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Methods of Teaching Reading in Schools Bring ebate on Phonics
Scientists Studying Molecule in
Effort To Learn Secrets of Life

Kriilor's Note: l ess than two dc-- . seorets of life would be man's
rntlrii rn srtpiicp cvnoseri Hip sr-- l

Scientists have been trying
lo understand the secrets of
life for centuries. In the last

greatest achievement. Itcrrts of ma iter mid thus
would far overshadow the

century they boiled down thescientific unlocking of the se
quest to this fundamental: If
they were ever going to ex-

pose life's secrets, they would
first, have to understand the

Vast Difference

In Techniques

Opens Discussion

By LOUIS CASSELS
UPI. Correspondent

Ever since Dr. Rudolf
Flesch stired a national con-

troversy with his book, "Why
Johnny Can't Read," U. S.
schools have been telling par-
ents that they do use phonics
to teach reading.

Many parents have accept-
ed this assurance at face value.
They cannot understand why
proponents of basic educa-

tion continue to demand that
schools adopt a phonics meth-

od of reading instruction.
The answer is simple: There

crets of non - living matter
which led to the hydrogen
bomb.
In Distant Future

protiiirrd the hydroRi'n hoinh. now
scientists nroiind the world are ex-

posing the secret of living matter
of llfi" Itself.

Will ihev be fultv successful?
What will It mean if they are? How
much progress lias been made?
Vhit Is the outlook?

Delos Smith, science editor of
Vnlled Press International, tells the
exciting story in four dispatches,
the first of which follows.

molecular organizations andIt may not come in this
generation or in the next or
even In this century. Science
hopes that it will come sooner
rather than later. But It is

By DELOS SMITH
UPI Science Editor

New be-

lieves it has its hands on the
base material of all life. Inrtffm A-- v-s&- v S Vi ?A

livelier life in terms of move-
ment hardly can be imagined,
even though it is on a micro
scopic scale.

There Is no suggestion ot
anarchy in this movement.
The regularity of activity is
that which a drill sergeant
imposes upon his charges. Be-

yond any question, something
is in command, something
which animates and which
also controls.

Generations of scientists
have wracked their brains
trying to identify this some
thing. Their instrumentation
and techniques, rather than
their brains, were Inadequate
for the task. Both have been
vastly improved over the past
two decades, and now science
knows with reasonable eer
tainty what that something is.

It is that queen bee mole
cule-DN- A.

confronted with the fact that
base material of all life is

pg" h u n dreds of

V in all narls of

the chemical relationships In
and among the molecules
which add up to life.
Concentrate on Cell

Only then did they start
making headway. Their atten-
tion became concentrated on
the. cell, the basic unit of life.
Some forms of life have only
one cell but an adult human
being who weighs around 180
pounds has about 60,000 bil-

lion cells. Just one cell can be
made up of millions of mole-
cules and one molecule may
contain no fewer bound
atoms.

Anyone who has ever seen
a single cell, whether from
an onion or a man, magnified
under a microscope never
gels over his astonishment. A

the world, it
is busily turn-

ing the stuff

-- 7 0. :-- -4 - -- 'fit- J P ,aVi&-tar-
. inside out to

learn everylone of its
c o untlcss se- -

i crets.

complex almost beyond com-

prehension.
Molecules generally arc the

smallest units of any given
chemical substance which can
manifest its chemical activity
independently. This molecule
of DNA seems to be life's
queen bee molecule from
which spring all other essen-
tial molecules of life.

Molecules come into being
because certain chemical ele-

ments have affinities for oth-
ers. This causes them to get
bound together. All sub-
stances are made up of ele-

mental atoms bound into mol-
ecules. This is as true of non-

living substances such as air,
water and minerals as of liv-

ing substances such as a jelly
fish, a rose, a rattlesnake and
a person.

The atoms are the same in
the and the living
and some of their molecules
are identical. Therefore, the

Next: What DNA U and
how It works.de Gaulle's visit to promote his plan of

for Algeria.
(UPI Radiolelphoto)

POLICE THROW STONES Riot police pick up cobble-
stones to throw them back at demonstrators ac Algiers dur-

ing protest rioting sparked by French President Charles

ucios smith This base
material is a molecule the
molecule of deoxyribonucleic
ncid, known by the initials
DNA. Science eventually is
going lo get at all its secrets,
you may be sure, and the po-
tential rewards seem to be
without limit.

