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THE SHAPE OF THINGS

Art Boom Started

With Hungry

By RICHARD HIRSCH

y Diractor

_Allentown Art Museum

Leonardo da Vinvi, Floren-
{ine, did not dle poor. Praxi-
teles, sculptor, did not die
poor in ancient Athens. Wat-
teau made n living. Delacroix
wias comforiable. Corot was
well off, Rubens was rich,

Van Gogh died in poverty.

S0 dld Gauguin,

Why?

Art historians have end-
lessly pointed out that Van
Gogh and Gauguin died poor
because they were ahead of
the taste of their times. They
died poor because they were
different and, because they
wera different (and gifted),
their works are now univer-

sally revered, desived and
fought for at auctions, '
Over and over and over

this has been repeated.

The result: a Van Gogh sold,
in London, for $350,000 not
long ago, Il was, rather, a
poor pleture. A Gauguin did

much belter than that last
year,
T he beautiful, beautiful

boom is on.
‘Starving Arlist® Myth

It all started with "ihe
starving artist" myth. Actual-
Iy, it has only been in the last
125 years that .arlists with
{ine talents and much to say
have had any diificulty, dur-
ing thelr lifetime, in making
a comfortable or handsome
living. But the cold garrel and
the struggling arlist make
good copy for historians and
critics, Further, the swarving
artist myth was most satis-
fnclory for a few recenl gen:
erplions of artists, It gave
{hem the feeling that, since
they were poor, inevitably
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they must be possessors of su-
perior Lalent,

For the art market it has
proved helpful that the gifted
artists of the last century
died—though rarely of starva-
lion. The melancholy event
clearly put a limit on the
production of. their brushes,
Thus, they currently fetch
five and six figures on Madi-
son Avenue and on sireets
running into it above 57th,
in the borough of Manhattan,

It was preity predictable,
probably.

Less predictable was the
unconsidered enthusiasm and
the ignorance which has occa-
sioned the boom. Nothing of
the sort has happened, in this
country, since the Florida
real estate bubble of the 20's.
Florida real estate in the 20's
had positive value and posi-
tive growth potential, Never-
theless  speculators  brought
ruin In the wake of their
frenzy.

Something of the sorl also
occurred in Holland, In &n
otherwise reasonable seven-
teenth  century, when the
thought of a hlack tulip made
sensible burghers buy and buy
and outbid each other In the
hope thal someone had de-
veloped a glorifled onlon Into
a bulb that would bloom as &
jet-black five petalled flower
withoul fragrance.

In the wvisual arts, right
now, the same aberration Is
being. exploited,

Deostined to Appreciale

Sinee a minor Van Gogh
brings a third of a million and
the artist never sold a hun-
dred dollars worth of painting
in his entire lifetime, our arl
market has suggested, con-

JFK Reveals Program
To Aid Refugees

Washington ~UFl- Presidenl
Kennedy has set up a million-
dollar - a-month program to
help 66,000 Cubans who fled
oppression under the Fidel
Castro regime only to find
hardship in the Uniled Stales.

Kennedy Friday night un-
velled a $§4 milllon four-month
program to provide jobs, hous-
ing, jobs, health care and
schooling for the refuges Cu-
bans,

Myth

vincingly, that all art is de.
stined to appreclate in money
value,

As a resull, wa have an
unbelievable boom concerning
work by living artists,
spurred to an alarming extent
by this supposition that all of
our people who are currently
armed with brushes and paint
will  provide goldmines for
their patrons In future years,
This could be a dangerous as-
sumption,

Reminiscent of the {ullp
craze In Holland, serious busi-
nessmen, right now, are ham-
mering at the doors of gal-
leries to get in *on a good
thing." Quite recently, as a
very typical example, a well
known New York gallery an-
nounced an exhibition of 13
paintings by Franz Kline. By
4 p.m,, when the show opened,
only one picture remained fo
be sold. The first sale had
been made at 8:30 In the
morning. The prices, reported-
ly, were between $8,500 and
§14,000.

