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Solution to Stalemate in Somerville

Is Currently Un

e

(Editor's note: In recent months ¥
A ‘mew “erlsls polnt™ In southern
race relntions has arisen st Som-
erville, Tenn,, & small town near
Memphis,

e lssue Is the exerclie by
Negroes of the right tu register
and vote—in a rural srea whesy
a Negro In a vollpg booth has
be a rarity for generatlons,
Negroes say that boecanse they
sought to exercise thelr voling
rights, they are being evioted
from tenant farms and subjected
to eeonomic boyeott and  preds

sure, Whites say the changing
economle pattern of the com-
munity and the area s reapan-
sible,

The federal governmenl has
stapped In, and a_  court har
against  evictlons hecause  of

voting is in elfoct, But the stale-
mate continues, A veterun UPL
writer, who Hhax coversd south-
ern racial developmenis and pons
flicts  for ‘many Years, reporis
from. the scene In the following
dispatch.)

By AL KUETTNER
United Press International
Someryille, Tenn, - WUPD

One day last month a bale of
heavy, drab canvas was de-
livered to a Negro-owned
farmion the highway belween
Somerville and Moscow,
Tenn.

A small group of Negro
men spread oul the canvas,
sharpened stakes from sap-
lings hewn In nearby woods,
and soon erected & tenl —
about 10 by 14 feel

That was the beginning of
what rapidly is becomlng the
most highly publiclzed cam-
palgn yel on behalf of full
voling rights for Negroes In
the South. It has led lo elnims
of wholesale economic bayeotl
againsi Negroes who broke the
old local custom by n-gi.-;llnr-
i vote and charges thil
;‘:“(“Ii;l‘l::cs have been Ro\'!rlml persons. Most of the Negroes
from Jobs on while-owned | live along the rural roads. A
farms for vollng. greal number occupy the lit-

It hag resulled In widely ;I(- tepant houses that dot the
ubliclzed "rellef” drlves, |iarms,

(’_?uruwms of clothing und food- | A Rare Sight

stuffs and one “relief airlift| ©On election days, unlil re-

from Chleago. cently, only the while cilizen-
It Is just about impossible [ I¥ turned out, At the Fn:\'euu

to separaie fact from fletion, |county polls, an occasionul

Forced To Leave Negro was o rare sight, In

Ostensibly, occupunis of Huywood, a Negro voter had-
the tents are Negro farm fami-{n't been seen since Recon-
lles forced to leave farm ten- Struction days.
ant houses because they regis- Then came 1057 and the
tered to vole. passage by Congress of the

The outward fucls are these: | [irst Civil Rights Act, It con-

There are 18 Llenls now, |ldined an Inconspicuous little
occupied by aboul 80 Negroes, [Sentence - specifying that no
most of whom are children, | one could be discriminated
Only four or five families are against for voting. In Fayette
representea, and virtunlly all and Hayward countles, things
of them came off three farms, | DEEAR Lo happen,

Reporters dubbed it “Tent| The Fayette Counly Civic
City'" but Negroes call it|and Welfare league sprang
“Freedom Village." into  exlstence. A similar
Press Conferences group developed in Haywood,

John McFerren, local Ne-|Their objective; caompaign for
gro leader, and Chieago |registration of Negro volers.
school leacher Jumes Forman | Strange Sight
run the village on a system| As the books opened laler
that Includes {wo press con-|for registration, a sirange
ferences dally —~ one in the|sight occurred - long lines of
morning o catch the after-| Negro applicants, Today, an
noon néwspaper deadlines and
one In the aflernoon lo calch
the morning papers. No re-
porters are admitled without
press cards, and none may
question the tent dwellers {oo
freoly,

Federal Distriet Judge Mur-

- PR

“Freodom Villnge'

INSTALL TENT — Unidentified N
in Somerville, Tenn., a small farming
town. Thirteen tenls nre now op the sile, Occupunls are

|outside are idle. of his tenl.

MeFerren says that when “I'ne’ bullet went through
the Negro voter registration|(he mallress but this isn't
campilgn started, he was one | the one,” he said. "The FBI

d

s pul up a tent in

in
!Nl
|

roes giling the recent shooling:
Hutehens said bolh white
|and Nezro leaders told him |main interest of the FBI and
there wis no need — yel - for |other authorities at present.
emergency supplios. |'I'1u.>_\ are looking lor the bul-
oo let, still missing, that made |
While McFerren talks, cus-|{{he flesh wound in (he arm
tomers come and go in the |of Early B. Williams Jr.
store, making small purchases Williams pointed to the
from limited stocks of NI:JFJI['.‘&]ho:{ where he was sleeping,
and meals, The two gas pumps | his head toward the entrance

of the first to be hil in an|eame after that one.”

