Methods of Teaching Reading in Schools Bring Dehate on Phonics

Vast Difference
In Techniques
Opens Discussion

By LOUIS CASSELS
UPI Correspondent

Ever since Dr. Rudolf
Flesch stired a national con-
troversy with his book, “Why
Johnny Can't Read,” U, 8,
schools have been telling par-
ents that they do use phoniecs
10 teach reading.

Many parents heve accepl-
ed this assurance at face value,
They cannot understand why
proponents of basle educa-
{lon continue to demand that
schools adopt a phonics meth-
od of reading instruction.

The answer is simple: There
is a vast difference belween
using some phonics in teach-
ing reading, which practical-
ly all schools do, and using a
basic phonies approach, which
very few schools do,

Learns Alphabet

In the baslc phonics ap-
proach, a child begins by
Jearning the alphabet. He Is
tfaught to recognize each lel-
ter by name, shape and
sound, He learns how letters
are blended together Into
sounds called syllables and
words. Since he already
knows thousands of words by
sound, the discovery that let-
ters are symbols of sounds
glves him a “key" by which
he can recognize words when
he sees them In writien form.

This wasg the standard meth-
od of teaching reading for
hundreds of years, It is still
the principal mothod used in
European schools. But it has
been abandoned by the vast
majdrity of U.8. schools dur-
ing the past 40 years,

Today, most U.S. schools
begin reading instruction with
what is commonly called: the
“lopok-say"” methad. It is bas-
ed on the belief that children
should learn to read, from the
oulset, in the way that edu-
cated adults read — by inking
in a whole word at a glance.
Visual Clues

Under this method, a child
is first taught {o recognize

words by visual clues — that |

is, by shape and configura-
tion.

Later, in the second and
{hird grades, he learns the
individusl letters of the al
phabet, and thereafler he may
be taught how fo use the
gounds of these letters as a
*supplement or alternative 1o
visual clues in deciphering a
strange word,

This is what schools mean
when they say they use phon-
fes as one of a ‘variety of
methods! of teaching reading.

Proponents of the *“look-
say" method claim that It en-
ables chilldren to read fast-
er, and with greater compre-
hension, They say that the
phonics approach makes chil-
dren ‘“‘word-callers” rather
than “thought-getters” — that
is, they learn to pronounce
words but not necessarily to
derive any meaning from
them,

Proponetils of phonics re-
ply that the new method
{which they call “word-guess-
ing") may sound fine in the-
ory, but in practice it has fill-
ed U.S, schools with a shock-
ingly high proportion of poor
readers,

Goes To Rapid Reading

They dehy that children
faught by phonies fail to com-
preliend the meaning of the
words they read. And they as-
sert that a child, having once
learned to “sound oul"
strange words, can and does
go on lo rapid visual recog-
nition of familiar words.

Educators wnho favor the
new method say thal many
children are not “ready for
reading in the first grade, be-
cause of psychological Imma-
turity or an inabllity lo make
{he necessary discriminations
in visual or aural perception,
They say the modern approach
{akes account of individual
difference and lets each child
learn to read at his own pace.

Basic educalion advocales
assert that al] this talk about
“preading readiness' is pseudo-
scientific mumbo-jumbo, de-

signed to cover up the fail-|
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By A. ROBERT SMITH
Mail Tribune
Washington Correspondent
Washington — (Special) -
Twa Oregon members of Con-
gress who know Stewart
Udall, the new Interior sec-
relary - designate, describe
him as a man of ability, in-

telligence, courage and In-
tegrity.

Rep. Edith Green and Rep.

