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Flight o’ Time

filas of The
0, 30, 40

Mludhrdfrom e
ﬂ-"f{"?nhum 10, 20,
and 50 years age.

10 YEARS AGO
‘Fah. 10, 1851 (Bnturday)
Costly government require-
ments for the pay, care and
feading of Imported farm la-
bor may result in one of the
most acute farm labor short-
ages in years in the Rogue
valley, according to the Jack:
son County Frultgrowers
e O Hattleld, member
of the Oregon housa of repre-
sentatives, will be (he fea-
{ured speaker at the Ja_cksonl
County Lincoln Dey panduet

Monday. Sl

20 YEARS'AGO

Fak, 10, 1841 (Monday) .
The Works Projects admin

How About It?

We haven't taken sides, editorially, in the
pro and con discussions eoncemmF a proposed
multi-purpose stadium, which would be located
at the fairgrounds as part of an eventual activity

tor| center which ultimately would inelude an audi-

torium. .

We haven't taken sides simply because we
don’t know whether or not the idea is feasible.
To find out, to get a good idea of whether
it would be used, and to determine whether the
ex{Jendimre of public money would be justified,
will take considerable time s;nd effort.

T'S easy Lo say, “If the promoters want it so
badly, let them build it themselyes.”

But as Sports Editor Dick Jewett pointed out
yesterday, there are other things involved than
just the gquestion of whether it would pay for
.}t-self or not. . y
The new extension service offices at the fair-
grounds, for instance, will not “pq?r. for them-
selves,” but the county court is willing to pay
an estimated $136,000 to build them. ]
“Entertainment, cultural and community
spirit, enthusiasm and pride values” are listed
by Jewett as some of the intangibles that can’t
be measured in dolla_rs .angl c_ents.

E DO not blame the county court for be-
lieving that only a vote of the people should
decide whether or not a stadium should be 'built
ISiilthough no vote of the Eeople was needed for

e extension buildings, which are for a far more
restricted purpose, and which will cost almost
as much as the “basic” stadium plan). )
But we do rather blame them for saying, in
effect, “This whole job is up to somebody else.
A lot of study is needed. But we won’t even ad-
vance funds to make a study possible.”
Those who haye proposed the stadium have
done so simply because they think it would be
a good thing for the community to have, not
because they have anything to gain personally.
And they can no longer afford the costs of con-
tinuing an investigation,

Thus the court’s decision virtually closes the

door on any pusalb_ilii.;y of a a.tadium being built.

AT THE same time, it has been proposed that
the need for an auditorium in this community
is greater than the need for a stadium.

This may well be true. Certainly, as Olive
Starcher declared in her column a few weeks
ago, there isn’t any really good place in Medford
now for concerts, plays, and so on, except the
privately-owned theaters,

sation today issued a call
ltl::i ! °'$1§’§.ma paving of the
‘mbin and cross runwayd at
Medford's municipal alrports

From Arthur Perry's }!.l_c'

Smudge Fot' column:

Washinglon,
ent’ reports ‘The world crisls
Has started politiclans thing-
fng.' Anyhow, thalls some
th_iﬂ‘-"

40 YEARS AGO
Feb. 10, 1831 (Tussday)

The oconfessed slayer of an
Ashland ‘city policeman hos
been sentenced to hang In the
state prison next’ Aprll &

Plang were announced to
day to connect North Central
ave, with the Pacific highway,

40 YEARS AGO
Fab. 10, 1821 (Thursday)

A bill to raise the pay of
Jackson county officlals has
pagsed in the state legislature,

A state bonus bill for sol-
diers has passed the Oregon

house.

50 YEARS ﬁc‘lg e

. 10, 18 riday|
r‘awernor Oywald West sald
today he will veto a bill per-
mitting not fishing In (he
Rogue river; the bill, phssed
last week, overrides a peo-
ple's initintive mensure to
close the Rogue to commercial

hing.
mA agpuula‘l examiner of {he
Interstate Commerce commis-
slon startod taking testimony
here today on a petition by
the Medford Traffle bureau
for reduced rall freight rates
between Medford and San
Franglsco,

What's Your 1.0.7

Mine or ten correct is superler:
wovon or elght in excellent] Five st
six o good.

1. In the Bible, is o "Sab-
bath day's journey" a long or
short journey? )

2. During W W II where
was the Pacifie Fleel Head-
quarters?

4, On Centigrade thermom-
eters, what Is the bolling point
of water?

