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Ashland Hotel

Becomes Memory
0f Halcyon Days

By FAITH McCULLOUGH
Mail Tribune Correspondont

Ashland - “Golng, going,
gone! Sold for 525"

The auclionecr’'s hammer
fell sharply, A long mirror
wis ciarried to safety from
the milling crowd, and the
bidding on blankots, beds and
tables went on,

Scenes Ifrom 72 colorful
youars had been réflected in
the wvenerable looking gloss
of the old Ashlond hotel. In-
visibly stored within/i{s frame
were Lhe images of Willlam
Jennings Bryan, of Walter
Damrosch, of Willlam Howard
Taft, of Eugene Debs.

And some there were in the
fuetion erowd who could see
them again,

'l'_rndu Memories in Tribute

The few who remembered
the haleyon days traded mems
orles In tribute to the ancient
hoklelry's passing, Only one
min hid persanal recollection
of [is beginning in 1889,

Clarence Lane, Ashland nao-
tive son now ‘80, was one of
the town's gay voung blades
who tripped the Hght fantastic
toe¢ In the gold bullroom of
Hotel Oregon. He had' raced,
marched or ridden before ils
vernndn, grandstand on more
than 70 Independence Days
He hod manned a hose when
the ornale cupola and turrets
disnppenred In flomes and
when the old Ganlard Opera
House ncross the corner on
Ploneer st was deatroyed by
fire,

“Mister Ashlond,” nuthentic
c¢ompendium of local history,
whose vigorous years span a
near century, Is philosophical
as he watches the demolition
crew. al wotk, He hag seen
buildings and people come
uned go, To him it 18 just the
naturnl  course of cvenls
something o be remembered
butl not mourned.

Purchased By Bank

The hotel was purchased by

the Firsl National Bank of

RAZING PROGRESSING —

city landmark for 72 colorful

aecommodations and culsine
altracted  visitors from all
parts of the natlon, most of
them arviving by train.

Hotel Oregon, as il was
known for many years, was
bullt by n stock company com-
posed of Ashland  business
men “to whom a bonus of §2,-
800 was given by other elti-
zens""

Oregon Dec. 22, A new bulld-
ing for the Astiland branch of
the bank will be erected on
the hotel site thld summet.

‘The old hotel ‘properly totals|urose a half dozen brick build-| |

20,000 square feel,

The new bank bullding will
feature nll modern econvens
lenees, Wreeking should be
completed by July, according
(o bunk officials,

Still vivid in the memories
of two Ashland native daugh-
ters nre the gay parties held

The bold venture came at
the cloge of that flourlshing
decade, the exeiling 80's,
when around (he Plaza \here

ings dnd along the nearby
streels new  amd  Imposing
mansions were erecled.  The
completion of the Californin-
Qregon  rallroad ' (riggered
Ashland's boom yvars,
Leaso Hotel

Drgs. A C. Helm and Charles

in Hotel Oregon when It was ﬁ;.ufﬂljf} m.'}" ;ln':.-:" m,.-.j"';ﬁ.ﬂ
the {own's soclal ‘center, Migs |5 & es and ©. B, Larler
sorved o8 president of the

Lydin MeCall and Mrs. Mabel
Wiagner Kinney, cousins who
are now lving al Mountain
View Rest Home, were among
the young erowd of that perls
od when the polka and the
three-step vied In popularity
witly the waltz.

Building Completed

It was Jan, 25, 1889, that
the imposing threestory brlck
bullding was completed. by
Contraclor A. W. Scolt, but It
wik nol untll Mareh 27 that
the stars and stripes were run
up on the turret fing pole and
the doors were offlcially op-
ened far guests,

On thal ddy it is reporled
“the hundsome buss, just ar-
rived from San Francisco,
earried the band through the
elty"  bnnouncing the greal
event,

“When twilight eame the'ho-
tel was p blage of Hght from
office Lo uttic. At T o'clock the
miusie of the band was the sig:
il 1o ussemble for the cele
Lration,” according to the lo-
cill puper,

400 Crowd Ballroom

Approximotely 400 guosts
crowded Into the ballroom
and lobby, overflowing onto
the long verandn and the new
board walk, Chief feature of
the evening wus a bountiful
81 bonquet served in the
“heautiful and spaclous din-
ing room." Toasls were made
by Gen. J. C. Tolman, Dr, J.
S, Waller and G, F, Billings,
There were recitations and vo-
ol musie and, of course, danc-
ing.

