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CLEANS STOVE — Mrs. Edna Valenting,
Jacksonville postmaster's wife, daubs on
slove blacking In a room of the old U.S,
hotel' In Jacksonville, Mrs. Dwight L,
Houghton, of Lhe Siskiyou Ploneer Sites

Foundation looks on. The room
recently for a meeting of the Sites Founda-
Hon to discuss the rehabilitation of the plo-
neer Hotel. Mri. Houghton donated some of
the fixtures:in the room,

was used

PIONEER HOTEL—This Is the way the old
United Stales hotel used to loak in Jackson-
ville's planeer days as piclured by pioheer
photographer Peler Brill. Notice the band
in uniform, the old gas light in the [ore-
pround, the dirt streets ‘and the sign Uniled
Stules Saloon. It was constructed by George
W. Holt from bricks of clay taken from

er's wife,

Stillwaler, Okla~A moment
of absent-mindedness by Mrs,
Clara  Purdy was credited
with saving a bullding on the

bered she had forgollen her
purse,

When she reenlered the
bullding she smelled smoke
Oklahoma  Stale University | and called the fire depart-
campis, ment which found a blaze

Onee oulside she rmm:m-|m # partition,
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M Milk Pail Ranglers
| Dee. 3.
Ranglers held their 4-H meot-| also
m/|ing al Linda Sommer's house, | trousers and highly polished
m| We set our goals for the fol-'boots of the period

W | lowing vear
Christimas
Bosxehanged
were served and the meeting | flowing
m Was adjourned

On

‘ MADAME HOLT
Pioneer Hotel Kesper

GEORGE
Builder of U.S. Hotel

Jackson ereek north of town, It was complet-
ed In 1880. The organizations working on
the rehabilitation of the hote! plan o con-
struet the broad second story veranda as
it was when the hotel was In/1ts prime undet
the management of Madame Holt, the build-

Beekman Bank
Among Buildings
To Be Restored

By JOE COWLEY

Mail Tribune Staff Writer

Sweet strains of fiddle mu-
sic accompanied by the shrill
tinkle of an old time piano stir
the stillness of Jacksonville's
historical past asz ladies and
gentlemen dressed in antebel-
lum cosiume swirl over the
floor of the old U.S. hotel
ballrogm

Downstairs a mustachioed
hotel clerk in. frock coat
pushes the holel registry
dcross the ornate counter to
oul-of-state visitors: Gas lights
flicker overhead.

This is the scene which
many patrons and citlzens of
Jacksonville picture today as
they go to work wilh hammer,
gaw and paint-scraper to re-
habilitate the living town of
ploneer history.

Two immediate

goals are

bank and the hotel, As inter-
est snowballs the people re-
sponsible for this rcjuvena-
tion hope other projects will
be started.
Suppor! Projecl
Organizations pushing his
work are the Jacksonville
Lions club, Southern Oregon
Historical Society and the Sis-
kiyou Pioneer Sites Founda-
tion: Backing the local historis
cal society is the Oregon His-
torial Society, which has lak-
en over the lease of the bank
to further its rehabilitation,
Money is always needed in
this kind of work, However,
right now Jacksonville's
Gearge Brewer says they need
anybody and everybody who
ean use a paint scraper, hams
mer, saw and pully knife.
Muany of the windows have
been repaired and the hotel's
front door carcfully scraped
and rehung. A large hole
pried through bricks in the
rear of the building is being
repaired.

The Siskiyou Ploneer Sites
Foundalion recently met in
the rehabilitated hotel lobby.
There the old wopdburning
glove has been polished and
two anclent gas lamps swung
from davits in the celling. Old
paintings haye been hung on
the walls, too.