4. Correct the following
sentence, “He cannot go with:
out he gels permission.”

5. 14 the carotid artery In
the arm, neck or thigh?

6, Saccharin' is ‘a coaltar
product; true or false.

7, The Lehgue of Nations
had its headquarters in which
eity In Switzerland?

8. Which State
“Seward’s leebox?"

9. Name the Baltimore Inw-
yer who was Inspired to write
our Nauonal Anther. while
detained aboard a British ship
near Ft, McHenry.

10, Cleopaira was born be-
fore or after Christ?

Answars: 1. A very short
journe Pearl Harbor, 3.
100 degrees, 4. “He cannot go
unless he geis permission.’
5, Neck. 6. True, 7, Geneva.
8, Alasks. 9. Francls Scott

Is cnlled

D.C); correspond-

(One suggestion making the rounds last year
was that the city buy the Craterian theater, and
remake it into a civic building, with a variety of
‘secommodations for a vatiety of attractions. But
nothing ever came of it.).

ITH all this talk of “the need” for this and

that, we still don't know what we need,
g(:i:_cept ingofar as each individual has his own
ldea.

Why wouldn't it be a good idea for the city
and county planning commissions to set up a joint
sub-committee to explore the various ideas, their
feasibility, the degree of support which might be
expected, methods of financing, the experience
with such facilities in other communities of like
size, population projections, and so on, and then
make public their report? . .

A city-county civic center, including ample
parking, a multi-purpose stadium, a ciyic audi-
torium, and perhaps even other facilities, sounds

ike aspect.

A definitive study could erystalize a lot of
thinking, change claims into documented facts,
and provide a bagis for realistic appraisal, vather
than the rather illstempered discussions we have
heard up to this point,

Then, with something definite to go on, the
people could decide.

ow about it?—E. A,

No Money

The stacdium-auditorium diseussion here has
had its counterpart at the University of Oregon
in Eugene, where recently-announced plans for a
stadium have had much the same sort of reper-
cussions they have had heve,

Need, feasibility, cost, relative advantages—
all of these are being de[)ated there, sometimes
heatedly.

The only trouble, of course, is the same old
one, No money.—E, A.

Art and Ultility

The reactions to Sculptor Charles Forvester's
model for a new war memorial-play structure
sound a little bit like some of the reactions to
the proposed Franklin D. Roosevelt memorial
in. Washington, D. C.

The FDR proposal consisted of a number of
irregularly pliuccd slabs, and won from the
Washington Post the dubious title of *‘Instant
Stonehenge.”

Whether or not one likes a particular work
of art is an entively individual affair, But the
idea of incorporating both attractive, imaginative
and abstract design and the utility of play appar-
atus in the same thing has strong appeal,

We commend the parks and recreation com-
mission, the donor organizations, and Sculptor
Farnester for their part in this forward-looking

Key. 10. Before (68 B.CJ

"

praject —B A

ood, but up to now it has had a sort of dream-|

Dennis the Menace

| @1061345 Al SeoAns W TM.E)

"PEACIES ARE 810, GRET T ACERECals ASE

Equity

To States in Taxation

Levels Discussed by Wilson

By LYLE C, WILSON

Washington- [Pl ~-The most
easily remembered and like-
ly the most quickly forgotten
¥l ey line in Presi-
’ dent Ken-
nedy's Inaug-
ural address
was this:

"Fellow
Amerlcans,
ask not what
your couniry
will do for you
~ask what you

Wilion tan do for
your country.”
President Cleveland ex-

pressed the same idea many
vears before President Ken-
nedy was born, Cleveland told
the voters that it was not for
government 1o support the
people bul for people to sup-
port the government, The idea
didn't catch on.

If the idea now prospers
under the Kennedy adminis-
tration there will have lo be
a reversal of a mammoth

conirary 1is ofien Ine case.

conasnsation. Leiters submitted for publication must not excesd 400 words. The le
printed in this column do nof necessarily represent the views of the papers in fact the

... Communications.,.

