoleum
Each
- . -
Reclining Chair

All Reinforeed Plastio

Throw Rugs

5466
66°
54166
54166

53Q9%

Each

Mireor

Ol

Box

3 Piece Living Room Sel
With Lay Back Daveno, Reclining Club Chadr, |
an

2 Piece Living Room Sel

Bed Davenn, Matehing Club Chalr—BOTH

Springs & Maltresses

1 Only 4 Piece Bedroom Sel

Includes Never-Mar Top—All Walnut Dresser with Tilling

312 Coil Orthopedie Deluxe Full or Twin Size—5Sel

Metal Bunk Beds

Complete with Ladder, Spring and Maltress

39600

ALL FOIt

it NOF
38 656
$50)66
36966

Open Today 1to 6—We're Having a PRE-INVENTORY

REDUCTION!

Financing Arranged on the Spot

Twin Bedroom Suite

| Plooe

Norge Upright Freezer

19

519986
$269°%

New 19" Zenith TV

1061 Maodel with Stand

Good Used Weslmghouss TV

17 Inch Portahle

CBS Console TV

sood Used 21-inch

Malingany

$17 9%
| 56656
sg g8e

MANY OTHER TV's TO CHOOSE FROM

With Foam Rubber Baok—From

3249
2 Piece USED Living Reom Sefs
INot good, hut OK for Patinl—F.0. K. Store

Used Trade-ins Priced Avcordingly

BUY AT COST AND BELOW

HUNDREDS OF OTHER BARGAINS
THROUGHOUT THE STORE

You'll Find Us Easy To Do Business With
CLOSED MARCH 13 FOR INVENTORY

Used 30" Ranges with Clocks

Guarinteed

Automalic Washers and llryers

Fram

BRING TRUCK OR TRAH.ER

ONTGOMERY’S

of Ashland-- 1640 Highway 66

Phone
MU 2-4351

)
5301

—




