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Question of Alliance Between Japan And U.S. Is Raised

Ashland Author CreditsSuccess
To Persistence, Talent, Belief

By FAITH McCULLOUGH
Mail Tribune Correspondent
_Ashland — It was Wednes-
day, the day afler the Satur.
day Evening Post had ap-
peared on the natlon's news-
glands, that we spent an hour
in the book-lined living room
of Ashland's author Verne
Athanas, hoping to discover

some secret formula for hisi

remarkable batting average —
19 fiction hits with this top
weekly in less than nine
years!

The creator of *“Big Elk"
and dozens of popular prede.
gessors. holds no  illusions
gbout his craft and modestly
eredils his suceess to “equal
parts. of persistence, talent,
and bellef In one's self

It was in 1948 while work-
{ng In Peck's Book Store (now
The Mart) that Athanas suec-
cumbed to the writing urge,
He set himself a daily goal of
1,000 words, and soon was
submitting short slories (o a
wide field of magazines from
“pulps” to “sglicks,” on the
theory that the more sent out
the greater the chances,

Rejecllon slips came bul so
did checks. One story made
the rounds for 10 turn-downs
by the "'pulps” and on its 11th
trip was accepled by Colliers,
Argosy, Couniry Gentleman
and the Post were bul a fow
of the magazines on Athanag'
list,

First acceplance came from
Country Gentleman for a tale
thal has since been incorpor-
aled in a college English text-
book as one of four short
stories.

Alhanas' first Posl fiction
hit was "'Charge of the Jungle
Battalion," & war-time adven-
ture which he said had been

W. VERNE ATHANAS
Discusses Writing Success

“boiling for years." In quick
succession came short stories,
noveleties and' serials in ad-
dition to three full length
novels, “The Proud Ones"
published in 1852 by Simon
and Shuster; “Rogue Valley,"
and “Maverick,” which ap-
peared In serial form under
the title of “I'rail East."
Motion pictures, paperbacks
and television have all spread
Athanas adventure tales be-
fore the publie both here and
abroad. Recently two of his
stories were televized on NBC,
When asked if he slanied
his writing toward any partic-
ular magazineg or {ype of read-
er, Athanas replied that he
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can only write of the things he |

knows, adding "I am a West-
erner, 1 could never write of
suburbia or metropolitan life
because 1 am unacquainted
with them."

On the other hund he has no
wish to be typed for Westerns
only and therefore has strayed
occasionally into the field of
romance, He i$ contempluous
of sensationalism and declares
that “if [ don't feel a story 1
can't write it. I have never
been 'a tongue-in-cheek wriler
and would notl insull serious
readers with that sort of fic-
tion."

Although most of Athanas'
stories have a definite appenl
to maseuline readers his lan-
gunge is light on profanity be-
yond an occasional damn or
hell, They are replete with ac-
tlon and suspense and alive
with vigorous verbs,

“There is no substitute for
work," declares tne author,
“and no short cut to success.
To be a good writer one must
be an omniverous reader and
a lover of words and their
usage."”

Tralning in the fundamen-
tals of grammar, familiarily
with semantics, and acquaint-
ance with the best in litera.
ture should be a part of every
child's education, he belleves.
Remedial English for college
freshmen shows a woeful lack
of high school preparation, ac-
cording to the author,

Verne Athanns and his wife,
Alice Spencer, were class
mates, gradualing in 1938
from Ashland High schoo]l and
marrying the same year. Thelr
family iIncludes two married
sons, Michael and David, who
both lve In Ashland and a
recent addition *'a very special
granddaughter.”

Work In the Weyerhauser
forests, life In the mountains
of Oregon, a lively Interest in
pioneer history, and a flair for
waords combined to direct Ath-
anas toward the writing field,
Latent ambition had been
stirred by several of his high
school teachers,

Hunting and fishing; lead-
ership of the Ashland Junior
Gun elub, chairmaning the
memibershipcommitiee of
Western Writers of America,
lure the author away from
his secluded study and into
fields ‘which furnish fresh
grist for eventual production.

While “Big Elk" is being
read this week by a majority

(Editor's note: The following
dispateh Is the fourth of elght
being published In eonnection
with the “Great Declslons' pro-
gram of the non-profit, non-
partisan Forelgn Policy associn-
tign. This dispatch ls related to
the fourth  discussion  tople:
‘“Japan—Future of An Aslan Al-
I)—-Pnrm:uhlp or Competition
Ahead?")

By LEROY HANSEN
United Press International

Tokyo -~ (UPD - Japan has
embarked on 1861 hopeful
and confident of {urther

strengthening its already close
ties with the United States.