Letters jo the Edifor must bear the name end address of the writer, although under
certain circumstances the use of a pen nume or initinl for publication is permissibla,
The Mail Tribune reserves the right to eait all leiters with a view lo alul!icnlln.n"nnd

trend, The February letter of
the First National City Bank
of New York illuminated the
situstion somewhat in the fol-
lowing quotation;
Federal Spending

“There is no confirmation
in the federal budget record
of the claim that is so often
made that, while people are
‘affluent,’ the public (or gove
ernmental) sector of the econ-
omy Is being starved for
money,

“The most striking accelers
atlon in federal spending since
Korea (1851-53) has been in
benefits considered as gov-
ernmental services flowing to
the public under the functions
of commerce, housing and
space, agriculture, labor and
welfare; natural resources and
velerans' services and bene-
fits,

“Since fiscal year 1854,
budgel outlays for benefils
have climbed 78 per cent,
twice as fast as the gross na-
tional product. Over these
vears, benefits have expand-
ed from .17 per cent of the
total budget to 28 per cent at
present.’

The New Jersey Taxpayers

Assoclatlon comes up with
gome figures related to the
foregoing but more specitical-

questions aboul federal aid to
state and local governments.
Whe Helps Whom?

*Who," the association in-|Ee

quired; “is aidlng whom?”
“Who's selling these federal

gold! bricks to New Jersey?”
The association reports that

New Jersey taxpayers pul up |}
taxes for | W

$2.47 In [federal
every $1 returned’in federal
aid, a loss of $1.47 on each
dollar’s worth of assistance,
There are 14 others among
those classified by the associa-
tion as “'aid-ing" states, Dela-
ware, for example, pays $2.00
in federal taxes for each S§1
of federal aid recelved; Con-
necticut, $1.82; Indiana, $1.69.
and so on, Virginia ls last
among the ald-ing states, with
a $1,10 tax to $1 aid ratio.
The others are aided states,
Proud Texas, for example,
gets 81 in federal aid for each
94 cents of taxes, The associa-
tion does not challenge the
idea that this is a good deal
for the 34 nided states. It
argues, however, that (he
“ajd-ing" states are being had,
with New Jersey taxpayers
getting the worst deal of all.
If the record of past ex-
perience iz a useful guide,
there will be more of this,
inatead of less, despite Presi-

ly Intended to answer two dents Kennedy and Cleveland,

The Welght-Mile Tax

To the Editor: Your recent
editorial regarding the PUC
weight-mile fees needs an-
swering, if only to clear up
some popular misconceptions
regarding this tax, Il Is gen-
erally assumed that only pub-
lie utilities or ‘“big truck ln-
tests" are aifected by this tax.
However, every businessman
who operates a truck in the
course of his business pays a
weight-mile fee. If you think
these costs are not reflected
In the form of higher prices
n goods and services, you
re being nalve,

The trucking indusiry or
hose who use trucks in the
course of their business are
not “trying o get oul of pay-
Ing a falr share" of highway
costs, Bui can il be consid-
ered a fair share when the
weight-mile fee on heavy
trucks is seven times higher
than a similar charge Iln Cali-
fornia, which;
hns far betler roads than Ore-
gon? It Is no wonder that
Medeo can' bulld and maln-
tailn a private road on the
monay saved on PUC fees,

In the course of my busl-
ness [ could handle many com-
modities which are produced
in the Portland area, but the
prohibitive freight, which is
often higher than the cost of
the commodily Itself, forces
me lo make most of my pur-
chases In Callfornia. Driving
my truck in California is one-
seventh as-expensive as drlv-
Ing it in Oregon. If Oregon's
welght-mile tax were more
reasonable, my purchases, and
those of many other busingss.
men, would be contributing
to its economy rather than to
that of another slate:

The potential monetary loss
mentioned In your editorial
would be gained brek many
times over with the enact-
ment of a ‘reéasonable lax in
place of Lhe present sysiem,
No industry ean exist without
salisfactory transporiation,
and the copstant discourag-
ment, of trucking that thia
state practices is a great detrl-
ment to Iis economic growth,
Our legislators profess 1o
be intercsted In Improving
Oregon's economy and its
business atmosphere but they
should reallze that taxing the
businessman to death, wheth-
er he is large or small, is not
the way lo accomplish their
objectives, In my oplinion the
only thing ill-timed dbout this
proposed reduction in weight-
mile fees is that it wasn'l
passed years ago.

Donald G, Stuurt
RL 4, Box 345-B
Medford

0
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On Shortening Letters

To the Editor: You edited
the very heart out of my let-
ter, I am ashamed of you, L
would rather you hadn't
printed it at all than leave
out any except possibly the
names of Jesus.