One could ecile 50 such
examples within recent
manths.

The critics have helped in
this inflation of the living
artist, So have the arl maga-
zines, A shocking case In
point is the inelusion in a re-
cent Issue of a supposedly
serious art quarterly of a new
feature. It is titled: "Market
Letter," It is designed to look
like the business trend out-
lines In some of our national
business weeklies, even to
[acsimile typewrilten copy.

It starts off "Capiial gains
continue (o be enjoyed by
holders of Jackson Pallock.”
It introduces Andrew Wyeth
with; "Living Amerlcan
painter sels new record. (It
was $35,000 for a slim visual
message.) This amazing “arl”
fenture goes on: "Look for up-
swing in prices of Max Ernst.”
It mlso presents the “find-of-

TYPICAL OF ART — Typical of the art that has altiracled
many speculalors is this canvas, entitled “Ritual" by Elaine

Hamillon, contemporary American painter, When such works
are bought for the pleasure of living with them no one can
complain. When they are bought because of the boom, there
is cause for fear.

the-year.," (a lady who does
things In leather and canvas).

“Marketwise," the Old Mas-
ters will continue te increase
in value because the buying
publie has enormously broad-
ened while the number of
canvases by departed artlsis
remains, obviously, constant.

rise of tested masters; which living art ghould he-
For the living artist thellong, the dollar sign might

same logie need not neces-| prove a poor gulde.

sarily apply. (Copyright 1861,

There i logie in this market In the realm of the spirit, to General Features Corp.)
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on a Cloud”
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BOX SPRINGS

510 Coils—by U.S, Steel
Celacloud Filling

Odor-Free

Non-allergenic

Mildew Resistant

More Resilient Than Cotton

The Family Council

Editor's Note: The Vamily Cobun
trist, thrge clergymen. three editors
In'a summary of an setnnl dase hist
lems that have been deall with
{Copyright 1961—General Features

il consisis of a Judge
and a wonmen's editor, Each article
ary. The Cauncll reports an prabe
ponsibile agencles and counselnes
or g

A payihla

wife

Bradford 8, - My
doesn't want to work in my
business,

Hallie S.-I've plways want-
ed 10 try catering

Bradford S.-Hallie is still
Young woman now that|
our younger child fs a high|
school junior, she wanls to ;n--|
cept ‘an outside job and get)
started on a real carcer for|

and,

herself. It

I have a small paint and|
Iacquer store and if Hallis'd|
help me there, 1 could branch |
out, She could learn the stock
and how to sell and order.|
Then 1 might leave her in
charge, while I go oul an ae-
lual decorating and refinish-|
ing jobs.

But she says no, She'd rath-
er start at the botlom In gome-
thing completely diffevent, If
she worked with me, though,
she'd make things easicr for
me, wdd (o our Income, and
get to know an intercsting
business, all at the same tme,

I'don't want to torce her to
do this, but 1 can't understand
her refusal,

- . L]

Hallie 5. - Brad and I have|
been happily marpied for 18]
years and 1'd like to keep It
that way, And I think we
should continue as husband
and wife, friends and swoel-
hearls fo each other, rather
than boss and helper, or even
business pariners.

In the first place, U've al-
witys had a yen Lo be & pro-
fessional culerer, and now 1
have a chance to serve ns an
apprentice with a  concern
which specializes In children's
pirtics. I'm cager to learn the |
lttle touches and (ricks that
make all the difference be-
tween o ploin menl and a fes.
tive celebration,

Honestly, 1 don't feel any
real "eall" to become a paint
salesman! Of course I | really
had to, I could nnd would, But

FIRST CLASSES

8L, Louis — Kindergariens
became a part of the public|
school system for the first|
time in the U. 8. In S\, Louls|
in 1872,