But while Lhe two natlons
seem cerlain to relain their
international partnership, Ja-
pan undoubtedly will become
a slrong competitor lo the
United States In the quest for
world markels,

Two new factors could pos-
sibly enter into U.S. - Japan
relations in 1961, however,

One s the question of Com-
munist China,

Premier Hayato Ikeda's con-
servative Liberal - Democratic
party has been coming under
increasing pressure to relax
its stiff attitude toward the
Red mainland,

Japan has no diplomatic re-
lations with Red China and is
nol llkely to initigte them
until the Peiping regime is
admitted to the Uniled Na-
tions.

Trade Another Matier

Despite erles from the So-
ciallst and Communist parties
and from the 3.5 milllon mem-
ber Sohyo Labor Union Con-
federation, Tkeda Is not likely
lo relax his sland. At least
not this year,

Trade is another matter,
however, and Japanese mer-
chanls eye the Communist
mainland with yearning, Up
to 1858, there was growing
trade between Japan and Red
Chinn, but the Reds broke off
trade relations when a youth
pulled down a Chinese Com-
munist flag from a stamp ex-
hibitlon in southern Japan.

In recent months, there has
been a gradual increase In
trade between the two nations
on a private basla, This is like-
ly to continue.

Here again, Tkeda la under

ernment-to-government trade
agreement, but he ls resisting

of the Post's estimated 21 mil-| jt,

lion readers its author is al-
ready deep In other adven-
tures with a half dozen stories
“on to boil"

“There are no trade secrets
and no magle tools," cautioned
the successful story spinner,
adding “And no substitute for
hard work."
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Japan's attitude toward

the second point which could
possibly affect U.S.-Japan re-
lations in 1861,

The government has been
accused many times of not
having an Independent foreign
policy of its own. One eritic
even termed Japan a '"lap
dog,” following at the heels
of the United States, afraid to
make a declslon of its own.
Orphans of Asia

Wrole one conservative crit-
le: *The fact Is that in Inler-
national diplomacy, as in pri-
vale life, Japancse are often
so afrald of offending some-
one that they please no one.

apparent shiftiness which
tends to make other nations
suspicious of Japanese mo-
tives and which in turn gives
Japan the feeling of being an
orphan.’

Some Japanese do consider |
themselves to be “the orphnm
of Asia."

Ethnically and geographi- |
cally, Japan belongs to the |
Asian bloe of nations.
economically Jopan Is the
greatest industrinl nation in|
Asin, and, as such, more often

The
split personality,

Great Decisions
Group Sets Meefing

Jacksonville = The second
in a geries of eight toples will

with the Western powers
result Is a

be disvussed lomorrow eve-
| ning when the second Great
| Decisions Group meeting will
be held in the Jacksonville 11-
brary between 7 and 9 p.m,
The meeting Is In addition
to the Great Decisions meel-
ings held each Tuesday after-
noon in the Publie Libraty of

| at 2:30 pm
Lirary officials i
l:.n[- interested to attend these
| meetings and join the disous-
Islrms coneerning world prob-
| lems.
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pressure to sign a formal gov-

Communist China brings up|®

It is this Indecisiveness and |

But |

vile any-|

Consequently, there may be |
increasing erles in 1061 urg- |
ing Japan to stand on its own |
two feet and develop an in-
dependent foreign policy and
not merely follow the Unlted)|
States.

No Anti-Americanism

Many Influential Japanese
are betoming more national-
Istic and believe their nation
should attain a more impor-
tant position in the Interna.
tional community.

But this inereasing natlonal- |
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o Yes

Ism cannist be inlerpreted as
increasing anti-Americanism,
Even at the height of the

June,

| anti-Americanism as such, The | cabinet could fall,

demonstrations  were  almied
primarily at loppling the gov-
ernment of Premicr Nobusuke
Kishi and of halting ratifica-

tion of the U.S.-Japiun security |

treaty. Cancellation of Presi-

dent Elsenhower's visit was a |

side effect,

Towever, all will noL
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Two Factors Will Enter Into\
Relations in 1961, Writer Says :

the
in

|u.l1l fu
in n-.m

and
United Stales
1061

and Soliyo are certaln to raise
agaln the isstue of the U \1
Japan securily iteaty, now In
effect. The ultrn-leflt Zenga-
kuren students are certain Lo |

stage demonstrations, and
there will be domands  for
withdrawal of U.5, bases from

| Japan.

But these will not aller

|Tnk)o demonstrations last|basle US. - Japan (riendship.
there was little or no|Concelvably Premier lkeda's

But the
new premier also would be n
member of the ruling 1.|I._u-r.'|1-|
Demoeratic party and, as such,
there  would be no drastic
change In U.S-Japanese rela-
Lions,

Triade belween the
tlons which reached

twa nn-|
nn
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