Large Deluxe Rooms

The old_hotel contains large
deluxe rooms and dining room
on the first floor, plus the
kitchen and lobby. The see-
ond floor holds the huge ball-
room and smaller holel rooms
The broad balcony on which
guests could promenade or
“take the sun" will be re.
stored along the two sides
facing California st. and
Third st,

;\u.-cur(f]ng to historieal noles
an flle in the Jacksonville
Muscum, the U, S. hotel was
completed in 1880 by George
W. Holl a master brick ma-
son. Bricks for the holel were
made of eclay from Jackson
creck north of town,

The property was pur-
chased from Sam Vore in
1870, He was given board and
room for one dollar “for the
rest of his natural lfe," ac
cording to the agreement.
Rooms Had Fireplaces

The downstairs rooms had
fireplaces and some had
stoves,  They were large
enouph for two or three room
apariments,

Guiding spirit behind this
carly day venture was o vivi-
cious, strong-willed French
woman who married George
Holl so she could have her
"dream hotel,” according 1o
ecarly accounts. When out in
publie, so stories tell, Holt
wis made lo walk behind his
wife,

Madam Holt celebrated the
apening of the hotel with a

tehabilitation of the Beekman |

bank

its contents.

TR
CHECKING BANK - The old Beskman clock, Miss Claire Hanley and Ben Trow-

bridge examine what appears lo be an old

in ploneer Jacksonville ; : :
bank book. The loeal historical society has

briefly recently as local historians and mem-
bers of the Southern Oregon Historical So-
cicty made an inspection of the biulding and
Raymand Reter;
picking house operator and a director of the
Incal sociely, checks some of the conlents.

was open
leased the ban
prominent

up the bank.

Off in a corper under the ancient elght-day

more dignified danves,
Through it-all bustled Mad-
ame Holl who smiled graci-
ously at the many compli-
ments on her holel as she saw
to the passing of imported
brandy and wine and dizstri-
bution of dainty sweelmeals
in a gmall ante-room reserved
for the more distinguished
guests and their ladies.
President in Hofel

This ausplcious opening was
followed that fall by the visit
of President and Mrs, Hayes
accompanied by General Sher-
man, famous Civil War com-
mander of union forces. Also
in the party were a number
of cavalry officers, President
Hayes' physician and his wife.

The special Presidential
of the hotel in' a
ing brightly on the sabers and
sidenrms of the U5, Cavalry

Fourth of July ball in 1880,
Many of southern Oregon's|

the Milk Pail

presents

Relrezhments

Douglas Cook,
Reporter

were

notables received espocially
engraved invitations

A smnll polished brass field-
piece glinted in the sun, 1ts|
lanyard was yanked and |

belehed out black smoke with
g roar. This waz o signal for |
dedication specches from the|
| broad second baleony
and unfurling of a silken stars|
|.uul stripos |
Open With Dance |

That night under the yel
lowish glow of the gas lamps
rough looking, heavily beard:

slory

ed miners and ‘'their guls”
stomped to the rhvthm of Pro-|
fossor  Seotl’'s  band, which |
|opened the festivities with a
~rollicking tune.
They mingled with dandi-

fled gentlemen in their high|
stock collars and brocaded|
| vests under jackels with vel-|
vet collars and talls They
wore  the ught-fitting

Their ladies dressed in long

full skirts swoeeping the floor
were gently swung o the)
frains of Straus|

| waltzes ax the early evening!
merriment gave way under
pressure of weariness to the

down from their mounts; They

stood b attention as the Presi- | e

tdent’ and
from the
by General

His lady
carringe,
Sherman
Sinpping the dust from
their pants and stemping the
dust from their boots, the sol.
diers followed the party into

followed

| the hotel where Madam Holt

and town nolables stood
groet the new arrivals,
Sels New Custom

That evening Mrs

(1]

table serving wine. Qut
deference to the President's

1
1

SCRAPE PAINT—George Brewer and Norman Butts, both |
of Jacksonville, scrape at some of the old blistered paint
around a window frame in the pioneer U.S. hotel. Work|
partics have been at the holel almosl every day scraping|
paint, hammering, sawing and generally cleaning up the
pioneer landmark, The people warking on the holel need
donations of money and materials, bul particularly need more
manpower to continue the work,

cepled liquor.
The men excused them-
selves later to sip wine and

smoke Havana cigars of the
period in the Prezidenl's suite
of rooms.

The Presidential party left
early next morning for Rose-
burg, but not befare the bill
was paild, And this provided
one of the livelier anecdotes
of the day. Madame FHolt pre-
sented the President with a
bill for $150,

Looking sternly at the pro-
prietress, the President noled
that the Palace holel in San
Francisco charged only $8 a
day per person.