Guests thronged the corpl
dors and inspected the cham-
hers, marveling at the swing-
ing light bulbs and the elec
trie “annunciator'” which eon-
neeted the clerk's office to ev:
ery room,

Ashland Hotel gcompany. Helm
Atkinson was seerelory-lroas.
urer, On the boird of direet-
ors were Gwinn 8. Butler, D.
miin;

bar and a real estate offlce
#and in the renr a wish house

wiis vice president and W, H,

H. Mills, and Gen. J, €. Tal-

In addition to the holol,
thern weore & barbepe shop, o

and a stable, Helm and Beehe
Lriveled to Sun Frandisco and
as for vast ps Chicago to pur-
chase the furnishings which
filled more than three froight
cirs,  Ineluded were  “solld
ok bedroom sulles, hundsome
flowered Bryssels carpets and
tupestries, marble wash stands |
und crockery, und a fine Math-
ushek piano,"

Plantings of cvergreens and
palme gove visltors the fm- |
pression that Ashland enjoyed
n banana belt ‘ellmaote where
the pine and palm meet., For
T2 years the vovered vorandi,
lined with rocking chitirs nne
swings, his been the town's
vanlige point for viewing pa- |
rudes and passing tralfic,

No Record Available

No  consecutive record of
ownership i available and
even the best momories have
fatled to recall more than a
few of the men and women
who were hosts. Aming them |
were D, Perozzl and George
Owens. Thoe final owners from
1047 to 1881 were Mr, and |
Mrs, O, W. Green |

Munager of the holel for 10
years at the turn of the cen:
tury was H. S, Sanford, whose |
son, Torberl, and daughters,
Mrs. Ethelynde Whitney and
Mrs. Gladys Rose, still live in
Ashland. They hove many

wppy  recollections of their
youthful experiences  while

Eloctric lights had arrived
in Ashlond only a manth be-
fore the hotel's completiion
and were an pwesome reveli
tion Lo the lownspeople. An
eloetrie fire alarm system wWas
another of the building's mod-
ern conveniences, while “hot
and cold water' wag proclaim-
ed loudly at the Southern Pa:
cifie depot by the hotel hack |
driver.

Noglects To Mention

He neglected to mention
where the lodgers would find
hot and cold water, nor did he
give any detalls about other
plumbing facllities or their
fits) loeation,

0ld timers recall that the
elegint pew hotel was des
crloed In glowing tlerms as
“tne finest in Oregon, — out-

tho family Hved in the hotel

Mus: Whitney recalls the
threecourse  dinners  sorved
for 50 cents by Chinese Jim
saying thut traveling men
would  arrange their  sehed,
ules so that they might ent b
muny meals as possible at the
Ashland hotel.
Wenderful Pastries

“Those pasiries wore wion-
derful,”" declared Mrs. Whit
noy, “And his custard ples
were something very special

Her  brother  adided  that
townspeople made & practice
of eating thelr Sundoy dinners
nf the hotel. He recalled that
the Thomas Simpson family
were “regulars” After  the
Chinese cook returned to his
homeland he wrole frequent
lotters  and sont  interesting

side of Bortland,” and that its

gilts Lo the Sanford funyly. |

Razing of the Ashland hotel

Is progrossing rapldly, This view shows the rear of the top
two floors chewed away by wreckers, The hotel has been a

years, The three-story bulld-

ing was compleled in January, 18808, Approximalely 400

of Ashland,
busiiy ga wbout demaolishing
hote!, Mhe F23ear-ald hotel

memories for Lane

et
PRI(VM g e
-in

HOTEL OREGON —
witel wis bullt in 18
Hotel'Oregon. 1t was
npased of Ashland
wi brought

L

1t was several years Inter
during the 1007 “hoard times:
thiat needy familics were giv
en 8 generous padl Oiled with

dinner Iel overs for o ding
First Acquainiance

Mrs: Alice Applegate Peil
now. @ rexident of the Rogue

Villey Manor, tells of her first
sequaintance  with, the ]
when sl was a bride in 1010
Upon  relurning rom  thelr
hopeymoon Mre. and Mrs Lﬂm!

