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Portrait of a Fire

Tape Recorder

By EDWARD V, McCARTHY

Naw York - U0 - At 5:12
p.m. on Friday, Nov. 18, a
tape recorder in Manhutlun
fire alarm headquarters ticked
off the aulomatie signal "3-
100-28" from the downtown
neighborhood known to fire
men as "Hell's 50 Acres"

The elecironic message slg-
nalled that a warchou a's pri-
vale alarm system had detect.
ed fire st Broadway and
Grand si. A dispatcher check-
ed the number off a'llle card
and trapsmitted a bell signal.
Within seconds, Engine Com-
pany 3, Ladder Company 20
and a hattalion chief radioed
back “on the way."

Lived Up To Dread

In the next eight hoeurs,
lower Broadwoy lived up lo
all the dread expressed in ils
nlekname of “Hell's 50
Acres.

A force rivalling the
strength of an army division
was deployed in batile-fire-
men, pollee;, emergency “ork-
ers and hospital disaster
erews. Half of Manhattan Ts-
land went on a war fopting,
And before the nlght wis ovoer
the fedarsome bell signal *'5-5-
5:3" sounded In 270 New York
fire stutions 1o report that fire-
men were dead in aetion,

This was no civil defense
alert or cold war flareup, It
was fire, the anclent enciny of
every clty, A a memorial lo
those who die fighting fire
and a reminder to those v'hose
carclessness can courl the dis
aster of uncontrolled flame;
here Is the story of Alarm 3:
100-268-a conflagration that de-
stroyed or damaged slx New
York bulldings, killed three
firemen, and sel off a massive
investigation 'of New York's
abilily to protect Itsell from
fts biggest enemy even In the
era of the A-bomb,

One of 83 Calls

The 5:12 pm, signal was
one of B3 calls received Nov.
18 at the Manhallan alarm
headguurters in the middle of
Central Park, Flashing lights,
a buzzer and the recorded
tape took down the electronic
message triggered when heat
melted a detector head in the
basement of 463 Broady [
five-story masonry leftover of
the lnst century.

“Hell's 80 Acres” a dingy
lower Wesl Side hive of
crowded “loft bulldings" highs
cellinged commercial  strues
1ures duting bnek to the late
18008, Small firms jam Into
them nand fire hazards are
TUmerous,

Six firemen died in Februs
ary, 1068, In a loft bullding
fire a block away., The next
month, 24 workers lost their
li\'c: In a similar blaze near-

mmwrrins the automutic
alurm Ifrom 403 Brondway, a
digpatcher sent oul the bell
signal which started Engine
81 and Ladder Tiuck 20 and
Battalion Chief Harold Ander-
gon on a routine "run."”

Four minutes later, Ander-
son radloed back (rom his enr

“send oul Box 100" The
fire was too much for "one
and one” Fire Depariment
ulang for one pumper and one
ladder truck. This brought
two more engine companics,
another Indder truck and
Squec Unit 8, The latter ls n
manpower unit which travely
without pump or ladder equip-
ment.

Six minutes after the flrst
alarm, a diversion sent chief
dispntcher Thomas Redm “d
fnto full action, Box B8 at
Fronkfurt and Gold sl 15
blocks away In “Hell's 50
Acros,” rang out (he news of
another fire.

Redmond sent two engine
compinles, two lodder trucks
and Another squad to that los
vition and began to worry. A
veleran of 40 years as o dis:
patcher, Redmond knew this
neighborhood; he didn't lke
the idea of two boxes “hitting
in'" 50 close logether,

Fears Justitied

His fears soon were justl
fled. At 5:28 pani, Battalion
Chief Willlam 1. Helden ra-
dioed and ssked for o full
first alarm assignment at Box
08, Five minutes later, Chief
Helden reported he waos uging
“all hands" on a Hire sweeping
up an airshaft in a five slory
warehouse bullding,

Al 520 the radio barkid,
Yy order of Chief Helden,
transmit a second alarm for
Box §8 , . ." lor the Gold st
fire,

Now the pace quickened, Al
530 pm.ocame the radlo mes-
sage, “by order of Chief An:
derson, transmit a 2nd dlarm
for Dox 188 . | ." tor the fire
al 463 Brondway.

The compunies. Anderson
needed on Broadway wei al-

bullding in New York City,

Cavanagh ordered his driver
to head for Box 100

Al Box 100, things
happening fost, oo fast,
When  Engine 1 il!'!'l\'l'i'!‘

were

first at the'scene, LL. John A
MeDermott and firemnn Fron-
clx J, Snmmon, Join
ner, Robert Barnickle nndl
Royal Fox plunged into the
smoke-filled collar of o fives
story textlle bullding They
wora masles, cargled o wolkle-
talkie and drogged o hose line
with them.

BLAZE CLAIMS FIREMEN—Firemen are
shown In actlon during a hlaze
Three

Signal Starts Series of Events at ‘Hell's 50 Acres’

In o loft
liremen

As the second alarm com-

‘pimu-a wore arrlving, Barn.
jekle dnd Fox emerged,
ing
f|||'l'
mered
¢, Cos-|find no fire,
playud o hose on e wills of

Hisp-
They were burned on the
They stam-
they could
when they

hands
out  that
hut

and

the cellar, the water turned
to steam,

Conditlons  were go  bad,
they sald, all five decided o

pull outl, The two were righed
off 1o Bollovue hospital,

Small Worlds
Around Us

By Lynn M. Watkins

That *Wild Canary' is Wild
And Yellow-But No Canary
The vivavious little yellow
bird that so glecfully flits
through the orchard, acrogs
the lawn or In the flowering
shtubs of the eily phrk dnd
wlhileh we so often eall the
Ywild ennnry” Is truly wild
and surely yellow In color.
Bul it ig certainly not o cps
nary.

