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Emaritus Consultant in Medicine
Mayo Clinle
Emerilus I'lul’ﬂlor of Madicine
Mayo Clinic
(Reglster lnd Tribune Byndicate,
1981)

Can One Inherit Syphills?

A young woman writes, ter.
ribly upset and almost sui-
cldal  because o doclor hns
told her that & blood test has
shown that she has syphilis.
The impression the girl has
is that she Inherlted It from
her father by way of her
maolther,

This, of course, s possible,
but in the
Insl 80 years
#ince Salvar-
san came Into
use, 1 hawve
seen  only a
very few
cases in which
a person's
sy phlls ap-
peared to

Alval have been in-
Iwrllcd' In those few cascs
ustinlly the cornea (window
of the eye) was slightly froat.
otl, In those, cnnes, also, 1 was
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uble to ghow that the young
person's mother had a positive
blood test for syphilis. Often,
nlgo, in those cuses 1 could
got a history that the mother
had had n serles of stillborn
Infants before a child was
born who lived,

The thought thal first came
1o me ns I read this unhappy
girl's letter was, "Did the doc-
tor have the test repeated In
at least two other lsborato-
rles?"

I ean remember a number
of cases in which a lovely
woman was flaltened by such
a blow, and yet I was able
quickly to show thal when
the tosl as repealed in at
least to lnboratories it showed
nolhing wrong,
‘Falae-Positive’ Resull

In some: caged cither the
lest was in error or the girl
hagl & blood which gave what
15 called a “Inlseipositive” re-
sull. Such n regull can be due
to the presence in the womin
ol one of sovernl cdiscases
which will gometimes give a
syphilis-like reaction. Inthese
cases I always refer the pa |
tient to an experl on syphills
who will have a number of
lests made. Oflen by looking
lenst two laboratories it show- |
ed nothing wrong.

Toduy, there ls a special
test available for the presence
of the spirochete thal causes
syphilis, and this has brought
great comforlt to many pers
sons who, after many lestings
with the old technies, hod
been left in a most unhappy

ing when or whence It came,
But to get back to ihe
much-worried girl who wrole
me, First, she should go per-
haps to a nearby medical
school where, in the depart-
ment of syphllology, she can
have a number of different
tests made such as the Kline,
the Kahn, the Hinton, and the
Kolmer Wassermann. Then, if
any doubt remalns, she should
have two of the new, more
definite lests made, Also, if

the doctors think il necessary,
the mother and father, if they
are living, can be tested,

If the tests should lndicmcl
that syphilis is really present,
then the givl should have ex- |
pert treatment with penicilllng
If, with this; her blood reac-
tion quickly changes to nor-
mal, she can fecl happy again.

Perhaps your most preclous
possessions ore your eyes. See |
\hat” ‘they gel proper cnrc.|
Read Dr, Alvarez! hooklet)
“How to Sufegusrd Your Vi-|
sion" It may be obtalned by
sending 23 cenis and a large,
slamped, self-addressed enve-
lope with your request to Dr,
Alvarer, Dept, MMT, The Reg-
Ister and Tribune Syndlcate,
Box 857, Des Moines 4, lowa,

TO RECEIVE AWARD
Hollywood -(UMi-Actor Mac-
Donald Carey loday wias
named o receive e Catholle
Big Brothers Award al the|
ddth Catholle Big Brolhers,
dinner Monday night.
wnL"! TV & RADIO
| SERVICE
""Oldest Shop In So. Oregon'
2300 So. Stage Rd. 5P 2.2269 |
Serving Modlord & Yicinity |
Alio Hi-Fi and Stereo Sorvico
Calls — Monday thru Thursday

B am. to 6 p.m, Friday, 8 aim.
to 4 pm

Driver Has Reason
To Abandon Auto

North Little Rock, Ark -
Pl - It was a nice looking
aulomobile and It was stuck
smick-dab in the middle of
the rallroad tracks,

The driver got out and
asked 8 man standing nearby
{o help him push the stalled
car, but between the two
of them they couldn't budge
s, i
Aboul that time, a Cotlon
Belt Railroad irain came on
the scene.

“I've golla leave," the driy-
er told his helper. And he
left, running as fast as he
could across a field.

It wasn't hard for police
to determine why the driver
didn't stick around. Demol-
ished with the car were 100
one-gallon jugs of corn whis-
key.
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Prescriptions

Day or Night
CALL . . .

SP 2-2330 (gt
W. Main Pharmacy

135 West Main at Grape

“"Where prescriptions are filled
UP tn a standard—NOT down
1o a price.”

Does your
watch run

HST?

It may enly need re-adjusting,
Why not come in ond recelve
our free Inspeciion sarvice®
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stite of anxiety.

One of the awful things
thilt, happens in many  casis
I8 that once the doctor has
Llurted out lo a lovely woman
his opinion that she has syphe
1lig, no amount of showing
hor thal a laboratory mistake
wis made will ever make her
feel quile elean again,

So far 1 have been lalking
aboul women who have al-
wiys been chaste, The woman
who has had several lovers
can easily have contracted
syphilis without ever Know-
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FALSE TEETH

More Comfort Wearing

Her 15 a plensant way to overcoms
onse nidts diseomiirt. FPASTEETH,
AN improved  powder, aprinkled on
upper and jower plates holds tham
firmer w0 that l.hl'l Toel more enm-
fortable, No gl haty
taste or feeling lu :Iﬁhw 1unn-
Arid). Doss not ol Checks “plate

ﬁnr‘ tdenture hreathi Get FAB-
10day ay any drug counter
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these days .
discovered

Even the Hatfield's
are listening to KYJC

.. They've
a real live

"McCOY"

Why Don’t You Listen To

PATRICK ALOYSIUS McCOY
3:30 to 5:30
Monday Through Friday On

KYJC

1230 ON YOUR RADIO
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Il
DAD,MAY L HAVE
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ALLOWANCE
-
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ONE TO GET ME OUT
OF DEBT AND THE
CTHER TO KEEP
ME FROM

L GOING

MUTT and JEFF
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AND GET BACK

ON THE SIDEWALK,

You -~