“Madame, I did not want
lo purchase the hotel, All 1

coach pulled to a stop in front |
whirl of |

slepped | coach

Haves|the
set a new custom among the | and solicited thely continued |
gentitity by turning her wine!| patronoge
| glass upside down on the table|well-llked by the newspaper's
1s wiltresses moved along the | printers since she

wanted was to stay In i1,"” the
President staied. Whereupon

IMudnmc Holt looked the presi-

dust, and with the sun glini-|dentl in the eyve and repeated

Ithr_- price. She finally got it

after much protest,

escort as the troopers swung|Starts Te Flourish

The hotel directly on
Oregon-California slage
route soon starled to
flourish, The French woman
soon  became widely known
and loved for her hotel serv-
which included ‘excellent
She was reported as
warm-hearted."

An advertisement of that
day in the Demoerat-Times
featured her Franco-American
thanked the patrons of
their response

ice
food
“very

me

hotel for
Madame Holt was

regularly

of | brought them cake and wine.

Qutside of President Hayes'

| lndy none of the guests ac-'complaint about his hote] bill,

How About a

Gift Certificate for a New Pipe?
PIPE & GIFT SHOP

Earl's

SP 2.2474

3483 So. Central
Medlord, Ore.

clety for its rehabllitation, Miss Mary Han-
ley and Miss Claire Hanley have been busy
sweeping up the dusl and generally lidying

k to the Oregon Hislorical So-

Madame Holl is reporied lo
have received only one other
complainl. That was from the
manager of the Franco-Ameri-
can hotel in Yreka, Calif., her
chief competitor,

Becomes Sick

He clalmed he became sick
on her donuts. Madame Holl
retorted he should "bry a few
more of the leguminous ber-
ries of which he is so fond.”

Madame Holt was well
known and respected by
everyone on the Pacific coast
until she died when 63 on
April 14, 1884, Services were
held for her at the Jackson-
ville Catholic church and she
was buried in the Jackson-
ville eemetery

Her “dream hotel" was lefl
fo her brother John DeRo-
boam since Madame Holt's
husband had died some years
before her.

However, the hotel manage-
ment missed the enthusiasm
and instinclive business sense
of Madame Holl. It soon ac-
cumulated unpaid morigages
which were held by A. L.
Renter, However, Henrielta
DeRoboam was the highest
bidder when the hotel went
on' the auction block and she
saved it for the family by
paying $4.325 in US. gold
coin, On March 1, 1813, John
DeRoboam: deeded it to his
son, Samuel.

Business Dwindles

As Jacksonville ceased 1o
be on the main travel route
|het\\'enn California and Ore-
|gon and the railroad replaced
the stage coach business for
the hotel gradually dwindled
fo nolhing. Also, Medford
soon became the commereial
center and later ihe county
seal was shifted from Jack.
sonville to Medford.

The hotel later became the
site’ for the Jacksonville mu-
seum, a meeling place for
such local clubs as the Royal
| Neighbors, Bay Scouls, Lions
club and’ Garden club. Parl
of the lower floor was used
as the Jacksonville library un-
tl  the bullding was con-

Small Worlds
Around Us

By Lynn M. Watkins

The Tick is One Pinhead
Who Actually is Dangerous
It's not a wvery Hlustrious
family. Well-known of course,
but with one or two excep:
tions, the members of this
class of living animals are ral-
ed prelty low in human estl
mation, Of the entire group
the daddy-long-legs is proba-
bly the least obnoxious lo the
greatest number of people,
One of the members of the
group, the spider, is tolerated,
but even this one is objec-
tionable to many folks. The
others are treated with hor-
ror, rage, or absolule disgust;
they are the mites, chiggers,
scorpions and the licks, The
ticks are probably the worsl.
There are many kinds: the
cattle tick, dog fick, chicken
lick, ear tick, and Lone Siar
tick.

Millions Lost

The cattle lick (ransmits
tick fever to members of the
bovine family of warm blood-
ed animals, and has caused
millions of dollars loss to cat-
tle ralsers. Peculiar, but the
caltle lick only seems to in-
fect bovines with tick fever,
other animals seam immune.
It would seem (o be the
prize winning statement of all
time, to have had the scien-
tist say that a tick is & mite,
Somehow we alweys thought
of a mite as something sort
of cute, or very, very small
Although the tick is small, he
certainly isn't cute. He's a
monster, a creature thal sucks
the blood from warm blooded
animals.

