20 KNOWN DEAD IN FIRE ON NAVY |

Project Mercury Test
Over Atlantic Successful

CARRIER BLAZES—Workmen look on as
fire sweeps the direraft carrier Constellation

al (He Brooklyn Navy Yard

report that at

togday, Police

least 20 persons were killed

in the fire. (See story in column 8.)

(UPL Telephoto)

Report Expected
OnHoward Prairie
Area Operation

A reporl on operational pro-
posals for the Howard Prairie
reservoir area will be present-
ed the county courl, Bier, yics
cording (o Clly:Qdinty Parks
and Recreation Director Rob.
ert Haworth,

A discussion belween Ha-
warlh and the counly colrl
this morning indicated the
courl is faced with these al-
ternatives; to spend tax mon-
ey {or the operiation of the
reservolr recreation area, or
finance il through fees charg-
ed users of the area.

Robert Johnston, of John.
ston Stores, Medford, Howard
Prairie concessionaire, has
asked the commission to con-
sider three suggestions: no
fees, with the county teking
over malntenance pf the arca
completely; some free services
provided by the concessionaire
withy fecs cliarged for other
gervices, or a fee system to
cover costs of operating the|
Improved recreation area com-
pletely.

Haworth sald this morning
that the commission seems to
“lean toward” the partial fee
plan, Thiz would funnel recre-
ation traffic through the im-
proved arca where recreation-
ists would be required to use
fireplates lor cooking, This
would tend to eliminate Lhe
fire hazard problem caused by
“helter skelter” fires around

i to the house,

the reservoir and most of the
garbage collection problem.
Johnston has asked the comn-
mission to consider the possi-
bility of terminating his prvs-!l
ent contract and putling the|
concession up for bid, He
would then lope he could be
the winning bidder and gel
the concession on a long term
basis. His present contract
ends Dee, 31, 19681, Haworth
gald this morning that it
would be difficult to base next
year's operaiion on the de-
mand for services last sum-
meor, “We expect a greatly ex-
panded use and may find next
summer's operation o be en-
tirely different he explain-|
ed, |

High Court Holds
Witness Immunity
In States Legal

Washington M- The Su-
preme Court ruled today that
a federal grand jury can
promise a wilness immunily
from state as well as federal
prosecution in order io get
negded information abowl nar-
colics violations,

Minister's House
Is Burglarized

A large quantity of house-
hold items and Christmas
presents were taken during a |
burglary at the home of {he|
Rev,. Robert Edward Cull,
1400 West Main st.,, sometime
Sunday evening, |

While Mr,: Cull, minister of
First Assembly of God church
and his wife were away lor
the evening on church busi-
ness, somecone 'went through
the house, laking altelevizion
get, a movie camera, jewelry,
and a large number of Christ-
mas presents,

Investigating police sald
the burglars apparently en-
tered the home between 7 and
f p.m, through an unlocked
door leading from the garage |

|

Pollce are looking for a
1055 or 1956 light blue Ford
that was seen parked in [ront
of the house during the time |
of the burglary.

Police Chief Charles E‘.|
Champlin said this morning |
that he wanls to emphasize to
aren residents the importance
of keeping homes locked dur-
ing the holiday season. Be-|
cause it is the Christmas sea- |
son, and hecause nearly every |
home contains valuable
Christmas presents, there are
more house burglaries during
the holidays than at any other
time during the year,

In addition to keeping the |
homes locked, Champlin also
pointed out the ncecessily of |
keping homes lighted when
the occupants are away.

Kennedy Opens Meetings
On Legislative Program

Palm Beach, Fla, — AP -|
President- elact John F. Ken-
nedy today opened eonfer-
ences with  the Democratic |
Jeadership on the new admin-|
Istration’s legislative program
for Congresg next yvear by|
meeting with' Vice President.
elect Lyndon B, Johnson
Overnight Guasts

Johnson and his wile, Lady
Bird, arrived from Aduston,

plane and due to arrive in the
late afternoon. Sen. Mike
Mansfield of Mantana, Demo-
eratic whip of the Senate and
expetied 1o be the new mn-
Jority leader, alsp was (lying
here today

Mansfield and Rayburn
were to join the Kennedys |
and Johnsons for dinner to-
night
Begin Business Talks

Kennedy had breakfast

Tox., aboard their private Con-| with Jehnson and his wife, |

wvair. They motored to lhe
Kennedy ocean-front villa,
where they will be overnight
Eursts

House Speaker Sam  Ray-
burn was flyiig (rom Texas
abipard Kennedy's privalte

then the two men settled|
down (o business
Press Secrelary Plerre

Salinger announced that the
conferees and Kennedy would |
hold. & joint press conference |
Tuesday,

A provision in the 1858
Narcolic Control Acl permits
the Justice: Depariment lo get
a4 court order requiring such
testimony  if it is thought
necessary In the public Inter-
est, In return, the wilness gets
a guarantee that whal he says
will not be wused against him,

The argument In today's
cage focused on whether the
guarantee applies to state as
well as federal courls.

