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Gothic Accent at
Holiday Is Habit

By RICHARD HIRSCH
Director Allantown Art
Museum

Uneritically, wa expect
Christmas to be mainl \'g
Gothic.

We expect color reproducs
tions of art works to brighten
the pages of our favorite
periodicals at Christmnpstime,
Thousands of editors will ses
to it that we are nol disap-
pointed. This year, once again,
they have searched museums
and venerable churches for
arl works to reproduce, Most

frequently, these will be
Gothie,

Why?

We rarely ask ourselves

this' question, as obvious as
it is. The superficial answer,
of course, is that the “Gothie-
Ism™ of Christmaus is a matter
of tradition, This is not true,
A tradition has rools or else
the word means nothing. Our
Christmpstide accent on the
Gothic or the early Renais-
sance arts is recent-loo recent
to be called a tradition. It is
merely a recent habit. As
such, it deserves lo be ex.
amined,

Images, Symbols

Man always suslains his
faith with images and sym-
bols. He thinks in Images and
symbols. When lacking such
of his own making, he seces
the world as image and syms-
Bol. He lifts his eyes to the
hills from whenee cometh his
help, looks to the lily of the
field, mentally watches the
progress of a  bright star
across desert and olive grove.

This dependence on imag-
ery Is a unlversal. It is part
of man. He thinks only in
images even in his highest
flights of ereativily, We speak
of his imagination and lorgel
the root of the word. Even the
mathematician ecalls his art
the manipulation of symbols,
neglecting to define this as
manner of seelng.

Those of us who are re
mole from the sciences and
their application’ have falth
in the space age and the space
sclentist because the “aptists'
conceplions’ of space vehicles
which we have seen show us
that there is a slep beyond
our gravily-bound rockets,
Heligious Festival

Predictably, then, a greal
religious festival will be ac-
companied by profuse imag-
ery, as al Christmas, Modern
techniques will multiply such
profusion, will mass-produce
the Imagery.

It could not be olherwise,

One may ask, however,
why the space age secks out
the bulk of this imagery most-
Iy in those arls which were
“modern” before Columbus
or among- the masterpieces of
what we call the Golden Age
of Painting, starting hefore it
was generally accepted that
the earth was nol flat.

No single, simple answer

GOTHIC MOOD - Madonna and Child of the French 14th
Century, an example of the Gothic mood which we associnte
most easily with Christmastime. Strangely, no art of our time
seems equally eloquent, Courtesy of the Walters Art Galiery,

Some Socié@l Security Benefis Will Be Expanded in 1961, Jacobson Points Out
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tional 450,000 people will bel curity  amendments changes
able to draw some social se-| the rules for determining how
curity monthly benefits while| earnings from waork affect a

they are working, Edward B.|person's  right  to  recelve
Jacobsan, manager of the| monthly benelits [
Medford district office said| He expluined further that
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IDEAL
CHRISTMAS GIFTSI

25" x 38"

PICTURE [t
SIZE b simite A
Photographic Murals
Now available! Beautifully framed . . . ready for
hanging or you may buy them unframed.

COLORAMA PAINT CENTER

“Your Silver Dollar Paint Store’
315 East Main Phone SP 2.4564
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THIS CHRISTMAS,

most spectactlar gz’ﬂ of all!

Baltimore, Md.

eral inlerlocking answers can
be adequate.

In the English-speaking
waorld, of course, there is the
matter of our atlachment to
the King James version of the
Gospel, told with the voeabu-
lary of AD, 1611,

In Living Language

Archaiec Ianguage, how-
ever, Is not the answer for,
elsewhere in Christendom, the
Glad Tidings are most fre-
quently read in a living lan-
guage of our times. Neverthe-
less, even in Germany,
France or Italy it Is safe to
say that, this Christmas, the
great color magazines will be
reproducing  mainly  Gothie
and early Renaissance art.
This should surprize us but it
won'l, beealtse of habit, thus
leaving our question largely
unanswered,

The medieval arts which
we call Gothic had an au-
diehce with which we have
priactically nothing in
mon. For this early audience
the stalue, the paintling, the
minlatiire was a presence. It

will be satisfactory, Only sey-

CoIm-|

pleasing  enlerlainment for
the eve. 1t was a separate, a
holy reality. In a special way
it was an' incarnate Word, at
one remove or another,

The sirange thing is that
we feel al home with this art
although its true meaning, ils
motivation and ils essential
gmndcur are remole from us.
We feel at home with the
Gothle allhough even our
deepest devolion cannoi du-
plicate the “climate” in which
it was first viewed, We feel
al home with it although "art
appreciation" has fogged our
vision, (eaching uvs only lo
loolc at the externals of slyle,
to seek only the enlertain-
ment of our eyes in works
quite devoid of such consid-
erations,