MASY MEMORIES — Clarence Liong, 90,

looks on ns wrecking crews

When
wits Kitown as the
uilt by a stock com
business men
E from
e awny as San Francisco and Chicago

Colorful Years Reflec

guests crowded into the ballroom und lobby b the hotel's
opening celebrabion, Ope of the unusunl features of ihe

hotel in
nlnrm system.

the Ashland
holds 1

HOTE L. Ok o0, 1

Ashiland ariy throes
altdest hotel
sule=men and
s

In

plices
pust oras

Pell hud to awalt completion
g0 they spent several weeks in
aostiite on the thivd floor west
front

In 1912 Ashlund High school
graduntes felt they hnd reach
o the ultimate of sophistica

tion whenthey held theie sen
twor bangquet in the elegance
of the hotel dining . room, e

calls Mes
Duving
lers of n

nearly
century

<(quar-
Ashland's
r

(]

more thiun 70 Independence duys
ned a hose when the hotel was blistered by
flames many years ngo. And he danced in
He hag rocod;, marched  the gold ballroom many 1imoes,

roud crews, semitors

nt facade femains todays Az o

1889 was cleetric lighting and an electric fire

or ridden before its verandp grandstand on

He maon-

Ashland’s
surved as o home to rall-
Shake
overnigl

riers of A conlury

reminder of

oldest hotel has
warm hospilality to Chautau.
ata celebrities and railroad
trews, to senhtors and Shakes-
speirean aclors

dispensed

to salesmen

nnd overnight tourists

Today only a front fuceade
remainsg as finbl reminder of
i A past

To the sound of falling tims-
bers and rip of the wre
bBar Ashland moves on with its

business of progress
v

ted in Looking Gla

SS

ship salls
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-

Portland-- The wvessel that
will unlock the secrets of the

locean off Oregon was' launch-

ed in Porlland last week.

It is the quarter-milllon.dol-
lar "“Agona” of the Oregon
Stafe college depariment of
oceanography. It will be ysed
by the college for the first
really intensive studies ever
made of the Oregon ocein,

The Acong was buill with a
grant from the Office of Naval
Research, which picked OSC
two yvears ago as one of 10
schools in the nation lo carry
out o glant 10-year program
of research in' walers sur-
rounding the United -States.
The schopls are spaced up and
down the East and West consts
and along the Gulf of Mexico,

The new OSC “navy"” is de-
seribed as an BO-fool “floaling
laboratory” by Dr. Wayne V.
Burt, head of the college's
oceanogriphy department and
the man who launched ocean
research in the state when he
joined the OSC slaff in 1054,

Spe eial Equipment

on the Acona will let the
seientists study the ocean in-
side-out and [rom top lo ocean
MNoor, which is 3 miles down
in some places off Oregon. One
of the vessel's special features
I8 an underwater port, with

observe marine life as (he
Acona moves along on its reg-
ular research crulses.

A wide range of research
projects is seheduled by the
various OSC ocean
Burt sald. These will ineclude
inventories of plant and ani-
mal life; studies of currents
off - Oregon and how they
change; boltom sediments and
the ocean floor; lemperature;
oxygen content, and salinity
of the water; pollution prob-
lems in coastal estunries; and
defense-type research on un-
derwater factors affecting sub-
marine operations.

Oregon has the fourth long-
est coastline of any stale, bul
almost nothing had been done
on research before the OSC
oceanography department was
organized.
| Sponsor a! Launching
| Mrs. Burt was sponsoy ai
| the launching that sent the
| Acona into the waters of Wil-
immctlu river, Invacatlon wis
by the Rev. Waller Frutiger
lof the Corvallis Federnled
churches,

Members of the official par
{y that witnessed the launch-
ing included OSC President
A. L, Strand, Dr. John R.
Richards, chancellor of the
stute svstem of higher educa-
tion, and some members of
the state board of higher edu-
cition

The name Acona is an In-
dinn word for Yaquina, New-
port, on the Yaquina Boy, will
be home port