The 7:2 decision held that it
does and that the law is con.
stitutional,

Thug the wilness has no
need for invoking his consti-
tutional privilege against solf-
incrimination,

In other actions today, the
court:

Agreed to heapr arguments
and decide whether an inac-
curate  Federal Housing Ad-
ministration appraisal glves a
home buyer the right to sue
the government. The cage in-
volves an  Alexandria, Va,,
home owner who won an $8,-
000 settlement in a lower
court agninst the government.
The Justice Department ap-
pealod the decision,
Complaint Declined

Declined lo  hear argu-
ments on @ complaint by the
Westinghouse Broadeasting
Co. thal the National Broad-
easting Company's plan to ac-
quire a Boslon television sia-
tion would violate a consent
judgment ageinst NBC,

Bridge Gang Foreman
Drowns Near Shedd

Albany, Ore. — IPD = Tony
Senger, about 45, foroman of
a bridge gang for Spokane,
Portiand and Seattle Railway,
foll from a bridge into Muddy
creck near Shedd todsy and
drowned, the sheriff's office

Forerunner of
Manned Space
Flight Fired

Astronauts Watch
Canaveral Shot

Cape Canaveral, Fla.~iUPh-
The United States fired an
emply Project Mercury cap-
sule 235 miles over the Atlan-
tie ocean in Lhe first success-
ful tesi of plans to put a man
inlo space early next year

The scven U5, astronauts,
bidding for the first man-into-
space assignment, walched
the B3-fool combination of
capsule, escape fower and
Redstone missile olast from
a launching pad.

The National Acronautics
and Space administration saic
the cupsule floated by pari-
chute into the ocean aboutl 16
minutes after firing-a success
that marked a milestone in
the oft-delayed Mercury pro-
Bram.

Recovery ships sped toward

the floating capsule within
minutes.
Scientisls expected o re-

turn the capsule and its con-
tenis to the cape and later to
laboratories at Langley field,
Va., for study.

If Project Mercury, the na-
tlon's lop-priority- 8350 mil-
lion dream for manned con-
quest of space; can escape
{ further serious delays, one of
the astronauts may ride into
history books of the future by
April on a similar “suborbi-
tal" flight by the Redstone-
capsule machine,

This technically would be

space shot. The 'big one'’-
sending an astronaut dnto an
earth orbit in a! capsule
abouard an Atlas misslle-is ex-
pecled lnte next year.
The pressure is on the Unit-
ed States. Russia already has
orbited three unmanned mod-
els of a flve-lon space cabin
for itz "cosmonuuls." One was
brought buock to earth intact
in Augusl, giving rise to spec-
| ulation that a Soviet manned
flicht might be “imminent.”
The one-ton eapsule launche
ed today had no living crea-
tures on board. Bul it carried
some of the most complex in-
struments Involved in  any
1J.S. space shol, including a
camera to wview the cockpit
pancl by which an astronaut
would "feel” his way through
space,

Bloodmobile Visit
Setfor Wednesday

Jackson county residents
have been encouraged to give
“the gift of a life this Christ-
mas" by donating hlood Wed- |
nesday during the wvisit hel’cl
of the Red Cross Blondmaobile,

Red Cross officlals empha-
sized the need for blood today
by reminding residents that
the area has only metl 64 per
eent of its quota during the
last vear. To obtain the 280
pint quota for the visit, 350
donors are needed, Mrs, J, W.
Burba, blpord donation chalr-
man, said. Only 20 appoint-

reporied.

Senger lived al Harrisburg, |

Officers were searthing
the body.

Vandenberg AFB, Calif.-Um
~Launch of a Discoverer XIX
salellite equipped to help per-
foct detection of missile firing
was canceled today hecause
of technical difficultics

shopping days left

USE CHRISTMAS SEALS
FIGHT TB

for | bile will be at the Red Cross

mente have been made so far.
She said that the Bloodmo-

chapter house. 60 Hawthorne
ave,, Dec, 21 from 1 to § p.m,
Since the visil is %0 cloge to
the holidays, It will close al
the earlier hour,

Appointments for the visit
may be made by telephoning
the Red Cross at SPring 3-
3813

A number of service clubs
and churches in the area are
reported to be assisting with
the drive to obtain blood do-
ners.
TRAVELER TO SPEAK

Ashland- Clarence Bell will
tell of his travels through sev.
eral Far Eastern nations at
the Tuesday noon luncheon of
the Ashiand Chamber of Com-
| merce in the Mark Antony ho.
tel. Bell, former chamber
president, returned from the
Far East two weeks ago with
his family. He wil] give his
impressions of conditions ex-
isting in several of the coun-

{he Free World's first manned | |
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CABINET CHOICES—FPresi-
dent-elect John F. Kennedy s
shown above with his 10 cab-
Inet appointees. Kennedy com-
pleted his salections Saturday
when he naned James E. Day
as Postmaster General.