ceonomic  boyeoll Negroes | Men Lie Awake
around  here  cull 1L Ythe Williams and his compan-
squecze lons sald that only the wo-

McForren says he now has! men and  children sleep al
o travel up lo 75 miles 10| {he ecamp now during the
obtiin supplies for his store night, The men lie awake or
ancd Ahit it s impossible o] gi up tulking and waiting
obliin  gusoline, He claims| for daylight. When dawn
that one gos truck which at-) comes, thoy sleep.
tempted Lo deliver @ supply Willlams sald he has no
to him was turned around by plans for the fulure but will
a depuly sherlff. Such storles tey to find another farm that
are firmly denfed by offl- | will take him on as a tenant
clnls this year, He said he was
The seores of Negroes who | asked to leave a farm where
lIne up each day for supplios | he and his family had lived
il MeFerren's warehouse-are | for 10 yedars, He said that

Neogro families whao say they were required lo leave lenant
houses after they registered Lo vole,

rplus commoditiee to the | asked for FB1 lelp in investi- | couraged from expressing a

The shooling occupjes the|of the organization.

lon Boyd at Memphis, 41 miles
to the west, sold he would be-
gin Jan. 168 declding "one by
one’ whether 700 Negroes are
being evicted by white land-
owners because Lhey register-
ed to vote.

Sporadie violence and van-
dalisin have raised the danger
signal for law enforcoment
officers. One Negro has been
wounded in the arm - shot by
unknown parties who sped
past in a car, The tenl in
which the Negro said he was
sleeping s only 75 feel from

carcfully cheeked by volun-| during his life he has lived
estimated 1,400 to 1,000 Ne-|(foers. A “clerk’ stands at the |on @ nuniber of farms, all in
groes in Fayetle alone are | warchouse entrance in front| Fayelle, going from one to
qualified lo vole. of piles of clothing and food|the other as a tenant.

Has the privilege cost them | packages, County authorities say they
anything? Thalt's where you | gt Supplies hiave requests from  other
gel many answers on the rood The allendant wells out|counties for more than 200
from Somerville to Moscow. | épisteiet Three" and the dis-|lenant  families. The local |

On Somerville's courthouse | {piat ehairman slops up with | weekly tfewspaper has pub-
you read on a historical plague | 4 1ist of those who to get|lished numerous adver-
that this district was once supplles: Soon, Negoces trudge | lisemenis asking  for  such
represented in the leglslature {off  down the road toward | help. There have been no
by Divy Crocketl, the ploneer | their tents a mile away, lug-| takers from Tent City.
made fanious 0 xong for s | ging thelr bundles. | - e
bear-huniing prowess. A nes Voui tofl MoFetren While Negroes are being

ibout |
the contention of the people |
downtown thalt voting regis-
tration by Negroes had litle
or nothing to do with their
deporture from the farms-the

by highway markers
“Moscow 13 miles."

says;

Soon, the houses thin out
and grow smaller, Two and
onehalf miles distant, your

rond’ forks to the right, You|oreument by whites that 1t
stop al a spol where there s wis  an economic  situation
heayvy traffic and a large con- and not diserimination.

gregation of Negroes guthered | "Downiin (he county there
around o store with two unu||=‘ o form with o ereek run-

lhc:ld

!s:.r.whnn: like an altor

interviewed, Scolt Franklin,
of the Civie and Wel-
fare League, stands close by,
ey,
When Wyult Williams was
pasked  whether he  farmed
with machinery, he was al-
|lowed to answer “with
mules.” But Franklin would
not permit him  to say how
large an area he hod farmed

k
}1.'_,' - ! .'.‘
- 4 ;J%.

o on

(UPI Telephotn)

viewpoint gther than the line

Wyatl Willlams' brother,
for example, was stopped
shorl when he tried to tell
a reporter that if the lenants
of Tent City were offered
thelr old places back, they
would be wise to take them
and forget their present di-
lemma,

Whilte leaders can assemble
a mass of slatistics to back
up their contention that eco-
nomies has brought on the
present situation, They inslst
it 15 just coincidental that
the same Negroes who have
registered very often are the
ones who must leave the
farms,

They point out that the num-
ber of Negro volers who live
in Tent Cily can almost be
counted on the {ingers ol
two hands, whercas there
arc, by the Negroes' own es-
timale, approximately 1,600
of their number reglstered.

There is ample evidence

that the agricullure pattern
of this gection has undergone
radical change that would
cause a sharp shrinkage in
the tenanl population.
The 1058 farm census tuk-
en by the US. Department of
Agriculture shows 2,346 farm
tenants in the counly as com-
pared to 3,008 five years ago.
Farm mechanization and
the introduclion of beef cal-
tle to former collon land have
been major faclors in  the
transition o g new kind of
agriculture,

In the past lwo years, 65
colton pickers have been sold
in the county. One of these
machines picks five bales of
collona day, a job thalt would
require the services of 48
workers.

