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ARTIFICIAL LARYNX
A while ago I mentioned in

this column a new type of
electronic artificial larynx
which has been developed by
the Bell Telephone Labora-
tories. I should have said that

the vibrating
sound is pro-
duced by a

"transducer,"
which is acti-
vated by mer-

cury cells.
The person

who has lost
his larynx or
voice box --

usuallyAlvarez be
cause of an operation for can

the end of the in-

strument against the place
where his voice box was. On
turning the switch a sound is
heard which the person turns
into speech by mouthing or
breathing out the words he
wants to say. This appartus
can bring back a world of life
and usefulness to those thou-
sands of people who have lost
their voice-box- , and have been
unable to learn to talk by
swallowing air and gulping it
up again. Another apparatus
which works well is the one
that is used at the Mayo
Clinic.
The. Child With a Cleft Lip

The National Society for
Crippled Children and Adults
(Chicago) recently published
an excellent booklet by Dr.
Eugene McDonald on the
problems faced by parents
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League of Senior Citizens,
told a television audience here
recently that the league is op-

posed to Governor Hatfield's
medical care for the aged
plan.

Under the plan, senior cit-

izens would pay part of the
premium cost for Insurance.
"Then," Burk said, "because
of the $100 deductible clause
in the plan, they would be re
quired to pay the first $100 of
the physicians' services. . . .

They would be allowed only
$10 per day toward the board
and room costs of the hos-

pital ..."
Senior citizens would not

be able to afford these costs,
he concluded, and called for a
"real program" for Oregon's
elderly.

The league, which will hold
its annual convention In Port-
land this year, has held sev-

eral meetings in Medford in
the past.

The great problem of the par-
ents is to try to get over their
feelings of shame and embar-
rassment, or of annoyance
when people express sym-
pathy for them. If the defect
does not go back deeply into
the palate, the child will grow
up like anyone else. Today, if
the parents are poor, they can
find a surgeon who will operr
ate on their child for nothing.

Many women in their for-
ties begin to worry about
menopause. In most cases, the
menopause is nothing to wor-
ry about, but there are cer-
tain things you should know,
according to Dr. Alvarez. If
you would like to obtain his
booklet: "Menopause and
Hysterectomy" send 25 cents
and a large, stamped,

envelope with your
request to Dr. Walter C. Al-

varez, Dept. MMT. The Reg-
ister and Tribune Syndicate,
Box 957, Des Moines 4, Iowa.
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when a child is born to them
with a cleft lip and perhaps
a cleft palate. The first thing
they must do is to stop trying
to figure out what little mis-
take they made that "caused
God to punish them." I always
say to such people, ""Surely,
you do not believe in a God
so mean and vindictive and
unfair that, in order to pun-
ish you for (as you suppose)
some little transgression such
as having much wanted a girl
and not a boy, he would so

horribly deform this innocent
little baby, and perhaps doom
him to speak in a peculiar
nasal way for the rest of his
days?"

"No; God did not do this to
punish you. All that happened
was that around the end of
the third month of pregnancy,
the two halves of the face,
which normally should have
grown together and fused, did
not quite make it. That is all."
This happens to about one
child in every 750. In one
study it was found that in 41

per cent of the cases In. which
there was a cleft lip and a
cleft palate there were fore-
bears who had had a similar
difficulty. Fortuna tely, in
most cases, a man or woman
with a cleft lip has normal
children.

When a baby is born with
a cleft lip, the parents are so
shocked and so ashamed that
they would like to have the
defect repaired at once, but
it is better first to let the child
grow a bit and get strong.
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