RAIL MILEAGE

Buenos Alres = Argenlinn
is sald to have more miles
of rallways than any olher

| must obitain,

Brad can break in o a mian to
41| And that way

a chanes: o

isslst |
we . ol

Rrow,

The Council:
to have her (ling
i,

Halllg ougit
She's bided

hey mednwhile O1ling
Her commitments and enjoy-
g her tole as wife and moth
or, Now she's engor Lo turn
ner anterest in gracious entot
Hnimg Iinto & romunerative
voeation, and Bradiord should
cheer her on, rather than
make her feel guilly and re

miss- as a helpmate,

For a husband and wife o
work happlly tugeth
suiie business
or lwo preé-¢

M the
enterptise, one
g conditions
ither the wife

#lness or pro

Itis no special by
{essionnl preference and can
Bive her full enthusiasm' to Ui
Joby ut hond, or it Just happens

they re bothin the same line
from “way back when, Thu
Miss RN belps out ns My
MB and Alfred Lunt . joins

Lynn Fontonne for a smooths
ns-sllk theatrical partnecahip,
Or Miss Post-Deby minrricsg
furniture dealer, and then be.
ging to hone pp on Hepple
white and Chippendale, to be
helpful,

Even thei, being togethoer
24 hours a day can lake the
sheen olf a romantie velation-
ship. There can be fow sur-
prises, no ilusitig. Yel, Hhes
are often tha stuff from which
Lhe freshness and adveniure of
marriagoe can be repewed, For
1
{

hig and olher =
miversitles and corporations
which employ
wives, ingist that they work in
mrelnted depariments

It's better for Brad (o join
Hallie ot the end of o day in
which each hns found Some
real fulfillmient ahe Is burst-
ing 1o sghare it, than to have

TAX WORK
MADE EASY

Rent or Lease
® Adding Machine
* Typewriter
® Calculator

VOIGHT'S

Bth & Grape SP 2-4100

LRRHETRT | C

eountry In Soulh Amerlen,

husbands dand |

3

ide day and night, look awfully good to her, &f-
ns of what-might-|ler a few years of radish roses,
wve been constantly in her | melon balls, and drunks who
head. And who knows? The|dip shrimp Into the cherry
paint and lacquer game may

PLAN AHEAD

PRE-SEASON

AWNING

her at his

witl

IMOUSEE

Discount

ON CUSTOM
MADE AWNINGS

Qur present wide seolec-
tian of solids and stripes
gives ue this epportunity
te offer you this saving,
A amall 109% depesit
will hold your order unhil
installed at your conven-
ience. This offer good
until March 15.

“"SEASONAL REDUCTION ON
ALUMINUM AWNINGS

Call 5P 2-4472 for Free Eslimates
Withou! Obligation

Burk's @

For All Your Canvas Needs
314 EAST MAIN SP 274472

Easy Parking

Groen Stamps

BESS B"Yof the month |
EOly7
DINETTE SETS

S-PIECE SET

4 CHAIRS

Large Table—
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PRESENT
STOCK
OF

only 990

Light Weight, Easier To Handle
Moisture Resistant
Dust- and Lint-Free

12-Year Guarantee!

laminart
walnut,

tops in
Heavy

Decorative brass

1-PC. BRONZETONE SET

Heat, chip and stain re-
sislant
blond or
padded chairs, choice of
colors.
compliments. These will go
fast, so hurryl

37950

Shown at Right

EASY TERMS!

No Carrying Charges

or Interest

At Weeks & Orr you pay only for the merchandise. There
is no extra charge added to your payments. Shop at
Southern Oregon’s longest established Furniture Stere
where you find fine quality at lowest pricesl

34 488

Each

Mattress or Box Spring

Q

OPEN
MONDAY
NIGHT

114 West

Same Set as Above

Except With
Round Table

These Values Are for a Limited Time Only — so Shop Now and Save at

WEEKS & ORR

Main Street

Phone SP 2-9351