Cancer and many other
dread diseases could be elimi-
nated The life spans of all
forms of life, and not of hu-
man beings alone, could be

Oregon Congressmen Describe Udal
TUESDAY
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LARGE NAVEL ORANGES

8c LB.

We Reserve the
Right to limit

As Man of Intelligence, Integrity lengthened indefinitely. Peo

Like Mrs. Green. Udall ledSen. Lyndon B. Johnson, butthe red last year, inexcusably 401 S. OAKDALE AVE.
because of the administra

ple or any other organisms
could be born ideally en-

dowed. It might even become
possible to create life forms
which do not now exist.

differences between the non-
living and the living have to
be In tlie differences between

Udall is understood to have
been pleased with Johnson's

By A. ROBERT SMITH
Mail Tribune

Washington Correspondent
Washington - (Special) -

tion's policies on power." Open 7 Days
8 a.m. to 9

i Week
p.m.

the Kennedy campaign in his
stale during the fall election
but failed to carry it for the
Democratic candidate.

later nomination for viceBoth Oregon solons recall the atomic organizations of
their molecules.president. Such an unlocking of theed that Udall was a partici-

pant in their successful work
to correct deficiencies in the

Two Oregon members of Con-

gress who know Stewart
Udall, the new Interior sec Klamath termination act.
retary - designate, describe Udall was described by Ull
him as a man of ability, in man as an expert on Indian

affairs.telligence, courage and in
tegrity. I would expect a drastic

is a vast difference between
using some phonics In teach-

ing reading, which practical-
ly all schools do, and using a
basic phonics approach, which
very few schools do.
Learni Alphabet

In the basic phonics ap-

proach, a child begins by
learning the alphabet. He is

taught to recognize each let-

ter by name, shape and
sound. He learns how letters
are blended together into
sounds called syllables and
words. Since he already
knows thousands of words by
sound, the discovery that let-

ters are symbols of sounds
gives him a "key" by which
he can recognize words when
he sees them in written form.

This was the standard meth-

od of teaching reading for
hundreds of years. It is still
the principal method used in
European schools. But it has
been abandoned by the vast
majdrlty of U.S. schools dur-

ing the past 40 years.
.Today, most U.S. schools

begin reading instruction with
what is commonly called- the
"look-say- " method. It is bas-

ed on the belief that children
should learn to read, from the
outset, in the way that edu-
cated adults read - by taking
in a whole word at a glance.
Visual Clues

Under this method, a child
is first taught to recognize
words by visual clues - that
is, by shape and configura-
tion.
: Later, in the second and
third grades, he learns the
individual letters of the al-

phabet, and thereafter he may
be taught how to use the
sounds of these letters as a

'supplement or alternative to
visual clues in deciphering a

strange word.
This is what schools mean

when they say they use phon-
ics as one of a "variety of
methods" of teaching reading.

Proponents of the "look-say- "

method claim that it en-

ables children to read fast-

er, and with greater compre-
hension. They say that the
phonics approach makes chil-

dren "word-callers- " rather
than "thought-getters- " - that
Is, they learn to pronounce
words but not necessarily to
derive any meaning from
them.

Prononents of phonics re- -

Rep. Edith Green and Rep. shuffle in the Bureau of In
dian Affairs," said Ullman.

He said he thinks Udall
Al U 1 1 man,
who have both
served wi t h
Udall on t h e
same House

does not consider the idea of
termination of federal super
vision over Incnan tribes as

necessary solution for thec o m mittees
s ever since problems of other tribes.

Udall's congressional dis
trict embraces all of Arizona

they came
to Congress,
expect h i m
to be a strong
cabinet mem- -

outside its major city, Phoe

Smith nix, which means as a con-

gressman he had to cope with
many of the different western
problems over which Interior

Udallbcr despite his youth
is 40.