L LEr~ Al Ullman,

| who have both

' werved wilh

i Udsll on the
rsame House
e 0 m mittees
t'ever aince
i they came
to Congress,
expect him
to be a strong
cabinel mem-

1
Amith
ber despite his youth, Udall
is 40,
‘"He
closest friends and working

has been one of my

nasoclales for the past six
years,” sald Congresswoman
Green of Portland,

Both Mrs, Green and Udall
came to Congress afler the
1054 election. Both were ap-
polnted to the game commit-
tees, Labor and Education and
the Interior and Insular Af-
fairs commitices. Mrs. Green
later left the Interior com-
mittee after Ullman's election
in 1956 so that he could serve
on that commitiee.

Great Understanding

“He has a great understand-
ing of the problems of the
West,” sald Mrs, Green, “IU's
a meaningful appointment as
far as Oregon is concerned.
Many times I have discussed
with_him problems of timber-
land management, access
roads end timber sales poli-
cles that will make possible
successful  bidding by the
small timber operalor.”

Both Oregon lewmakers re-
called that Udall was with
them in thelr efforts to put
through the federal Hells Can-
vori dam authorization bill,
A coalltion of the Republican
members and several south-
ern Democrats kept the bill
bottled up in that committee
in 1057 after it had passed the
Senate.

“I look forward lo a very
agressive Interior Deparl-
ment administration which
would include some overhaul-
ing of some bureaus which I
think iz nceded;’ declared
Congressman Ullman of Bak-
er.

Ullman contended that the
Interior Department Wwas

downgraded In imporiance
during the Eiscnhower admin-

ures of the look-say approach.| . vion beeause “the admin-

Any Can Be Taught

They say that schools using
a basic phonics method have
demonstrated  that virtually
any child (other than the
small minority of seriously
handicapped) can be taught
to read in the firsl grade.

It is difficult for a layman
to know wha s right in this
very Iimportanl conlroversy.
Most parents will probably
find their attitudes strongly
affected by what has happen-
ed to their own children, If
your child has learned fto
read easily and well by the
new method, you have no rea-
son to doubt its efficacy.
But if he's stumbling through
gchool with a “reading dis
ability” that will handicap
him all his life, you may be
one of those who feel it is
time for America's schools to
resume teaching the ABC'ss
In the first grade.

|our own resources, and
| some

istration has been less con-
cerned with development of
in
instances has stymied
development particularly riv-

oy of no new starts”
“Bonneville Power admin-

istration was downgraded,"”

added Ullman, “and it was in
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to correct deficiencies in the :
Klamath tormination aet,
Udall was described by UL-
man a#s an expert on Indian
affairs.

"I would expece a drastic

dian Affairs," said Ullman,

He said he thinks Udall
does not conslder the idea of
termination of federa! super-
vision ‘over Inaian iribes as
a necessary solution for the
problems of other tribes,

Udall's congressional dis-
triet embriaced all of Arlzulm|
otilside ‘its major eily, Phoe- |
nix, which meang as a con-
gressman he had to cope with
many of the different western
problems over which Interior
has furisdiction = water, pub-
lic lands; Indinng, parks, tim-|

|
[

Udall and Mrg, Green were
allied in the labor reform bill ‘
fight Iast year. The refusal of
these two and three other
Demoeratie members of the |
Labor Committee lo bow to
organized laboer pressure has
been credited with the com-
mitlee's reporting oul sn ef-
feotive reform measure fo
the Senale.

“He's @ man of greal abil-
ity and absolute inlegrily,”
said Mrs. Grean,
Both congressmen Wore ac-
tive in the carly period of the
Kennery drive for the presi-
dency. Udall is credited with
wresting the Arizona delega-
{ion away from the forces of,
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Yot even now many ol our
colleges are oyercrowded.
And in ten years upplications
are expected to double he-
cattse of our growing populs-
tion, Many tap-notch college
tetichers are leaving the cam-
pus for higher ps
industry and business. |
You can help correct this
situation.

Give genarouely to the col-
lege of your chalce,
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Leamn more about our current eal-
lege erivis, Write for your frae
booklet, "OPEN WILE THE COL-
LEGE DOOR," Box 36, Times
Squara Statien, Now York 36, MY
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