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PRESIDENT'S MESSAGE AWAITED-With
tHé natlon uncertain and norvous, o lame
duck Congress mel In December, 1860,
awailing a State of the Union message [rom by Thomas
PBresident Buchanan. The me ¢ whs sent 1081,
Dec, 4 and it served only to alicnale every- ple
otie. Buchanan's allempt at compromise f{ell

fial. He trict
and slavery,

CIVIL WAR

~ | nothing to lose and everything

to straddle the lssues, sceession
and sucededed oaly on enrag-

Ing both sides, This political cartoon drawn

W. Strong, published in early

reflects (he opinfons most of the peo-
had for Buchanan afler

the message.
(UPI Telephoto)

Buchanan Angers North,South

By MERTON T. AKERS
UPI Correspondent
* A lame duck Congress mei
In Washinglon Dee, 3, 1860, '».mn. o e s A
Aiest and Bty ouz, sinn ~ South Coaroling,
This second' session of the|gppl, Alabama, Florida #nc
36th Cangress, meeting nearly | Geopgin, Hot heads (n Ar
a month after its successor hod | kungas, Tennessee, Not !l

A waving statute, and this wa
the State of the Unfon;
Five Southern stales

been e lecled, bul nol yoll@aroling and Louisiann were

fworh in, accurately réflected| on {he verge of
the perplexity of the counlry.| Toxans were pushing
On that winter day in the{governor, Sam Houston

capltal, plgs still wandered In | staunch unlonist and Indian
de-

fhe muddy strests. The un-| fighter,
{inished dome of the Capitol | elsion.
bore a construction crane like

loward the same
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had
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disunion,
their

Abraham Linc l)|f| presi-

5 denb-elect and hree

Springlicld, I11.,

Jumes Buchanan,

months
away from power, sal silent in
spasmodical-
ly working behind the scenes,
lame
ducle President torn by Inde-
cigion and swayed by a South-

Senate, Republicans the
House, Soulhern Democrats
guided their parly councils
and could prevent the Repub-
lican Senate minority from
forming coalitions. Congress-
men from the Lower South,
where the machinery of seces-
sion was already grinding, had

o gain by retaining thelr
seats, They wanted separation,
but they wanted It without
" | war ard Congress was the
arena for mancuver.

Compromise, time - honored
method of administering the
Repuklie, seemed only a straw
to reach for, but all sides were
ready to try, at least for the
record,

President Buchanan's mes-
sage came by messenger at
noon on Dec, 4.

Message Straddles Isaue

It wus a curious one. Bu-
chanan hoped it conlained
somelhing for everyone, Ac-
tually it contalned something
{o alienate everyane,

The President argued in one
‘breath that secession was un-
congtitutional and In the next
that neither Congress nor the
President had the power (o
force a state io remain in Lhe
Union. Although the country
was greal and powerful, Bu-
chanan wrote, it did not have
the right to make war on g
state, If it did have the right
to make war on a stale, he
held *“the resulting loss of
blood and reasure would
make fulure reconciliation (m-
possible.”

“The facl is that our Union
rests on public opinion, and
can never be cemented by the
blood of its citizens shed in
civil war, If it can not live In
the affections of the people, it
must one day perish.”

ern-dominated  enbinel, pre- 3 w
!l pared his State of the Unlon Why waa ',1'9 country In this
messoge with a lwo - nibbed predicament?, Buchanan, ask-

pen,
o ton) 8.C,, harbor,
Anderson, USA, strove mighti-
ly to wall up his ring of forls
against the halr-trigger mill-
tia.

North Lethargic

Public opinion across lhe
Northern stales seemed lethar-
gic, even pnralyzed.

When the Congress assem-
bled, Southern members all
were in their  Seals  except
Sens. James Chestnul  and
Jumes: H, Hammond of South
Carolina, They had indignant-
ly resigned after the election
of Lincoln. But the South
Caroling House delegation
was on hand in [ull force,
walting and watching,
Democrals dominated the
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JIM GRIF

>3 FOR FULL INFORMATION ON SAFE, CLEAN, ECONOMICAL
ELECTRIC HEAT, VISIT A CAL/ORE ELECTRICAL LEAGLUIE

BAUMER'S SHEET METAL & HEATING
Riverside—NModford—SP 3-

1127 Court Strect—Medfopd—S¥P &-

Grape—Mediord—ST 3-1871

237 East Miuin—Medford—SIP" 3.2811
RL 2, Gibbon Rond—Central Point—NO 42081

613 East Jackson—Med{ord—SP 3-5368
ROGUE ELECTRIC SERVICE

RUSH ELECTRIC COMPANY
1023 8, Riverside—Mcedlord—SP 2-4960
YO'W'S HEATING, AIR CONDITIONING & SHEET METAL