I am not ashamed of any
part of it. 1 would rather be
i fool for Christ than just a
plain “erackpot.’” 1 know il
wig too long, bul what ave
rules  when  somothing  so
precious s this is involved?
1 sce this same kind of
editing in TV programs. They
hold the preclous mysteries
of God up for the people to
see, wvelled in words that
makes everything reasonable,
refusing to let the Lord come
close enough to just ordinary
people for them to cling to
and usé, Refusing o believe
and admit that the Lord
works with simple and or-
dinary things and takes ugly,
dirty, confused people and
makes them beautiful and
clean, Sets them on the “right
track' and keeps them there.
| An example sits in my liv-
[ ing room. A boy 1 know loves

incidentally |, . .

wood, fastened them together,

varnished them; added three

seals, three shells and what

was useless became a beautl-

ful ornament.

I Is in this way' that the

Lord works with people.
Etina Ragsdale
1214 West 10th st.
Medford

Tax on Cigarattes?

To the Editor; While T have
no way of knowing whether
you are a tobacco user, my
husband and [ both smoke
cigarettes, as do most of our
triends; As smokers, we feel
absolutely no gqualms about
paying an extra 3¢ per pack-
age, or 30c per carton .. ,IF
we are assured that the addi-
tional money goes strictly for
schools,

We are In the same boat as
the non-smoker when it comes
to the rising state income tax
and personal property taxes|
we can't afford it! And
they will rise unless we tap
another source,

We belieye that the majori-
1y who smoke would not mind
being taxed for a product they
know full well {s not a neces-
sity, even though the non-user
would ‘automatically be ex-
empt,

To go along with this added
revenue, which most states al-
ready utllize, we highly rec-
ommend thal a state sales tax
along the lines of the Callfor-
nia system be worked out.
This would cover all the
resldents, regardless of their
minor vices, plus the million
or more lourists which pass
through our state each year,
We are famillar with' all the
arguments against such a sales
tax, but sincerely believe that
n plan acceptable to the ma-
Jority of Oregon voters could
and should be worked out im-
mediately, Maybe this letter
will encourage more peaple to
express their views on this im-
portant subiect.

T.F.R.
(Name on file)
Ashland, Ore.

Pear Tree Exemption

To the Editor: For several
years our county assessor has
conducted a campaign to recti-
iy what he considers an in-
Justice in the tax laws, the ex-
emplion of fruit trées in the
properly tax field. This injus-
tice s not to the assessor, but
to every property taxpayer
nol owning orchard property;
and certainly the support of
this campaign has been less
than widespread,

In the latest consideration
of this matter by the legis-
lature; the tightly organized
orchard interests have aban.
doned thelr impassioned cries
of “They'll tax your shade
trees!" (which they relied on
geveril years ago) and have
gone lo, "The industry cannot
afford it Obviously the in-
herent evil in a property tax
is the fact that it bears no di-
rect relation (o income pro-
duction, How then ecan the
fruit industry justify an ex-
emption on the grounds of
slim profits when non profit
eorporations, other farm prop-
erties losing money, and cur-
rently unprofitable lumber in-
terests are all subject to prop-
erty tax? As an extreme exam-
ple, which of us has shown
an income profit on his home
recently?

I can certainly appreciate
these people nol wanting to
pay fuch o tax, bul [ have yot
to hear convineing arguments
a8 to how you can consider
fruit trees as other than “prop-
eriv." The property lax ms a
major source of school funds
is, in my opinlon, in great
need of adjustments, but cer-
tainly ‘any exemptions such
as this in the property tax
structure can only increase in-
equities and serve to ralse
taxes for all others not §o prive

[to work with driftwood. Furlucgvd It would seemy appro-

i my Christmas present

he |priste for such a well-organ-

chose (wo pieces af drift|ized and financed group aa the

|

LS

fruit growers to pay their
equitable share of property
taxes and work toward cor-
rections In (his entire lax
field rather than privilege for
a small group.

It will be Interesting to see
if Mr. Newbry turns out to be
a “pear appointee,' since fa-
voring this exemption ls hard-
Iy a clear lssue for general
county benefit,

(Name on file.))

