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Toy Business

Running Ahead

Of 1959 Season
Br RALPH VILLERS

United Prut International
New York (UPD Play is

big business - something like
mm n mm mm. mm mmmw mm

WE'VE LOWERED OUR PRICES TO "ROCK BOTTOM"!
WE REFUSE TO BE BEAT. YOU CAN SHOP HERE WITH
CONFIDENCE KNOWING YOU PAY THE LOWEST
PRICES IN TOWN FOR QUALITY GOODS!
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$1.63 billion a year - and the
Christmas season is when it
rings the cash registers loud-
est. '

The toy business is up this
year. The 450 members of the
Toy Manufacturers ot the
U.S.A., Inc., a trade organiza-
tion, report shipments for the
first nine months of 1960
were running 7.7 per cent
ahead of the same period in
1959.

At the same time, imports
of toys have been cutting into
the domestic market. Imports
rose by 85 per cent from 1955
to 1959.

But, the population increase
has broadened the market,
and there's no lack of custom-
ers.

Along with the population
explosion goes the general
rise in the standard of living- a very important factor
which makes more costly toys
more readily acceptable.

Not many years back prac-
tically the only costly items
were in the realm of electric
train sets, bicycles and the
other locomotion toys.

Today, there are numerous
toys in the $20 to $30 and
higher categories-an- d they're
selling.

Some of the larger dolls
carry a $25 or $30 price tag.
There's a Yukon Dog Sled this
year big enough for a child to
sit in, and equipped with a
harness for dog locomotion.
The price is $29.95.

Emenee is offering the first
electric chord organ on the
toy market at $29.95. The
American Flyer Stock Car
Race, in which two tiny cars
race around a metal track
under electric power, sells for
$34.95. And the Automat, a
series of kits with precision
gears and other equipment for
constructing automation mod-
els, retails anywhere from
$44.95 to $200.

And, for the person who
wants to spend a little more,
Steiff, a German maker of,
stuffed toys, has a life-siz- e

moose at $750. But, like the
other producers of higher
price toys, it also offers low-co-

items, say a lady bird for
35 cents. '

The Toy Manufacturers
credit the rise in the standard
of living for opening the mar-
ket for higher priced items.

But, here is an Interesting
fact. Charles S. Raizen, presi-
dent of the manufacturers'
group, notes that with the ris-

ing tide of sales, profits of
member firms averaged under
2 cents per dollar of sales in
1959. That compares with an
average of 4.8 cents per dol-
lar of sales earned by all U.S.
manufacturing corporations
In 1959.

Another thing toy manu-
facturers have to contend
with is price cutting.' They
suggest retail prices, but
stores out after the business
trim the prices - sometimes to
even less than the wholesale
cost.

For example, one $12 me-

chanical toy was going for
$5.55 in a New York store. A
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Price shouldn't be the con-
sidered factor in buying toys,
according to the Toy Guidance
Council, an independent or-

ganization which has a group
of educators pass on the toys
and age-gra- them for suit-

ability.
"Poor quality toys can be

wasteful from not only the
money standpoint, but also
can be dangerous and frus-

trating to a child," a spokes-
man pointed out.

"The key to toy buying,"
he said, "should be age suit-

ability, along with a knowl-
edge of the child. If it's too
complicated, or too simple,
it's no good. It has to stimu-
late the imagination and chal-

lenge the child."
An example of whs', he

meant was the virtual failure
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The toys of that time were of
the space fantasy or Buck
Rogers type, the spokesman
said, but since Sputnik and
the satellites there's been a
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resurgence of toys in the
space fact category, and the
sales are growing.

A vice president of the
council noted that he had nev-

er seen such a collection of
professicnal-typ- e science toys. 5 . 100
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Such is one of the reasons
that U.S. toy manufacturers WE RESERVE THE RIGHT TO LIMIT QUANTITIESMtdford Store Open Until 10
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are claiming ability to get an
increasing share of .the con-

sumer's dollar.
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State Prison's top bloodhound
"Zip," trapped two escaped
convicts in a woodpile Wed
nesday, then tried to prove
to them he was sun man ir ASHLANDbest friend. Soon as he had MEDFORD

13th and Central 1475 Siskiyou Blvd.
cornered them, Zip affection-

ately licked one of the fugl-te- s

on the face.


