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Unfortunately, There is a
World of Parasites

The little girl was terribly
proud because she had learn-
ed from her do-.lnr that she

“had worms.! Strangely too,
some of her little friends were
actually jealous; they couldn’t
gee why she should have all
the luck, as well as all the
attention that goes with such
a strange distinction. They
wished they “had worms" too.

A small boy, whose puppy
was “‘0 lucky lu e a host to
worms,”! was envious of his
dog. To him, the animal's yisil
to the vet and the treatment
the animal recelved to rid it-
self of Internal parasties, was
a holiday of wonderment. The
voungster bragged to all his
friends, oblivious of the fact
his elders looked upon the en-
tire episode with distaste.

There are people who
vehemently claim no human
peing could harbor a lving
worm or a colony of them
within their bodies. These
same folks reluctantly admit
there are parasites infecting
the lower animals, bul never
a human being. However, the
disgusting truth is thal every
llving creature on this earth
some time In Iis life plays
host to at least one form of
parasite. Some may harbor
many, and some are detri-
mental to health or to life it-
self. Man is no exception. He
too, must be ever alert to the
ravages of parasitic creatures
or to living‘plants.

Difficult to Eradicale

Tapeworm, ringworm, pin-
worms, and many others, con-
stantly threaten to enfer and,
once established, are difficult
to eradicate. Before the pres-
ent day of understanding and
chemical application “having
worms" was the expecled ex-
perience of nearly every liv-
ing being; animal, children,
as well as adults,

It is a large and mostly re-
pulsive world, that of the ex-
ternal and Internal parasites.
Their numbers and kinds are
many; their habits disgusting,
and their life histories only
partially worked out or under- |
stood. Few of them have been
more than partly investigated;
neither is their astual purpose
too well established.

A parasite, elther animal or
vegetbale, is one who eats at
the expense of another. Para-
sites are the creafures that so
often make the holes in a
cow's hide. Along the back
of some cattle are the white
“orubs," "worms' whose exit
from the animal's back or
body at a later stage of their
development, cause an other-
wise valuable hide lo be part-
ly ruined.

Along the backs and bodies
of living fish, especially dur-
ing warm weather or in fish
that live in warm water, are
often many of these so-called
“grubs,'" Usually these para-
sites are almost transparent,
some even with durk colored,
enlarged heads, Of course,
cooking of the fish for human
consumption destroys the par-
asltes.

Parasite-Helpors |

Parasites of various kinds
have been introduced intol
regions for the express pur-
pose of altacking pests already
there. In the world of the in-
sects, parasite-helpers assist
man in the control of many
insect enemles by laying para-
sitic eggs in the bodies of
the pest, that on halching,
destroy the host

In the scheme
parasites consitanily are at
work infesting other ecrea-
tures, and in their own pe-
cullar way, helping control
various harmful species of in-
seets, There are many para-

of Nature

EARLY RETURNS URGED

Washington — U — Internal
Revenue Commissioner Mor-
timer M, Caplin urged taxpay-
ers Tuesday to'file their’ in-
tome tax return early so the
government can send out re-
fund checks as an etonomic
stimulus,
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