An implement dealer said
another big f{actor has been
| the use of bigger machines
than ever before,

By using four-row planiers,
for example, one farm famlily

the ronad. pumps out front, A slgh over- | Ding ||I|-\\I_L§fl i, MeFerren The mechanization fssue 1§
Scores of white persons | head reads “MeFerren's Gro- | dnswers, “Three families on g touchy subject with Frank-
have been brought Inlo fed- |cery.” ane side of the creek hid 10 1in who feels it is being used
eril court to answer affidavits Over the door inside, a sign | Move, They were reglstered | 45 an excuse by whiles
from Negroes wha chargoed | ShYs e vote, On the other side, Negroes, patticularly those

“Don't talk politics in here
unless you are a registered
voler."

Another, containing the pic-
tures of two children, soys

"We are oo voung Lo regis-
ter, What's your excnse?"
Forelront of Drive

John MeFerrven ls o tense
and intenge Negro of 26 who
has Hyed in the county all
hig life. He hns been in ihe
forefront of the voling drive,
even before the elvil rightd
Inw wns adopiled

“I know this country Hke a

they. were evicted for voting.

The NAACP telegraphed |
President Eisenhower:

“Now thal the crops are in,
hundreds of the people are
being deiven from the lands"
White Arguments

The while leadership argues
that;

1, Changes in the farm
ecconomy (mechanizotion) and
transition from one crop ngris
culture; have deceased the
need for farm labor,

2, There Is no greater in-

crease  In tenants  leaving \ y v h
tarms this year than'in recent | muh.. MeFerren  suid |
years. know the white people and |

3. No one hag been legally [some of the Bist folks | know

evicted from a farm — actusl. [ 4F¢ White. - And 1 know the
Iy a technieal point because | NEETOCE 1 Kinow how thoy
most tenant contracts are MOVE been trested 1 koow
made and broken orally, 1t js ¢ county i iy by thiee or
true that no legal eviction four white families, |1 know
stops have hoen fakon by the | Hhere 16 only one  core for
courts, however. showing that | Whal's wrong in this county
and that's the ballot box

no Negroes actually have re :
sisted being made o loave MeFerron's words spill out

4, The thing that s hap- He s often
pening now is standard lnr”“ the Jungling of o telephone

fusd interrupted

thig time of yoar when form. | 1AL Bangs on w wall in the
ors' renew contracts for the | 1POMLO0he store Callers ask
new crop year, for instructions or want to

5 Only a few adulis are kilow  when the next food

| :
actually invelved in the t'ur-|;3'|"”'."” 16 expeotod
rent “Tent Cily" Incident it For Supplies

e That's whnt the crowd is
Somerville ds a  typloal [ dolng outside, waiting for sup
southern rural town whose | plies, Food and other srticles

cconomy s governed by tln-l,ln- trucked In from {ar-awiy
crops produced on the rolling | points. Word came during the
farms that begin w few hune | aftornoon that

trock whs

dred yards from the city | leaving Chicago willy B
limits. ment including refrigerators
Over the yeirs, Negroes| James W Hutehens Jr di

have been & vital part of the | reclor  ob the  distribution

farm economy. Today Fayette | branch of the Agriculiure de
vounty and It nelghbor, Hay- | partment, vigited the county
wood county, have aboul three | Lo detormine whother the fed-
Negroes for every Lwo white | eral government showld l'"""

| there were three familics thit
| didn’t Thave 1o move. One of
them was registered but didn't
vote and the two others were
not registiored

“You tellme what that 1"

in Tenl City, are sharply dis-

Arficles Filed In
Salem by Morfuary

Ashland-Articles  of  incor-
poration were filed thig week
in_Salem  for Litwiller Fue
neral Home Ine,  Ashland
stgned by Mp. and Mes, C M
Litwiller and thelr son, Gene
R. Litwiller

Thi
been o partvership,
sutd today, Ho explained that
with the change, Bill Dreow,

Al the Tont Clty down the
| road, blue smoke from num-
j erous smull fires curls over
| heind. You hear the baying
lof hounds, the biting of an
[axe into firewood and  the
[laughter of young childron
who seem not o know or
care's whitt's going on

