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‘sold war'' that hos existed be-
oman Cathollcism since the

her past, but it is passing.”

Lo help
New Orleans-The -:pni:mm.m for a group cilering
white parentis bring thelr children to an integraled school:

"People call up volunteer
want to go over there to the
would be a terrible mistake,
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ing 1o do anything, They evan
tchool in big groups. Bui that
I'm afraid all hell might break
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her by using
in' my column
some ordinary
word for a dis
sease —a word
which sears

Because for years she has

folik = my father and my
mother — who always, in our
home, spoke with kindliness
and courtesy. Perhaps as a
result, all my life I have been
much averse lo hurting any-
one.

1t I'do keep using In this
eolumn the good old English
names for three or four dread
diseases, 1 have a reason for
doing it, 1T am nol doipng it
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prefer to say, “dysrhythmia
in his electroencephalogram,”
or a mythical low blood sugar,
Actually, in this column I
am concerncéd nol only with
legsening the mental suffer-

ed with dolng something to

for using the ward Insanily,
but that ls the proper legal
term for the disease of a psy-
chotle. pergon who has had to
be committed. My feeling s
that since we all of us are
going to keep hearing the
words that displease ug, we
might as well - all of us -
toughen up and get uscd lo
them,

Why do 1 belleve In ming

{rom Ignorance or 111 will,
Some 80 years ago my [ather,
an able physician, used o say
to me that/if & woman brought
in her eplleptic ehilld for treat.
ment, and the words epilepsy
or fiis were mentioned, she
would leave, hurt and angry,
and would nol come back
Hence, already in that early
day, wise physicians told the
mother, as many do loday,
that the disease cerlainly
wasn'l epllepsy, and il wagn'l

sees & child with a severe
epllepsy may tell the mother
that it isall due lo.a low blood
sugar, and {hen she loves him
for this evasion of the (ruth,
Why do 1 say evasion? Be-
cauge al Mayo's the neur-
ologists looked for a low blood
siigar In over 2,000 casex of
people with seizures and fail-
ed lo find a case.

My (father used to go on
and tell me that Hippocrates,
the Greek "Father of Medl:
cing," who wrole aboul 450
B.C,, had similar troubles,
But begause he was a brave
man, with strong principles,
and because he deeply re-
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the proper words for a di-
spase, and nol some subler-
fuge, and why do 1T wunt pea-
ple Lo get over being so angry
and hurt'when they hear the
word they have come to hate?
Because I lived through some
of the many years In which
we doclors could de almost
nothing te reduce the high
incidence of ‘consumplion”
(tuberculosis) because people
did nol want to hear that thens
very-common disense mention-

Ineapacitating veneral disease
In the Armed Forces, In that
dity mo editor In the land was
permitled o mention  (he
word syphilis in his news.
paper. As a resull, no health
officer could protest Lo Lthe
familles of soldicrs about the

encampments full of diseased
women which were bullt up
and maintalned right outside
the gate of an Army post.

Ounly when a dread disense
Is dragged oul into the light
of day; only when our people
cin be made 1o see the great
serlousness of a problem llke
that of polio or tuberculosis:
anly when we stop “sweep-
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— as a specially bad dis¢nse
in which a god sltuck (he
persan down, or a demon en-
tered into him = he kept talk-
Ing aboul the trouble, strug-
gling always to gel people to

big-hearted  people come to
see how they con do their hit
o wipe the disease off the
face of the earth, do they
come fo us doctors with un-
derstanding, help, money,
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or a demon has notliing to'do
with it

Some persons. who wrile
me to compliin but who do it
with calm and trbanity say
that I ought never to use the
common  words: always
should use substitules of re-
cént origin. These people are
like those many who, having
once gone through the great
sorfow of burying an adored
child never again want to
hear the word “undertalker.”
They find relief In always
saying mortician. Now I won-
der what new word they will

-

8o please, good people, for-
glve me if, al time, I hurt
you, Only ax all of us come
to face facls bravely, will we
be able to wipe out the di-
scazes that still curse our
humanity, Aslong as we hide
the truth, our children will
have lo go on suffering.
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