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Health Insurance Coverage
Records Phenomenal Increase

By HENRY J. BECHTOLD
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The odds are about one to
twenly that you or your fam-
fly will be faced with health
expense hills of $1,000 or
more in the new year.

Realizing this and that
medical expenses are peren-
nially rising, more and more
American firms are moving to
eliminale even thalt one-in-
twenty gamble for their em-
ployees by helping them to
protect themselves agaijnst
the crushing blow of a major
medical bill.

Firms Aid Employses

Harold Perry, vice presi-
denf-personnel of C.1.T. Fi-
nancial Corp.. estimates that
80 per cent of this major med-
ical insurance is sold under
group policies managed by
companies and organizations,
and In many cases with o sub-
stantial part of the cosl borne
by the employer.

Perpy =idid pergonnel execu-
tives dre aware (hat this In-
creasingly  popular fringe
benefit can mean the differ-
enee belween solvency and
bankrupley for an employes
when unusually heavy medi-
cal bills must be paild.

Major medieal Insurance
can provide up (o 510,000 and
even higher in some policles
for nenrly any illness to em-
ployecs or members of their
families, usually starting
slightly ‘above the lovel at
which a regular health policy
slops
Popularity Increases

The popularity of major
mediecal  coverage has In-
ecreased  shavply in recent

years, registering an annual
rise of more than four million

increases, a strong upward
medical insurance In
19605, according to Perry.
The amount of benefits pald
under major medicil exporise
policies hns been increasing

Teacher Training

Progress Report
Heard by Board

Salem-IPl-The. Sinte Board
of Education was told Wednes-
day that if the Food Founda-
tion approves a drall of Ore-
gon's proposed five-yeur (rain-
ing program next spring or
summer, the project can be-
gln as scheduled next {all

Mrs. Joy Hills Gubser, as-
sistant superintendent of the
Oregon Educalion Depart-
ment, gave a progress report
and said the State's drafl will
probably go to the Foundalion
by the end of March. The
Foundation would pay for the
biggesl share of the program,
aimed mainly for grade school
teachers.

A similar training program
has boen established for high
school teachers,

A gelect number of counties
will partieipate and the board
is now recelving applications
from local school districts.
These districts will also pay
for part of the program,

For Eight Years

The initial project is for
eight years, with Oregon col-
leges taking part since the
last year of training would
be on that level,

Purpose s to Iniprove qua’-
ity of teachers:

The Board spproved three
school distriet reorganization
plans in Lane, Yamhill and
Umatilla countles, They are:

Lane — Merger of cominon
sehool districts 28J-Fern Ridee
and B6-Crow-Applegate;, into
administrative District 28-1.

the

11859 major medical benefits

jor medical | trend Is projected for major|increased from $238 million to

| 8336 million, a rise of 41 per
jeent,
j The maximum benefit
amount may apply on a per
illness or injury basls or to
the total amount of expenses
for several illnesses. And
since major medical benefits
apply on an indlvidual basis,
the members of one [amily
may have several limes the
stated maximum benefit limit
of the policy if several family
members become 111,
Different Plans

Under the group Insurance
approach, major medical ex-
pense protection is offered on
either a supplementary or
comprehensive basis. On a
supplementary basis, eatastro-
phic prolection is provided as
a complement to basle hospi-
tal, surgical and regular medi-
cal expense protection’ al-
ready in existence. There fre-
quently is an uninsured mar-
gin of medical expense, say
5100, between the basic and
supplementary plans.

Comprehensive plans  are
designed to provide both basie
and catastrophie protection to
the Insured group. These plans
are commonly offered with an
initinl low "deductihle"
amount, such as $25 or $50.

The supplementary policies
are the most popular, com-
prising more than two-lhirds

Insurance.

The insurance company pays
76:80 per cent of all covered
hospital and medical expenses
above the deductible amount
under hoth plans

The lava pool resulling
from recent eruptions of Kil-
auea voleano in Hawall may
take a cenlury lo cool,

an administrative distriet.
Umatilla — Consolidatlon of
districts In Tum-a-Lum, Forn-
dale, Pleasant View, Milton-
Freewaler, Fruitvale, Easl-
side, Unjon High school and
Milton-Freewaler Union High

number of persons coming|

of all major medleal group|{

Sears Observes
15th Anniversary

The Sears, Roebuck and
Company store in Medford
joined with 739 other Sears
stores last night In holding
open house to start the com-
pany's year-long 75th anhi-
versary celebration,

A feature of the diamond
jubilee was the serving of a
birthday cake baked from a
recipe daling back to 18886,
the year the company began.

Open house proceedings got
under way at 6:30 pm, with
the cutting of the cake. The|
exterfor and interlor of the
store had been decorated with
jubilee flags and pennants,

“The celebration which was
held in our store last night
is just a preview of a number
of exciting events we are
plunning during the year-long
observance of Sears 75th an-
niversary,”” R. Jacobson, man-
ager, sald, The local store
opened in the Medford Shop-
ping center Aug. 20, 19568,
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Butter-Nut flavor can't be matched at any price,
We're so we make you this offer! Buy a can
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the "key-strip” ... mail with your name and address to
ButterNut, P. O, Box 913, Omaha, Nebraska,.,
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