Secrecy and Weapons

To the Edltor: I, {or one, ob-
ject to secrecy on the pari of
publle officials, whether city,
county, state or federal, When
gsecrecy 15 used in business
concerning the public there
are many opportunities for
dishonesty, graft, etc,

I'am not interested in being
a public official, prinecipally
because I am sensitive about
my ignorance concerning the
functions of government, How-
ever, if 1 were, 1 would insist
that the doings of my office be
made public and in situations
such as the granting of an
over-width permit to a firim
such as. that granted to Med-
ford Corporation for the Fish
Halchery grade east of Butte
Falls,

The propogals by each party
should have been publicized
in advance in order that the
county's residents could have
the opportunity to protest if
they so deslred, or at least
would know whether either
party lo the agreement was
vomplying with the conditions
thereof.

I am wondering whether
the big city of Jacksonville
can get away with an ordi.
pance which is definitely in
viglation of the constitution of
Oregon and the United States
of America, I'd suggest the
city council of Jacksonville
check on the wording of Ar-
ticle 1, section 27, of the Ore-
gon Constitution and sections
166.210 through 166.330 of Or-
egon Revised Statutes. I am
under the Impression, subject
to correction, that any citizen
may carry either a rifle or pis-
tol or hunting knife or other
weapon which is NOT con-
cenled. May we hear from the
district attorney on this mat.
ter?

Floyd R. McCabe,
M, Pitt Star rt.,
Butte Falls, Ore,

Sitting in Truck

To the Editor: Why do peo-
ple “goof-off’ so much? I am
referring to the men who are
supposed to maintain the
streets of Medford.

The other doy 1 passed a
elly truck (which was parked
along the roadway), Two city
employees were sitting in it. 1
Imagine they were chewing
the fat or killing time until
their time to go home was
soon to come,

Is this what the citizens of
Medford are paying taxes for?

(Name on file)
Medford.

“Free’” Enterprise

To the Editor: Occasionally
we see an article or a letler
to the editor where the words
“Free Enlerprise” are used in
relationship to the business
world and “Private Greed"
in speaking of the workers,
The people wha write about
“Free Enterprise’” throw the
term around as if they knew
what it meant and that it was
what they desired. 1 am cer-
tain that this would be the
last thing in the world that
business would want.

Recently steel firms were
charged with conspiring to
eliminate competition in the
sule and fabrication of con-
crete reinforeing bars (rebars)
in Arizons, California, Ore-
gon, Idaho, Utah, Washington
and Nevada. Fifteen plead
Rullty.

In fiscal 1959, 86.7 per cent
of the defense contracts were

awarded withoul competilive

L

REPUBLICAN PROBPECTS
New York Clty — Though
femporarily snow - strangled,
New York City is still a good
place to in-
vestigate Re-
publican pros-
pects at the
beginning of
the era of
John F, Ken-
nedy, Here-
abouts, al any
rale, the out-
look for the
R e pu bllcan

Alsop
party seems far f{rom des-
perate.

The point i that the Demo-+
cratie parly in this most popus
lous and most crucial state in
the Union is not just a basket

of eels. It s a panler of
vipers. And Goy. Nelson A,
Rockefeller, the vigorous Re-
publican' chieftain of New
York, iz plainly preparing io
profit to the utmost from the
disarray of his opponents;
Two particularly grisly
features stand oul in the
Democratic situation. First,
the Democrals have so far
failed to develop even the
shadow of a moderalely sale-
able candidate to run for the
Governorship against Rocke-
feller. And second, they are
in a mess In their main strong-
hold; here in New York City,
which only a trained herpe-
tologist could describe really
adequately.

THE Tammany boss, Car-
mine DeSapio, in under at-
tack on all fronts, bul de-
fending himself furiously, The
Mayor, Robert F. Wagner Jr.,
has just joined the altack on
DeSapio after prolonged hesi-
tatlon. Wagner's move has al-
most certainly prevented the
Democratlic reformers and the
Liberal parly leaders, Alec
Rose and David Dubinsky,
from joining a movement to
elect a new Mayor on a
Fusion ticket. 1t is hard to

bidding, Negotialed contracls
lead to such waslte as the gove-
ernmenlt paying $21.10 ecach
for a lamp socket that could
be purchased at a store for as
little as 25 cenis.