Before the Acona goes to

lighls, so thal sclentists can|

experts, |

‘Acona’ La

Speclal research equipment |

o
I
|

lCOLLEGE'S NAVY — This is Oregon State college's ocean-
ography research ship “Acona” after launching last week in
Portland. One of the vessel's special features is-an underwaler
port with lights so scieniists can observe marine life as the

(UPI Telephoto)
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unched for Research Projecis
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EXPLAINS EQUIPMENT — Elecironics
Closs Charles Parller,
Medford, eéxplaing lo a group of Inlerested
onlookers the operition of o piece of radar

Technlelan Second

3 SRESPRTRN

equipment as Naval Reserve Eleetronics
Division 135 honored familles and friends
of the civillan-gollor members Valentine's
Day night.

-t bl

Reserve Holds Valentine Party

Modford's Naval Reserve
Had & Valentine party Tues-
doy night, .

It marked a specinl ocea.
ston honoring the families and
“sweethearts” of members of
Electronics Division 135 ad-
Judged one on the “natlon's
best" during national ¢ompeti-
tion lnst year.

Afler witnessing the open- |
ing ceremonies and personnel
ingpection, the large crowd |
sellled buck while Command- |
ing Officer R, A. Schughard
gave o detpiled explanition of
the Naval Reserve training
program as offered In an elee-
tranies division, |

Later, the audience saw a |
speciil colorod slide presenti- |
lion by Ruadioman Sehiman
Alee Geren, Medford, featur- |
ing pletures of his recently
completed wo-week eruise o
South America

Newport, however, a gm‘rr]!

deal of outfitting still remains, | :

and

bix

winches,
goear must

The ballast,
other specind
pul into place
Formal commissioning will
come when the Acona is ready
for its ocean duly. At that
time, open house will be held |
for those who want to see the
vessel and watch demonstra-
tions of research equipment
In adition to the funds from |

Office of Naval Research, OSC | g

his recelved substantial
grants for ocoun studies from
the U.S, public health service |
and  the  National  Selence |
Foundition

Surgical Diseases of
Heart Subject of Show

“Surgical Disepses of the
Heart™ will distussed on
“Adventures in Medieine &
4 o'clock this afiernoon over
stution KBES-TYV

Appenring on
panel will be Dr
Upton.  anesthestologist
James W, Quinn, chest
geon, and Dr. William Miller,
pediatrician, They will be as-
sisted by Herbert Hunter,
maodical {Hustrator.

Normal heart functions and
causes of malfunction will be
ieseribed with dccompanying
sketches, The difference be-

b

the medical
Thomas E
Dr

sur- |

we apen and ¢loged heart!
surgery will be explained, and
saome of the more commun |
wart conditions treated by
surgery. will be deseribed
The physiclans  will note
also the important  contriby.,
tlone made by .:nmlh('c-.-lln

maodern hoart surgory, and ex-
plisin some of the newer sur-
gleal techniques being uged
Mz, C: Ivan Burton, direc-
noderntor of the Tubered-
1d Health association's
cokly program, presented
in cooperation with the Jack-
son County Moed sociely
sated thiz s the gixth vear in
which a program on heart|
disenze hhs been presénted
during Natlonal Heart Month
She added that, although
the association’s firslt concern
s the eradication of tubercu-
losls, many other chest condi-
tlone are found through the
nding program - the

rase-1i

wiekly chest x-rav elinie, op-
nri { ut Sacred Heart Hos-
i Many of these condi
tions. including heart, are re
forred the patient’s own

physician for further study

Demonstrations in electron-
fes and radio were given by
petty officers of the unil
throughout the evening.
Refreshments consisting of

specially detoraled shoel
cakes and “good old Nawvy
mud” were sorved by the
wives of lhe division staff
officers.
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/L save
} with
Mortuary (%;: One
Cemetery
Mausoleum Cq"
Crematory
Columbarium In One Location
-

SP 2-5488

Only Complete
Funeral Service

In ONE Location
In Southern Oregon

‘ _

5 Minutes from
Riverside & 8th
or 10th Streets

Joe Hosick—Funeral Director-Manager

SISKIYOL

- funeral service

2100 Siskiyou Blvd., Chapel in The Trees

And
SISKIYOU MEMORIAL PARK

L. G. (Lew) Miles, Mar.
SP 2:2344

© 605 Highland Dr,