He has been one of my
closest friends and working

has jurisdiction - water, pub-
lic lands, Indians, parks, tim-

ber, etc.v
Allied in Reform Bill

associates for the past six
years," said Uongresswoman
Green of Portland. Udall and Mrs. Green were

Both Mrs. Green and Udall allied in the labor reform bill
came to Congress atier tne
1954 election. Both were ap
pointed to the same commit

fight last year. The refusal of
these two and three other
Democratic members of the
Labor Committee to bow to
organized labor pressure has

tees, Labor and Education ana
the Interior and Insular Af-

fairs committees. Mrs. Green been credited with the com
later left the Interior com mittee's reporting out an ef-

fective reform measure to
match the one Sen. John F.

Kennedy was putting through

mittee after Ullman's election
in 1956 so that he could serve
on that committee.
Great Understanding the Senate.

"He's a man of great abilHe has a great understand
ity and absolute integrity,"
said Mrs. Green.ing of tne promems oi ui

Both congressmen were ac
nlv that the new method

West," said Mrs. Green. "It's
a meaningful appointment as

far as Oregon is concerned.

Many times I have discussed

(which they call "word-gues- s tive in the early period of the
Kennery drive for the presi-

dency. Udall is credited with
wresting the Arizona delega

ing") may sound fine in the-nr-

hut in Dractice it has fill
with him problems oi timoer-ed U.S. schools with a shock tion away from tne torces otland management, access

ingly high proportion of poor
roads and timber sales polireaders.

Goes To Rapid Reading cies that will make possible
successful bidding by the

They deny that children
taught by phonics fail to com-- small timber operator."

Both Oregon lawmakers reDrehend the meaning of tne
called that Udall was with
them in their efforts to put

words they read. And they as-

sert that a child, having once
throueh the federal Hells Canlearned to "sound out

strange words, can and does
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yon dam authorization bill.
A coalition of the Republicango on to rapid visual recog

nltinn nf familiar words. members and several south
ern Democrats kept the bill
hottled ud in that committee

Educators who favor the
now method say that many
children are not "ready" for in 1957 after it had passed the

Senate.reading in the first grade, be
cause of psychological imma "I look forward to a very

agressive Interior Depart
ment administration which

turity or an inability to make
the necessary discriminations
in visual or aural perception.
They say the modern approach
takes account of individual
difference and lets each child

would include some overhaul
ing of some bureaus which I
think is needed," aeciarea
Congressman Ullman of Bak
er.

Ullman contended that the
Interior Department was
downgraded in importance
during the Eisenhower admin-

istration because "the admin-

istration has been less con-

cerned with development of
our own resources, and in
some instances has stymied
development particularly riv-

er development with its poli-

cy of no new starts."
"Bonneville Power admin-

istration was downgraded,"
added Ullman, "and it was in

learn to read at his own pace.
Basic education advocates

assert that all this talk about
"reading readiness" is pseudo-scientifi- c

mumbo-jumb- de-

signed to cover up the fail-

ures of the look-sa- y approach.
Any Can Be Taught

They say that schools using
a basic phonics method have
demonstrated that virtually
any child (other than the
small minority of seriously
handicapped) can be taught
to read in the first grade.

It is difficult for a layman
to know who is right in this
very important controversy.
Most parents will probably
find their attitudes strongly
affprtpri hv what has happen

WHEN AMERICA

SPEAKS

WHO WILL LISTEN?

To be a world influence cul-

turally, spiritually and scien-

tifically requires that our
future citizens be well edu-

cated.
Yet even now many of our

colleges are overcrowded.
And in ton years applications
are expected to double be-

cause of our growing popula-

tion. Many h college
teachers are leaving the cam-

pus for higher paying jobs in

industry and business.

You can help correct this
situation.

Give generously to the col-

lege of your choice.

team mort our current col-

lege crilii. Write for your free

booklet, "OPEN WIDE THE E

DOOR," Box 36, Timet

Square Jtalion, New York 36, N.Y.

Publuhnt n n jWi trttirt i
rntptration mlh The AirrrUtira
Counrit and the Setrtfuiprr

Extculitci Atiocialion,

CLOGSTON'Sed to their own children, If

Metalyour child has learned io
read easily and well by the
new method, you have no rea-

son to doubt Us efficacy.
But if he's stumbling through
school with a "reading dis-

ability" that will handicap
bim all his life, you may be
one of those who feel it is
time for America's schools to

resume teaching the ABC'ss
In the first grade.

Weaiher Stripping
and Screens

titimitn Gladly
Phone SP Evenings