General Electric, Westing-
house, Allis. Chalmers, FT-E
and others, including 47 ex-
ecutives  were Indicted for
criminally conspiring to “rig
hids and fix prices” in viola-
tion of the Sherman Anti-
Trust Act. The alleged con-
spiracy involved bllllons of
dollars and covered every
kind of eclectrical equipment
sold to the federal, state and
local agencies, ‘ss well as to
private industry. In December
the electrical firms pleaded
guilty or refused to defend
themselves,

In the matter of (ringe
benefits, what about subsidies
to railroads, shipping lines,
and a form of a subsidy to
Safurday Evening Post, Read-
ers Digest, and many others,
in a postal subsidy? What
About tax write-offs? The
Congressionsl Record, Febiru-
ary, 1960, page A1580, has a
heading titled "Private Power
Companles Cashing in on
Their Share of $15 Billion
Federal Subsidies From Rapid
Amortization.” 1 note the
name of California Oregon
Power Company at $B8,791,-
000; Portland General Elee-
tric §2,783.000; Pacific Power
& Light Company §11,273,000
and Idaho Power Coempany
54,388,000.

Workers receive no subsidy
in form of tax write-offs, a
side of beef, mllk, cabbage,
or anything else. They do not
cven get credit for their body
depreciating with age and
with excess work.

W. L. Harris
Reedsport, Ore.

Matter Of FﬂCf By Joseph Alsop

imagine a stralght Republican
victory in lthe Mayorally race.

¥Yet if Wagner is success-
fully re-elected in the end, the
New York City wvipers will
still be rising, hissing, and
striking al one another all
over the place. Thus both
Governor Rockefeller and his
ally, Sen. Jacob Javits, can
reasonably count on winning
new terms with generous
state-wlde majorities, sweet-
ened by Impressively good
showings in New York City.

This is just the kind of
resull thal Governor Rotcke-
feller needs, of course, In or-
der to achieve a more com-
manding position at the Re-
publican convention in 1964.
But this Rockieller-Repuhbli-
can story by no means ends
al the borders of New York
slate,

L] L] -

N NEW JERSEY, particu-

larly, Sen, Clifford Case
and mosl of the other Repub-
lican members of the state's
Congressional delegation have
gol together to back former
Secretary of Labor James
Mitchell for the Governor-
ship. And here agnin there is
no obviously saleabla Demo-
cratic candidate, since Rep.
Frank Thompson Jr. has de-
cided not to seek the place
now held by the fading Demo-
cratic Goy, Rabert Meyner,

If the Uberal-minded Mit-
chell is nominated and elect-
ed, it will be another gain for
the Rockefeller brand of Re-
publicanism, Mitchell is not
only close lo Rockefeller in
viewpoinl, He ls also on bad
terms, since the last Presi-
dentjal electlon, with former
Vice President Richard M,
Nixon; and he Is one of the pet
targets of the Barry Gold-
water Republicans. The ques-
tion really is whether Mitchell
can win nomination againsi
the Bergen County leader,
State Sen. Walter Jones, who
has powerful support from the
local New Jersey organiza-
tions.

In Connecticut, again, the
removal from L(he scene of
former Gov. Abraham Ribi-
coff gives the Republicans a
greatly Improved chance to
recapture the State Capitol. In
Masgsachusetts, they already
hold the Capitol, since John
A. Volpe won the Governor-
ship despite the Kennedy tide.
And they have a chance to
pick up the Massachuseits
Democratic Senate seal now
held on an interim basis by
President Kennedy's old
friend, Benjamin A. Smith Jr.

N THE voleheavy Indus-

trisl Northeast, in short, the
Republican prospects for the
immediate fiture are wvery
good indeed, providing the
other state partles can only
imitate the New York state
Republicans' defiance of the
iron law' of Republicanism.
This Is the law that the Re-
publican candidates most like-
ly to be appelizing to the
voters are also the candidates
most likely to repel and alarm
the party organizations and
the party fat cats.

