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FOCAL POINT-This newsmap, drawn es-
peclally for this article on the history of the

Civil War,

Union garrison from Ft.

spots Charleston Harbor,
ares Lhat was the focal point of attention
in the United States in late 1880 and carly
1861. Maj. Robert Anderson had moved
Mouliris,

a cabinel crisis

an administration,

his Floyd's'involve

a death-

trap In the harbor, to Ft. Sumter, where he

Buchanan Turns Northern

By MERTON T. AKERS
UPI Correspondent

In the final weeck of 1860,
President Buchanan finally
turned solidly Northern,

Evenls had come a full eir-
cle in less than a month and
the man who started it all was
none other than Maj. Roberl
Anderson, a hardy artilleny-
man who obeyed orders.

His coup against the South
Carolinians In  moving his
pint-sized garrison from Ft.
Moultrie, a death-trap in the
Charleston, S. C,, Harbor, to
Fi, Sumter, where he had gun-
nery room to fight, stirred of-
ficial] Washington,

Word of Anderson's mave
on Dec, 26 sparked a five-day
cabinel crisis. Before It was
over President Buchanan wiis
forced into a decision by an-

gry cabinet members and or-
dered reinforcements for the

ol

spunky major, The facl that

down and the reinforcements
never reached Ft. Sumter mat-
tered not at the moment. The
declsion served notice on the
Sauthern conspirators in the
capital that the administra-
tion was now headed by a
Northern cabinet. The South-
erners were set back on their
heels and had to replan thelr
moves,
Floyd Challenges Anderson
Secretary of War John B,
Floyd, a Virginla secessionlst
with a low boiling point,
heard of Anderson's move
from his friends in South
Carolina early on Dec, 27, He
refused to believe it and tele-
grupl:cd Anderson:
“Intelligerice reached here
this morning that you have |
abandoned FiL Moulirle,
splked your guns. burned the
carringes and gone to Ft. Sum-
ter. It is nol believed because

had room to fight,

solidly ‘northern.
to bring lo light Secretary of War John B.

WAR

President wailed, "are misfor-
Buchanan Delays

Davis and his colleagues
demanded that Buchanan or-|
der Anderson buck to ‘\1mll-i
trie, Buchanan begued off as |
the cabinet, having heard the
news, began to check in-the |
Northerners, Secretary of
State Jeremiah Black, Attor-
ney General Edwin M. Stan-
ton and Postmasler General
Joseph Holt, with bleod in
thelr eyes,

By then, Floyd had an an-
swer {from Anderson;

“The telegram (s correst. |
#bandoned Ft. Moultrie be-
causg | was certain if at-
tacked my men would be sac-
riticed, and the command of
the harbor lost, [ spiked the
guns and destroyed the car-
riages to keep the guns from
being uged against us."

The war secretary was fur-
{ous. This was agalbst orders,
he protested. Send Anderson
back: to Moultrie alt once be-
fore there is bloodshed;, he
stormed at the President.
Black challeriged this oul-
burat, He called for the orige,
inal order and it was brought
over from the War Depart-|
menty Floyd wias wrong als

The move precipitated
, and, in the last days of his
turned President Buchanan
The cabine! crisls was

ment in a scandal which was

to cost the U. S. government §870,000,

(UP1l Telepholo)

movement, Explain the mean-
ing of this reporl.

The messige dispatched,
Floyd called on his Southern
friends in  Washington for
help.

The nesponse came before
noon, Sens, Jefferson Davis
of Mississippi and R, M. T.
Hunter of Virginia with Wil-
lHanwy Trescott, until lately as-
sistant secretary of state, has-
lened to the While House. Da-
vis acled ag spokesman,

He asked President Buchan-
an if the had"heard that day
from Charleston, The Presi-
dent said he had not.

“I have a calamily lo an-
nounce o you," Davis said in
his gravest tones. Then he
told of Anderson's move.

“Now, Mr. President," Da-

vis went on as il nnnouilcing1

the crack of doom, “You ame
surrounded with blood and
dishonor on all sides.”

the order later was watered 'there is no order for any such| “My God,” the harzied
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though his endorsement was
on the order.

Floyd Changes Tactics
Floyd (ried another course
The orders said that Anderson
might move his garrison
{here was “iangible evidence”
of an impending altack. No
such evidence existed, Floyd
coniended. Bul Black count-
ered that if the major was nol
to be the judge of impending
attack, then the order was
meaningless.

Flovd again changed lpe-
ties. President Buchanan had
pledged to Gov. Henry F! Gist
earlier that the harkor garri-
son would remain o status

quo, Floyd sald. Now the
President had dishonored his
pledge,

This was news indeed 1o the
Northerners. They wanled
chapter and wverse on the
pledge.

Secretary of Interior Jacob

y Thompson, a Mississippl se-

cessionlst, jolned Floyd in ine
sisting the President had made
such & pledge,
The President
lently,

The angry Floyd ismamedi-
ately wrote whal amouniid to
an ultimaium to the President
#nd widened the demand,
Either permil him te order
Anderson out of Charleston
defenses-not  just back to
Moultrie-or else. The “or
else’" presumably meant he
would resign,

Stanton, never cne to pull
his punches, said heatedly that
it the President gave in to
Floyd's demands the crime
would be 1iie Benedict Ar-
nold's and any president or-
dering Anderson out of
Charleston would be guilty of
treason,

Al thal President Buchpnan

lglened si-

.| spoke up:

“Oh, no, not so bad as that
my friend. Nol so bad as that.”
The President chose lo
awalt official word from An-
derson before making up his
mind,