1728 N, Riverside—Medlford—SP 2-4534

GRAHAM'S ELECTRIC SERVICE
1205 Sage Road—Medford—SEP 2-
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On the rim of e Charles-
Ma), Robert

ed, Because of Northern anti-
slavery agitatlon, which had
harrled the South until:
“Many a matron throughout
{he South retires al night in
dread of what may befail her-
self and her children before
maorning.”
The spirit of John Brown,
hanged this one year and two
days, was marching.
It wasn’l the election of Lin-
coln, but Norithern state laws
rectognizing the Negro as a
man Instead of a chattel, that
had endangered the South,
Buchanan wrole. Unless Lhese
laws were repealed, the Scuth,
having used all peaceful

means for redress, would be |’

MEDFORD'S Compact
SHOPPING CENTER

COMPLETE SHOPPING UNDER ONE ROOF
HIGHWAY 99 NORTH
Store Hours: 8 A.M, 1o 9 P.M. Every Day

HUNGRY JACK

MARKET

SYRUP
COFFEE

NESTLES

TREE TOP

justitied in revolution.
Amendment Scught

Buchanan held that federal
forts In the South were gov-
ernment property beyond
question and ciled the fact
that the South Carolina' forts
had been purchased with the
consenl of the legislature and
the authority over them had
been granted to Congress,

The President made one
recommendation to meet the
crisis, He suggested a constl-
tutional amendment lo elarify
slavery. This amendment
would recognize the right of
property in slaves in states
whrere slavery existed or
where it might exisl, guaran-
tee the right of slave owners
in territories until they were
admitled os stales and declare
all Northern laws abridging
the Fugitive Slave Aet uncon-
stitutional,

Reaction was immediate,
all against Buchanan., A half
dozen Southern senators
quickly arose to denounce the
MOessARe.

Way out west in Spring.
field, Lincoln made no record-
ed commentl. But his position
on the two main points of the
messige were pretty  well
known. Where Buchanan was
ready o meet the demands of
the South [for extension of
slavery, Lincoln was pledged
against it, personally and by
the Republican platform.
Where Buchakan contended
that the President must ex-
eciite the laws but that he was
unable to do so constitution-
ally, Lincoln held that it was
thg President's duly to do so.

Compromise Tried

The first of several altempts
to find a compromise out of
the erisis came the same day
Buchanon sent his message.

On motion of Alexinder R.
Boleler, Virginia  aristoeral
elected 1in opposition to the
regular Democratic slate, the
House voted, 145 to 38, to sct

up a committee of one member
from each state to consider the |
perils of the moment. All the
opposition voles came from
the Republicans. Some of ”It‘h
Southerners abstained
On Dee, §, Speaker William |
Pennington mude his appoint.
ments to the House commitiee
whieh would be known as the
Committee of 33. Pennington's
cholees were unfortunate.
While badanced with 16 Re.
publicans, 14 Democrials and
three Independents, Penning:
ton Ignored Douglas Demo-
eriats and his Southern choices
were denouticed as unrepres|
sentative,

His cholee for chairman,
Tomt Corwin of Ohio, wias a
strong one, Corwin had con-
siderable stature, He had
been governor of Ohio, a U.S,
senator and secrelary of the
treasury in the early "50's.
There would be much talk
about compromise before this
lame duck session of Congross
was ended but , . . .

(Next Week - Desertionn
from Buchanan basin

PANCAKE MIX

INSTANT CHOCOLATE
DRINK MIX
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MAXWELL HOUSE
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29" -

APPLE JUIGE

The Finest

FRESH BONELESS

A REAL Economy DISH
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: Yes, you get ROCK BOTTOM PRICES every
day plus those VALUABLE

SILVER DOLLAR STAMPS

\ ® that this means that for sach $48.00 you spen
with @ merchant that gives SILVER DOLLA
STAMPS ha is giving $1.00 back te you.

o 0.

you may get with your stamps.

SPECIAL BONUS

In the BIG Y NON-FOOD depts. we will give
you $1.15 in trade for sach filled bhook,

USE THEM FOR CHRISTMAS!
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NEW CROP— Seasons First

NAVEL ORANGES

GOLDEN
DELICIOUS

APPLES

5-LB.
BAG
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FALL CLOSE-OUT

DAFFODIL and
TULIP BULBS

12 PRICE

FRESH
PACK

BEAN SPROUTS
CHOP SUEY

Y.

Our Produce is
Always Pampered

FOR THE BESTBUY

SHOP THEBIGY
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APRICOTS
TUNA FiSH

CHEESE

MACARONI or

SPAGHETTI

CAKE MIX
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