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The Shape of Things

. Early Years Shape Albrecht Durer

By RICHARD HIRSCH
Director Allentown

Art Museum
Albrecht Durer,

born in

1471, spent his childheod In|tle boy,

a goldsmith's shop.

The Nurnberg of his time
was the most prosperoug city
of the many German princi-
palities. It was also rich in
ideag and ready, when the
to adopt the Re-

time came,

GREJ\.T ENGRA‘HNG - “The Lrj,end of St

form of M=rtin Luther been equalled in the West, | singula? way, */ ling intvicate stories within
The new art of printing | The Gothic is dyving in a [lire- In his childhood he shapes | small reefangles of winted
flourished brilliantly in Dur-| works of design, in switding | zold and silver into intricate | liney
er's Nurnberg where, as a lit-| forms which only a boid yet | ornament. Thus prepared, his Blarts Travel
he carly learned to|painstaking craft of pllu'm\!us'rnanml\ finds him engraving Al 10 he starts his four
read and write, Before he was | patience could accomplish, |m|:pv1 with a mastery no one | veurs of travel 43 A i .
10 he went Lo work [ull #mc yShape His Carcer Imll surpass. By all standatds |man.  He works in 2
in his father's shop. Thete,| mpoce carly véars will| he will remain Germany's| whoere, 20 vears later Holbein
aJso, he learped. - \ yareatest artist, Nevertheless, | will shine and become famous
The* (_‘l}lnf'-l‘iiTl"I'!(?S_c .of the shape all of Durcr's career, [, ic not Germany's greatest | Durer apparently crosses the
goldsmith’s  craft in  those | Mmaking of him' the afeatest of paimter. First and forgmoast, Alps for a short while and
times has probably never German artists in the mosl) Durer is an ongraver, splon- | discovers Htaly o the beadi
| didly  subduing the metal! ness of the Renalssance
plate to' the grandeur of his He returns with coples ui'
ideas, maste it with the' things he hag acen there, dis
marvelous intelligence of his | turbod by the new (doas which
craftaman’s hand have (aken hold  in0 Daly.
At 13, his selt-portyait Cleariy the Gothic world to

copies of this

shows us a yYoungster in full
control of silverpoint. He is
apprenticed to a pubilisher of
illustrated b ook s Michiel
Wohlgemitth, where he guffers

which Durer belongs has boeen
dying although Nurnberg had |
known it

H\“r the years Durer will |
bridige the two grest perlods,

from the pranks of a rowdy | masterfully blehding the vigor
crowd of olher apprentices. of the Gothic and the Har
But he learns much, the art monies of lhe “New Learn-

ni the wnmh'ul e art of tell- I"h oS0 masterful was he in

Salem —

The Ovegon’ option of insuring their ems
AFL-C10 will hold a pre-| ployees privately instead of
legislative conferciice h'e v e | with the State lndustris]l Ac-

Saturday 1o discuss proposed
legislation backed by labor
and priorities  on severas|
mMensures

| eident commission.
Elimination of  the
2 provision of the stale
emplovment insurance law, an
George Brown of Portlund, | eligibility requirement of 20
execulive direclor of the AFL- | weeks of work per year with |
C10 Political Education Com- | carnings of al least 820 per
mittee, said labor'y agenda in- | week
cludes Calls For Commiiles
Improvements in Oppo=ition ta Oregon’s pro-
men's compensation. posed “little Landrum - Grif
Opposition to the “three- | fin" hill, |
way'" workmen's compensas | Collective barganining for |
tion bill, giving emplovers the ! publie employees with cres |

20
ure

waor k-

Oregon AFL-CIO Sefs Discussion On Legislation

this respect that the proud There is a riddle here and
Italians will borrow from hisjalso a paradox, The paradox
engrivings, will copy  m | Is the grandeur of slze which

eulright both in their prints|the wviewer intultively fe

and in many paintings where | In any of Durer's composi
bath  hiy  compositions  and | tions, although the coprer
backgzrounds were teed uivlplnr on wlhich he worked

tensively
Meceives Distinetion

| may have been no longer than
| the page of & popular novel
Durer, alone of all German The .r“““" is in the fascina-
recelved tion pf the world which Durer,
LD la man of the Gothic awe,
tion feom the Dalian setisto | created for all of up who fol-
who were cresting In 8 Ier-| jaw him intime. 10 is 3 world
ment of infellectusl pride, the| iy which we sre al home, in
Rennalssence and the Golden | which we enter with s Lwinge
Age of painting. of swe, s uneconstomed |
Strangely, Durer'y infl u- | we are lo this emorion

arlisis, this distine-

ence on painters waa that of | Cregtes World |

a thinker, What we tind bor-
rowed from him are concepis
ruther than things, These con-
cepts Diirer best expressed in
superlative line, erealing|

color' sulely by black and | worg unlike that of & vision.

white, the pure langusge of ary Blake or a haunted Gnya,

the ShIgTRYel “f fine p”_m' 1t has depth but it leads to no
nether ones,

I hisoown Lime Durer, on
the sole strength of his prints,
wondciuly and engravings, wis
ation of an interim commitice | reeelved as a prince in foreign
to study retivement, Health | lands. He was the friend of
and wellave and working con- | philosophers and of Martin
ditions of public workers Lauther. He had the friendship

Amendment of the hguor | and respect of artista and of
aw providing fines instead of | princes
closure of businesses for vio- Hut, hy some mystery, le
lation | was more, much more than a |

-Opposition to gross income | man of his single time. Forti- |
tax and clgarette tax proposals | tied by the erall of the gold-
of the Interiin Committee on | amith, his hand was superbly
Taxalion | endowed to make us the helrs

Tiprovenients in the |I|s|.r‘uf a vizion both timeless and

Durer creates » wo nld
where sunlight and shadow
huave intimations of myslery
utider the crystalline clarity
of form. It ia also a sane

community colloge laws lo re- | universal.
move existing roadblocks: He deserves your study.
Require licensing of cone (Copyright 1861, General
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