Gothic Festival

Christmas, thus, remaing a
Gothic festival of arl. Prayer
in our churches this Christ.
mas will' be imbued with
Golhie color, the color of the
Due de Berry's “Very Rich
Hours,"' the color of illumi-
naled prayer-book an parch-
meni, the color of stained-

leads o an age of

Corbett (D-Portland) for Hn‘nv|

GIVE YOUR FAMILY ALL THE
VIEWING THRILLS OF THE

New Learning,

Is it, perhaps, that we foel
our own {imes can produce no
si¥le worthy of sustaining our
faith? Or is It, more gravely,
that having divoreced the art-| Straub said that in the ficlds
Ist from our soclely, we find|of education and salary in.
he has' accepled the separa-|creases, Goy., Mark Hatfield's
lion and has, for the {irst|1081-63 budgel is “realistic.”

ite President, But it appeirs
that Sen, Harey Boivin (D-
Klamalh Falls) with GOP sip- |
port has the presidency as-

time in history, relinquished N S T T TS
Hatfield Having
place?
If color pages in your fa-
truly, what has occurred,|ficld revealed Thursday he is
some thought seems called | having a fallout shelter built

his function as prophet, as

Shelter Built
vorite periodical prove, this e er ""
for. in ‘his home here,

seer, as priest in the holy
Christmastide, that this s, Salem-{Pl-Gov. Mark Hat-
By rights the artist is the Huatfield said the Unit Ma-

symbol-milker, the Inflerpreter|sonry association, a lahor
of the universals which bind| management group, wounld
men together and lead them|construct the sheller. Some

to their Source. Thirly thou.
sand years of “art"” history
prove this. When the past|ernors tb build them and
along suslains our pray r.‘}iut[ivlﬁ agreed it was & good
some grievous belrayal has!liden
befallen both artlsl and pub-| The governor alzo gald he is
lie, recommending to the 1961
Spirit, then and alene, can|logislanture a plan whereby
{ill the vacuum. i Oregon cilizens who bulld
(Copyright 1860, General |shellers in (hoir hames could
Features Corp.) get tnx wriie-offs on the cost,

time ago New York Gov. Nel-
son Rockefeller urged all gov-

was nol, merely, as for us; a
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Open Monday
Thru Friday
Till' 9 P.M.
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Slippers! See our gay profusion
of beautiful slippers, cach

designed to steal a heart!

sured. |

Black Velvet
5.95

Pink and White
4,95

most zwanted Gift of all. . .

BIGGEST, CLEAREST, MOST

EXCITING PICTURE IN TELEVISION
+++ BLENDED WITH FINEST

MAGNAVOX HIGH FIDELITY SOUND.

in mahogany

$35950

aptional convenient wireless remole tuning

ful hand-rubbed finishes.

The Magnavox Spectacular Playhouse 27,

selected fine wooos.

PURU

MUSIC

111 North Central

The Magnavox Spectacular 27

L]
TRADE YOUR OLD SMALL SCREEN SET NOW-NOTHING ELSE CAN EQUAL ITS LIFELIKE SIZE,
CLARITY AND DEPTH! Compare this 400 sq. in. optically filtered picture that makes such a
breathtaking difference In realism. 130 sq, In, more picture in a beautiful cabinet no larger than
the widely publicized 23" models ... yel, it costs you only very littie more. Finest, most dependable
Magnapower Gold Seal chassis, Four high fidelity speakers for superb tone. For only slight extra
cost, you may select wonderfully convenient Magnavox wireless remote tuning that gives you
“at the set control” from the comfort of your easy chalr, Come In and select from several baauti-

All screen slzen dlagonal measura,

27" TV COMPLETE WITH
SUPERB FM RADIO THAT
LETS YOU ENJOY
BEAUTIFUL FM MUSIC
ALL DAY LONG.

539950

In genuine mahogany
on tapered legs

on optional Cantemporary siand, $20.00 extra.

... all at a price you'd expect to pay for the TV alone! Concerts, opera, jazz ., , day
ornight ... whatever you wish to hear . , . all come to you with thrilling new realisi with
Magnavox FM radio, Mo static or station drift to mar your listening pleasure. The FM
tadio operates completely independently of tha TV chassis—utilizes only the four
Magnavox high fidelity speakers and the heavy, acoustically perfected cabinet. Other
features include: Chromatic optically filterad screan, Magnapower Gold Seal chassis and
optional eanvenient .wiralass remote tuning. Select from three beautiful styles in

There is a beautiful Magnavox TV style for avery setting . . . and a madel for
every budget, priced from only $179.90.

CKER

HOUSE

Direct Factory Dealer

Phone SP 3-7538