‘Ambassadors’ Call

The President had a curious
enlry In hig appointment book
for the next day, Dec. 28. He
was to see-undfficially-a del-
egation from South Carolina,
sent to Washington to [treat

with a “foreign,power” - the
United States about the
Charleston forts, R. W, Barn-

well, Harvard graduate, form-
er senalor, former represenia-
tive, ex-college president,
headed the delegation, With
him were J. H. Adams, Yale
graduate, ex-governor, and
secessionlst who favored re-
opening the African slave-
irade, and James L. Orr, form-
er speaker of the House.
Buchanan saw them as pri-
vate citizens, notl as “ambusa-
dars.” He reiinded them that
{hat South Carolina had seized
Fi. Moultrie, Castle Pinckney.
the Charlesion arsenal, the
post office and the custom
house, The delegation re-
mifided the President he had
broken the nledge, They
talked two hours. Finally Bu-
chanan said:
“Mr, Barnwell. you are
pressing me too importunely.
You don't give me time (o say
my prayers. 1 always say my
prayers when required to act
on any great stale affair.'
That night the ealiinet niet
again In another stormy ses-
sion to congider the delega-
ton's dienands
Thompzon ccarried the
while Floyd lay on a sofa.
Black, Stanton and Holtudrove
Thompson {rom position 1o po-
sitlon until the Misslssippinn
began to talk “polmouth.'s Af-
ter all, he said, South Curo-
ling, was a small stale, with
a minority of white inhabi.
tants. The United States was
big, pawerful, rich, It could
afford to concede a point
This was more than Stan-
Jan could take, He attacked
Eloyd and apread before the
vabinet what it already knew
bul talked little aboutl-a scan.
dal in Floyd's department
“Mr. President,” Stanlon
suld, “only the other day It
wiis announced that x million
ldo]‘].‘urs had been stolen from
Mr
“The bonds were found 1o
have been taken [rom the
vaull where they ehould have

jpeen and the notes af Alr.

tunes never to come singly!" | them,
give up Sumtier,
to say is thint no administra- | this substitution was pever es- | loo,

if]"

ball |

Thompson's department. |

|
Floyd: were substituied (or‘
Now I is proposed 1o

All' 1 have

tion, much less this one, can |
afford to lose a million of)
| money and a fort in the same
| week "
Behind the Scandal

Stanton's figure of & million
was & shade high, The amount
was $870,000, The bonds made
up an Indinn trust fund and
wereg inkeeping of Goddard
Bailey, a clevk in the lnh-llur|
Department and a distant rel.
ative of Floyd's

A firm of conlractors, Hus:
sell, Waddell and Majors, hod
stupplied the Army and was in
financial trouble because Con-
gress was slow to pay. Floyd
issued notes to them eertifying
that the Army owed the mon:
ey, The Ttontractors used the
certificntes  for ‘credlt, but|
when the paper came due they |
could not pay. Batley wis
induced to hand over the
bonds in his keeping to the

contraclors,
place Floyd's
Whether Floyvd

pulling in
certificates.
knew about

{ablished. He was indicted,
it the charges wore dropped
| after he went over to the Con-
federacy

The cabinet met again the
next night, Dec. 28, but with.
oul Floyd, He had resigned
that day. Hig story was that
he quit beecause Buchanin
would not remove Anderson.
The country thought il was
hvl.nuw of the bond seancial,

Clbtml Crisis Threatens

Buchanan had written n re-
ply o’ the South Carolina
delegation, The Northern cab-
inet members disapproved be-
cause it gave in to the South-
erners, the Southerners be.
cpuse it did not go far enough.
They wrangled for an hour or
s0 and broke up again,

Black lay awake all night,
Dawn of Sunday, Dec. 30,
found him with his mind made
up. He told his colleagues if

thelr

Buchanan sent his answer 'ulMﬂdfofd Youth Attends
the delegation, he would re- [
sign. Stanton sald he would, | University of Kansas
Isanc Toucey, secretary | Lawrence, Kan-One Med.
of Navy, lold Buchanin, and | ford student Is among a rec
the President crumpled. 1His | ord total of 10,038 attending
administration couldn't stand |the University of Kansas this
another upheaval. He gave | vour, according to the direcloy
his answer to Black and Siiil!-lﬁf adimisstons:
ton for revision. They changed Theodore Earl Lowson, son
it from appeasement to defi-|of Dr. and Mrs. Earl L. Law:
ance. HBefore night Buchanan {son, 301 Windsor ave, Med:
fent his reply. It was stifl | (6%d, is, & sophomore at the
He had been asked Lo remove | university
U.S. forces from Chatleston| The student body ineludes
under threai: | representation. from .all 106
“This 1 umuul do; Kingas counties, the 50 siales,
whl not do."” |the Distriet  of  Columbia
—_—— | Puerto Rico, plus » record
FOLDS UP FINALLY high of 300 forcign sstudents
Atlantn ~ WPV-The last Civil| from 62 countries
war agency of the Georgia
state government went out of | TVRKEY 'GETS AID |
existence today, The state De-!  Washington — U710 o The In.
paritment of Confederale Pen.|iernationnl  Monetary Fund
sions and Records which han-| has authorlzed Turkey in 1961
dles pension payments to 192 1o draw up to $37.5 million in|
widows of Confedernte sol-

this 1

of the state Department

of | day that Turke¥ will recelve a
\"Etl!l"ilﬂ.l service

$80. million eredit from

currencles held by the fund |
diers; officially became a part! The Tund alsa announced Fri!

Organization, for FBuropean
Eeonomic coope: r.lllun
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