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She could make much more
money than could a prodigy
who could see. Her return to
her blindness reminds me of
what Sir Arthur Hurst and
other able Army physicians
told me when I was in Lon-

don; that it is easy enough,
with a little hocus pocus, to
clear up a mentally sick
soldier's hysterical blindness
or paralysis or inability to
talk; what is difficult often
is to convince the man that
It would pay him to stay well.
Sometimes he prefers to go
back to his illness because,
with it, he can control his wife
or his mother, or he can get
some advantage.
Could Be Recognized

Today, a good neurologist
or psychiatrist should be able
quickly to recognize hysteria,
and he should know that while
it may be easy to get the per-
son to use again his paralyzed
arm, it may be very hard to
make a useful, healthy citizen
of him. He can rarely be
"cured" while a damage suit
is pending.
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if they could only get Junior
hypnotized once they could
cure his facial "tics" or grim-
aces, or his misbehavior at
school, or his stuttering, or
wetting the bed, or his fond-
ness for stealing cars. The
more I read of the history of
hypnosis and the more I talk
with able psychiatrists who,
occasionally, use hypnosis in
their practice, the less inclined
I am to believe that it will
regularly work such miracles.

Hundreds of sad people
write to say that some loved
one was recently operated on
for an abdominal cancer, but
nothing curative could be done

kept using as subjects two
hysterical girls who always
put on a wonderful show, part-
ly because they were mentally
unbalanced, and partly be-

cause they liked to please El-

liotson. Later, when other
doctors studied these sisters,
and found how little they
could be trusted, Elliotson's
reputation suffered badly.
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causing pain. In 1846, he pub-
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jil iland and tried to repeat his
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