(UPI Telepholo)

Superintendent To
Report on Meeting

Ashland - Cily Superinien-
dent Elmer Biegel will report
on a recent meeting he had
with Talent Irrigalion district
officinls at the Ashland cily
councll meeting Tuesday at
Ti30 pam, in the council cham-
bers
Biciel

and irrigation: dis-
bilities of Ashland's purchas-
ing district watep in futwi'e
years,

The couneil traffic commit.
tee will also report on the
traffic light situation at the
corner of Beach st, and Siski-
you. hlyd. near the Lincoln
school.

1211

TV,

television station, KEZI-
45 scheduled lo begin

| broaddusting at 6:30 p.m. to-

day over Channel 9.

| WEATHER

| FORECAST: Partly cloudy to-
night dnd Tuesday except valley
tog farming tanight and diad-|
pating by noon. Low tonlght 35
| High Tueiday near 30

Temp.|
Highest Yesterany 38
Lowest Thix Moarming ] §
| Precip. to I8 am. Today ol

| Qur Skies Tonight

Sunsel today - A pm

Annrise tamourrow T:3T aam.
Mponset tonlght oo BIIR DL
Firat Quariar Dec, 34
The planel, Saturn, seem right

tries he wisited, His travels
taok him to seven Asian na-
tions, Hong Kong and the

Philippines,

ahove the Moon tonight, s now
lraving the evening sky. When
It reappears as @ marning flar
In _Febroary, It will be nr.\fl
near Jupiter.

trict officials discussed possi-|’

Washinglon Mgl Five
hundred and  thirty = seven
presidential electors met in 50
stale capitils loday (o make
official the election of John
F. Kennedy as president of
the United States,

The precise final count re-
in doubt up (o the
Iast minule because of a con-
fuged situation in Hawail and
the lendency of an eceasional
elector 1o cast & “protest' bal

mained

Salem-|" — Oregon's six
voles in the electoral col.
lege went to Vice President
Richard M. Nixon, defealed

Republican candidate f{or
president today.
The law required ihe

state’s six electors {o vole
for Nixon even though he

Eugene-UPl-Oregon's  new-

lost nationally, because he
carriod Oregon in the No:
vember election,

Oregon’s voles were casl
by Mrs. Stella Cutlip, Coos
Bay; Herman Oliver, John
| Day: Mrs. Donald Richard:
son, Salem; Donald L,
Stathos, Medlord; Victor W,
Thomsen, Hood River and
Mrs. Frederick Y. Young,
Portland.

lot. But it sppeared Kennedy
would receive from 300 1o 303
vaotesg, and Vice President
| Richard M
lto 222, depending on who gels
|H.r-. wil's three voles

| Votes in Doubt _
| In Hiwail, both Demaocratic
and Republican electors cast
hnllols, pending a recount of

| the popular vote scheduled 1o | packaging and distribution

Presidential Electors Meet
To Officially Elect Kennedy

DILLON
TREASURY

be completed today, The
state’s three elecloral voles
have been in doubl because
of an extromely cloge race,
recount of some  precinels
switched the state from Nixon
to, Kennedy Salurday by a
margin of 21 ballots

In the Nov. 8 balloting,
from which Kennedy emerged
with a ragor-thin popular vole
margin_ over Nixon, the vot-
ers were actually choosing
the 537 electors rather than
voling directly for & presi
dent, Each state Is alloted a
number of electors equal lo
the total of Its senalors and
housge members

Children in 200 needy fam-

ty will have o Christinas this
yvenr, thanks to the efforts of
the Medford Fire deg ment
and the Medlopd Lady Lions

The Lady Lions during the
week end distributed approxi.
mately 2,500 {oys to 562 chil-
dren. Ench child was given at
least four toys, tanging from
dolls to wagons

Nixon from 210 [though a few new

Mozt of the loys wore do-
d by county residenis, al-
ones wore
purchased by the Lady Lions
| themeelves; City firemon ook
cliarge of the second-hand
toys, repaired and  painted
|them. and then turned them
over 1o the Lady Liohs for

Donald L. Stathos, Medford, ! prior to. matling it

Hies throughout Jackson :'m:n-l

UDALL
__INTERIOR

i
GOLDBERG
LABOR

eleclor and secretary of the
Republican stale central com-
mittee, wrote President-Elvct
John ¥, Kennedy Saturday
nsking that he review the eloc-
tor system for selecting the
president and' vice président
of the United States.

