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ingineer Thinks

New Roads Will

Cut Death Rate
By JAMES R. GOLDEN

United Press International
Salt Lake City, Utah UPI)

A Texas highway engineer
thinks the key feature of
modern highways is that they
will slash the traffic death
rate by almost half.

Because of the relative safe-
ty of the new freeways and
interstate roads, Talbot S.
Huff, chief engineer for high-
way design for the Texas
Highway Department, says
speeds of 70-7- miles per hour
should be common once laws
are altered to keep up with
the times.

Huff said at a meeting
here thai several factors will
bring the decrease in traffic
deaths. Major among them is
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design of the roadway itself.
Head-o- collisions are al-

most eliminated as are grade
crossings and intersection
crashes. Still to be reckoned
with are rear-en- smash-up- s

and sideswipes along with the
inevitable numbers who fall
asleep or otherwise veer off
the road.

In his own state-- of Texas,
said Huff, the over-al- l death
rate is about 6.1 per 100 mil-
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highways, the rate is 2.5. Huff
said many engineers agree
the design can bring a drop
in fatalities even when the
limit is in the

category.
Human Error

No one is presently think-
ing of attempting to build an
accident-fre- e highway for the
simple reason it's probably
impossible, Huff said. The
human clement of error and
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