Ticks are wingless, but they
gel around. They have four
pairs of legs and a grasping
nature, along with an Inex-
haystible amount of palience
They scem able lo spend an
entire lifetimie wailing for
some unsuspecting vielim lo

them to gel aboard.

In actual stature, the indi-
vidual tick doesn't amount to
much. A full grown one
would be about 1/32nd of an
inch in overall lengih. His
head just sbout comes lo a
point, Unlike the sideshow
freak, however, this 'pin-
head" is aclually dangerous.
His one ambition in life is o
drive his poinled head inlo
the flesh of some animal, fill
himself with blood, and later
die on a [full' stomach. Butl
that happy event of death us-
ually does not take place un-
til after a group of eggs are
Iaid, so that the tick race can
go endlessly on,

Arms Act As 'Poinlers’
Localed on either side of
the tlck's head are two arms
which aect as “poinlers,” and
spread apart once the hav
entered the skin of the vietim,
making the tick's removal
preity diffieult. Forceful re-
moval sometimes resulls in

and reenforced most beams
and braces.

In 1859, the Gold Rush
Jubilee proceeds went to the
Sites Foundation for recon-
struction of the hotel. Jack-
sonville citizens and patrons
hope these efforts will con-

demned as unsale.
In 1848, the Jacksonville
Lions club gave it'a new roo£|

tinue until all of the histori-
cal buildings are recon-
structed.

come along close encugh fnrl

pulling the tick in two, 50 se=

cure is lis hold in the vietim’s
flesh

Once attached, the tiek
sucks blood intg its body until
it ean hold no more, then he
drops off to lay eggs and dle.
Butl for the uncounted mil-
lions of licks that patiently
wait on grass stems, leaves,
bushes, (rees, or on the ecarth
itself, only a relatively few
can expect to make the trans-
fer.

Most of them wait in vain
and eventually die after seve-
ral months, their appelite [or
blood unsatisfied—this should
happen to more of them.
(Released by the Register and

Tribune Syndicate, 1960)

Phoenix High fo
Use Readers in
English Classes

Phoenix-Use of

qualllied

personnel lo act as English
theme readers recently wasz
approved by the Phoenix

school board.

The program, according lo
E. B. James, superintendent,
will go into effect immediate-
ly, and will provide a reader

for each full time English
leacher in Phoenix High
school.

The regular teachers will
assign weekly themes to all
high school students, About
half of these will be corrocted
and evaluated by the teacher
aides, and the other half by
the regular English leacher.
The themes will then be re-
lurned lo the students for
correction under the supervie
sion of the regular teacher.
Purpose of Program

The purpose of the program
Is lo impress the oquality, and
inerease the writing oulput
of each high school student,
with all themes being graded
for conlent, usage, punctuas
tion, grammar, spelling, and
style, and thep returned o
the student for correction or
rewriting.

Readers for this program
have been available through
the efforts of Dr, Arthur
Kreisman, chairman of the hu-
manitarian division at Soulh-
ern Oregon college.

A group of more thin 50
gualified aides were sclected
from 300 applicants on the ba-
sis of comprehensive and ex-
acling tests; as well as per-
|sonal inferviews administered
| by Dr. Kretsman and his staff.
These reiders are qualified

L-|[nr use by the schools of the

area who may desire o eme
ploy them for this purpose.

Use of this means for im-
| proving the writing ability of
|hi;i1 school studenis has been
| successfully pursued In a num-
ber of schoals in the country
in recent months, James said.
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Joa Hosick—Funeral Director
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One Call

INVESTIGATE
AND
SAVE

MORTUARY
CEMETERY
MAUSOLEUM
CREMATORY

605 Highland Dr.

Season’s Greetings

FREE

Evergreen branches

tions. Ph o ne 5P 2-5488
or 2-2344 for directions

Reverent, Dignified, Sincere Service

for
decora-

:

L. G. “Lew" Miles

Cemetary Manager
SISKIYou MiMORIALgPARK