Stalhos stated thatl the elee-
lot' systemy, ns il npw exisis,
Is understood by only a smnll
fraction of the wvoters, and
thnt those who do have some
knowledge of it, do not ap-
prove of the syslem

The local eleclop reported
thot. he disc o the letter
with the other five electors

AIRCRAFT CARRIER

Dozens Believed

TRIBUNE Trapped Below

Decks of Ship

Firemen Cut Through
Hull of Flat-Top

New York -ium A disastrous

|f|:'v {lashed oul of control
through the aircrafi carrier
Constellation today, trapping
dozens of Brooklyn Navy
Yard workers below decks
and  heavily  damaging  tha

Nuvy's biggest and most ad+
vancoed carrier.

Al lenst 20 workers were
reported killed and 100 ine
Jured, Firemen were cutting
through the hull of the listing
{lgt-top. a $275 milllon dollar
ship; 1o rench trapped men
tapping on the sides for help.
The fire department reports
cd 61 men were missing,

A ruptured ean of inflams
mable Hquid and a welder's
torch set off the biaze which
exploded through the carrier
Al 0 o, (PST) while 3,000
workers were readying it lop
den duty,

Men Below Decks

Three hours later the fire

burst oul with' new foree, and
the ship was listing four da-
grees Lo starboard. Firemen
were still battling o reach an
unknown, number of men
ctiught below decks in swirle
ing smoke and ame
The Navy opened sea cocks
on tho left side in an effort
Lo save the ship from enpsiz-
ing ps the huge lner Nare
mandie did at another New
York pier in 1842,
Fire Commissioner Edward
J. Cavanagh fald he would
order firemen off the ship It
it listed to five degrees, Fires
men were pouring just enough
waler Into” the stioking flat-
top' to keep the fire [rom
spreading. )
Cavanagh called for mora
fire pquipment to fighl the 10-
alorm biaze. !
Port Tanks Flooded’

“If It lists one more degres
I will have tororder the ship
evacuated," Cavanagh siid.
But when the Navy flooded
the port tanks of the vessel,
the carrier eased back to ona
degree st

Firemen sald they could
hear irapped men knocking on
the port side of the carrler,
Another group could be heard
tapping on a bulkhead of the
ship,
Cavinngh told reporters at
the s2ene: V1 fear there will be
quite a few eosulaties”

“Phere Is no way of de-
termining how many men are
trapped,” sald Fire Chlet
George David, "This Is llke
flghting a fire In a big city it
I8’ 80 huge."

Spark Started Fire

A Navy spokesman sald tha
tire was started by a punce
tured fuel drum which was Ig-
nited by a spark or welder's
torch, Flames spread llke
lightning through the entire
hangur deck of the carrier.

Many of the workers leaped
into the freezing waters of tho
East river. Olhers climbed
pver the sides of the ship and
down ladders and ropes to
walling tugboats.

Firemien were hampered in
fighting fire by n dense snow-
storm which starled not long
after the fire hroke out,

Oil soaked and choking shipe
yard workers struggled (o
safoty and (old of hearing an
explesion and ‘seeing the tows

ering flames shoot from the
vessel moments later,

The project hias been an an-
nal one for the fire deparl-
| ment sinde 1928 and for the
Lady Lions just a few years
| less

Both Fire Chief Gordon
Barker and Mrs. Thelma

Diinrmaga, cochalpman  of
the project for the Lions aux-
iliary, called this yeur's proj-
ecl a “definite suceess” Mrs.
Alan  Jewett was the other
project chairman for the Lady,
Lions.

Including among the toys
| this year were 650 dolla. Each
|doll was outfitted in a new
|sot ol clothes by the Lady
| Lions and sdveral other sory.
Ilt‘i‘ clubs in the Medlord area.

Barker said firemen at the

Fire D_epartment, Lady Lions Distribute
Toys to Needy Jackson County Families

central fire statlon repafred
the toys and firemen al the
two branch. siations did the
painting. All of the city fire-
men assisted in the project,
e sald, doing the work in
their spare time.

Repair of the toys was
completed Friday and they
were furned over tn the Lady
Lions for packaging. Sature
diy and Sunday the women
distributed the loys from the
Mayflower warehouse, on
North Fir st

Mrs, Dzlarmaga sald no toys
were distributed to teen-aga
children his year, which
would aceount for n somewhnt
lesser demand for toys this

year compared o lasl.

Many Medfor

d §tore§ Will Remain Open Evenings This Weelk

-