If Rockefeller wins as easily |
a5 now seems likely, and the |
Iron law is successfully over-
come in two or three of the
other siates In this corner of
the U.S., the national Repub-
lican outlook will be unavoid-
ably and quite sharply af-
fected. This Is the reason, of |
course, why former Vice
President Nixon is already |
moving away from his earlier |
plan fo remain far above the
batile for a while. Nixon's

alternative is to run for the
Governorship of California it |
1062 against the hapless Pat |
Brown, |

Nixon will need a local vie- |
tory, in order 1o balance the
effect of victories by Rocke-
feller and other men of his
stripe in this part of the coun-
try. And it Nixon adds a Re-

publican success in California

L}

Washingfon Report

By William 5, White

DEMOCRATIC SPLITS

Whashington -~ The political
situation in the country’s two
most politically powerful
states, Now
% York and Cal-
W lfornia, is
4 deeply worry.
ing the Demo-
crots, just re.
§ turned to nao-
# tional power
N though they
are,

The source

White of anxlety les
in the presence in both states,
in large and righteous num-
bers, of the good, good, good
Demoerat, This s a fellow
so0 terribly “liberal" and ine
fallibly right on every ques-
tion' that it hurts-hurts 5|l
others, that Is.

President Kennedy himsoci?
Is trying to stay out of what
in each stale is a prolonged
hissing mateh sel off by the
good, good, good Democrils
against nearly all other Dem-
ocrats who happen to be in
elected office or In positions
of party leadership,

It seems clear, however,
that he must shortly dip inlo
these rancorous pools with
brisk exercise of his own -
thority. If he doesn't, the loss
of one or both states to lha
Republicans in 1962-and may-
be even in 1864, when he
secks a second term-is most
plainly probable,

OR in both the Democrats

are showing a blckering
ineffectuality. The public gets
the impression they are hur-
Iy competent o carry on any
enlerprise beyond clawing at
each other and shouting shrii|
and weird epithets,

Frustratlon Is the word for
the national Democratic polis
ticlans as they gaze sadly at
whal ought to be two great
state strong points-and ara

instead both wide open 1o
Republlean eapture,
California, where Dempo.

crats vastly outnumber Re.
publleans, nevertheless went
last November to G,O.P, Pros.
idential candidate Richard M.
Nixon. True, New York was
carried by Mr. Kennedy: hut
the ifuture 15 derk for the
Democrats there, too.

Republican Gowv. Nelson
Rockefeller seems practlcally
certain, of re-election next
year, The Democratic mayor
of New York City, Robert
Wagner, goes for re-election
this fall as the alleged head
of an alleged Democralic
party which is really in bro-
ken fragments,

In California, Gov. Edmund
(Put) Brown, also up for re-
election next year, is in the
game fix. There, aceording to
sound private estimales
among Democrats themselves,
Brown 'can hardly hope lo
survive if Nixon challenges
him.

» - .

HY all this, in both New

York and California? An-
swer; These two presumahly
sophisticated states have de-
veloped a back-biting cam-
paign by the good, good, gond
Democerats  which must  be
heard to be believed.

In New York, "reformers”
headed by former Sen. Hers
bert Lehman and Mrs. Frank-
lin D. Roosevelt endlessly de-
nounce the ablest professional
their parly has, Tammany
Leader Carmine DeSapio. In
their eyes, DeSapio's crimes
are manifold. The oulsider
has some trouble to delerming
what they are—except for the
capital crime of disagreeing
with the “reformers."

If In New York there are
now several Democralic par-
ties, In California there are
several more. Goyernor
Brown, if not the ablest man
ever to breathe the Califor-
nia airs, did reclaim the staln
for the Democrats in 1958,
But other Democrals gave him
far more trouble than did the
Republicans,
THEY are still giving il to

him. To hear whatl s real-
Iy’ wrong with Brown, youn
necd only meet one of Lhe
good, good, good Callfornia
Democrats. These fellows. is
in New York, are in 1he
happy position of having no
responsibility, So, their situa-
tion permits them to operiie
what they would call a hit-

and-run  polities-if, that s,
It were being practiced by
conservatives.,

All' men having some hue
man feeling should have 2
bit of sympathy for the poor
chaps who have had the mis-
fortune to have spme real
power and responsibility in
both states,

President Kennedy himsell-
though nol vel taking gides i
bound to feel some sympathy
himself For there was a time
when the good, good, good
Liberals, especially jn New
York. did not well love John
F. Kennedy himgelf
(Copyright, 1861, By United

Feature Syndicate. Inc.)

lo a siring of Republican suc-
cesses on the Atlantic coast,
the Democratic problem in
1964 can become fairly for-
midable. In these quite likely
circumstances, in fact, the
Democrats can only hope for
salvation by one man, Presi-
dent Kennedy

(c) 1961 New York Herald

Tribune Ine.