The earth under (oot s
goft  and  goooy-rieh  furm
lund, ground  into paste by
many feel. The tentz, without

ho has been o w there

lights und with only the damp Wi has:boeh employed|thor

v 1 1048, now  has  part
carth for flooring heated

wnership the business
by | burners : ! Y 7

small
Efforts are now being made Litwilled added that he and
s v retained

Lo get sufficiemt wood to build

{looes, wnd I eléetric trolling interest an the
(MO
SOV Iy

firm  has

previously
Litwiller

sinee
ure

in
wirod

wils i oon

sfockK

Former Local Man
Receives Promotion

comperative has hweon
ed tor eleetric
e

COROp SaN s

manigeient  of  the
the application will

be trented Just Tike any othaer

and that service will e pros
\"‘“h"'i 1" the applicant  qual A former Medford man has
ies he Negoes will not be |y, A VT By
allowed, however, 1o string m .“_ "I“I e mlm-“‘:r of
lextongion lnes into the tents | e Seattie branch of Parke,
bechise of danger of shget | Pavie and company, accord-
cireuiting thi Wires Mg ol an announcement by
Group of Visitors Graydon L Walker, Parke:|

A frosh group af  visitor Davis vice prosident
his been added to the Tent The muan William F
Clly sconorey in recent doys, [ Balman, o geaiu of St
patlent whille mon who witeh | Mary's High schoal X ¥
i Wi, talking with some- |8 salesmian with the fiem in
one new hnd 1 These ape | the Medtord arca
FBRI agoents, assdgned tosfind Bauman, who joined the
out il e Jdustice Depurts | company i L04R, previously
ment he L right to enter the | was feld manager in Los An
cise 0 il of  elvil| geles Tor Pieke-Dilvis. He (s
right a brother of Robert H Bau

SH k i man I g @ “‘:l-'.’d
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| cin do- the work of four who
|use smaller two-row planters.

i Farmer Aubrey Parks har
|I.'|'~Ivll 0 bales of collon and
| other products with one help.
or in 30 duys, He said it would
have taken seven men 60 days
| to do it with smaller equip-
|’ ment,
| New chemical weed killers |
|also have cut down on the
fneed for farm labor, particu-
Harly the chopping of colton,
Newest equipment contidng
n wheel  that lhyvs down a
chemical film when the cot-
ton seed is planted. The cot.
ton piant will, poke through
It but the weeds will not
| Fayette county In recent
| years has introduced berds|
of the Black Angus striin
of beef eattle and from a
tounty with no beel produg
lon nol many v Fay.
etlo 15 now [irst in Tennessee
Favette's population drop.
ped from 27505 in 1950 to
24404 In 1060 The tounty's
cotton allotn » hall what
It was in 1950 from 80,000
o 40,000 acres
We just hope it

rs ngo

‘nt

will went

ltself out before somebody
else gels hurt,” o white busi-
nessman said, adding that

this sure s giving our coufy
iy & bad name.

Business leaders express the
!\'-'l:-'ll that "something could
be done” to bring about an
atmosphere of good will
which could lead xolu
|tlon. Bul no one wants
irisk the conscquences

Don't guote me  because
it would ruin my busines,
but 1 the Megrows ard
whites ought o get tose
an this thing alle buUs e ss
man  said |

18 the law that Negroes
fean vote and we might @y
1wt miong with

'
10

think
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Fill Your Freezer
and SAVE!

At Your . . .

OREGON FOOD STORES
MIX or MATCH 'EM

® Brussels Sprouts @ Baby Lima
® Onion Rings @ Cauliflower

YOUR CHOICE

Pkgs. 1 00

BEST BUY IN TOWN

® Peas ® Cut Corn ® Mixed Vegetables ® Peas & Carrots
® Leaf Spinach ® Green Beans, French Cut ® French Fries
® Hash Browns @ Corn

5 m 89

® Broccoli
Beans

DELICIOUS

CHET'S

DINNERS

® Chicken ® Turkey
® Swiss Steak ® Ham
® Roast Beef

ony 49¢ Eack

WILLISON'S
BUTTERED

BEEF or VEAL

STEAKS

Package of
Four 3-oz.

29

Steaks

SAVE!

DINNERS

Shrimp, Spare Ribs
or Sukiyaki

59

“KUBLA KHAN" CHINESE FOODS!

CHOW MEIN

Pork or Chicken

pkg. 39¢

Sweet & Sour

FRIED RICE
Chicken or Pork SPARE R'Bs

i 99° | e 99

Chet's Frozen

WES-PAK

PEAS
I ocpkg.

MEAT PIES
4.°1%

"SHRIMP AHOY"

BREADED SHRIMP

. Bhe

"GORTON'S"

FISH STICKS

- 49¢

FLAV-R-PAC

ORANGE JUICE
$1 00

12.012.

tins

“SUPER MARKET" 10-0z. pkgs. $

STRAWBERRIES J

We RESERVE THE RIGHT TO LIMIT QUANTITIES

ASHLAND
1475 Siskiyou Blvd.
MEDFORD STORE OPEN TILL 10 P.M.

MEDFORD

13th and Central

*