Even a casual observation
of this cheerful little warbler
will reveal muany striking dif-
fevences between 1t and Lthase
menmbers of birddom known
as the canaries.

The genuine gannry lns o
stout, heavy bill sultable fop
the crughing of sceds, while
the yellow warbler, wrongly
called "canary,’” has a shoarp,
slender, rather dellente Bl
sulted to the caplure und cat
ing of insgcts,

Of all the warbler family, |
and it Is an exceedingly larie |
one, the yellow warhler Is ﬂlr'
most striking, As I darts in
and out of the low bughes or

laboul the first of May,

the orchard trees, 1L resembles
noray of golden sunshine, Of

the over 160 spocies of war-
bler in North America, this
one,  sometimes cnlled  the

sununier yellowsbird or golden
waeblor, s the most beautiful
and probeably the commonest,

Wintering In Soulh or Cen-
benl America, the yellow wars
blor nppears in northern U, 8,
nnd it
hrings (o o winter-woeary pop-
ulnee the promige that spring
hias come and summer cannol
b far behind,

Shortly after their areival
from their winter sojourt, Mre
and Mrs. Warbler will ‘begin
nesting preparations, The nest
may bt dnoa heldge of any
loww bugh op preferably inothe
flexible hrandhes 0f & willow
tree i one nilable, The
nesl ls o masterpioce of per-
fection, seeurcly. tied o the
Junetion of twao limbs or lnced
fo i ¢lump of (Himsy willow
leaves,

This u..-:hlcl takes consid:
erable pride no the place

were killed in the
“Hell's 50 Acres.”

]
wher'e s
{10 be placed

(PsE Arete

ire In an.area known as

(UPI Telepholo)

hey (hought the other
three men were right behind
them. They weren't,

The flomes, almosl un-
choehked, raced through all
five floors of the structure

and beams turned to charcoal
and collapsed. Tremendous
#lobes of fire buril through
the ool and 1t up the sky for
miles around,

By now chiel of department
Goorge David waes at  the
scetie, He had heard about the
Ltrapped men.
eges and young are
Torn' strips of
bark are skillfully and care-
fully interwoven and the lin-
ing I8 often the down from
the caltuil, 1f this material is
not  avallable, feathers, soft
B woor pieces of thread or
spider web will offer o soft,

cazy bed for the baby war-
blers,
Porhaps beciuse the nest is

g0 pilractive, It is often used
by the lnzy d¢owbird, who may
snehk in while the rflghtiul
owner isaway and loy o single
oz in the pest. It may even
ligppen that the cowbird baby
will grow so strong und so
birlel as Lo push the baby war-
blers {rom their own home,
The yellow warbler's oggs
are usunlly four In number,
greenish-white In color and
splashed  around the larger
end with brown blotehes,
While the rather dull col-
ored little fomale yellow-bird
i Incubating her eggs, the
brightly colored male emils
his elicory Yehe-wee, che-wee
For some pecullpr and 1ittle
Undorstood reason’ the male
yellow warbler prefers Lo sing
only Inthe forenoon. His is a
pleasant voice, and of course
his coal 18 ns vollow ag buttér,
marked delicately with chest-
nut streaks along the sides.
He'is all this and more, but he
15 no cannry.
(Released by The Regisler and
Trlbuno Syndicale, ISE{H

Again this year . . .

ready on the way to Gold st
The dispatcher made a snap |
decision. He senl out a third
alarm, bringing in companics |
from Midtown Manhattan and |
from Brooklyn, across the
East river. |

Fire Commissioner Edward
F, Cavanagh Jr,, crulsing on
the nearly East River Drive,
heard this radlo by-play. He,
too, knew the neighborhood
and the dangerous polential,
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Grim, sweal-gosked and
weary, Cavanagh and David
directed # squad of 10 men at
the corner of Broadway and
Grand,

With a five-story wall
threalening (o let go over
their heads at any minute, the
men used crowbars and sledge
hammers to pound their way
through sidewalk gratings lo
miake an opening into the cel-
lar where the three firemen

The stalrways had long
since been burned away, Blaz-
ing debris continued to plunge
down Irom above. To try and
g0 In that way was cerlain
suiclde,

Descended Ladder

Finally, the hole was
smashed through into the cel-
lar. Two men wim masks and
searchlights descended a lad-
der which had been shoved
down into the hole,

were trapped,

They got as far as the bot-

tom step, len had to scamper
back, In voices choked with
emotion, they made the terri-
ble report to thelr superiors.
They were mel by’ a wall of
fire., There was no hope for
the missing men,

Shortly after 8 pm, the
flames had resided enough for
rescue teams to make another
try into the cellar and sub-
cellar, which ran down o &
total of 40 feet below street
level,

The rescucrs plodde
through a scene straight out lE
hell. One after another, they
finally came across the bodles
of the three trapped men,

Chief O'Brien said the oth.
ers knew all hope wiis gone,
But ‘with each of the bodies
of thelr fallen comrades, they
tried artificial respiration and
oxygen, There was no re
sponse.

Firemen at the street level
sirnined nt ropes and at 9:38

p.m. pulled the bodies from
the cauldron where they met
death. Some 200 firemen guth-
ered solemnly around the hole
in the sidewalk,

In the glare of floodlights,
with flames still leaping on
all floors of the worchouse,
hot water coscading down
around them, they bured thelp
heads while four department
chapluins gimultaneously ad.
ministeéred last rites 1o the vig.
tims.

colorful . , , the finest

nibbling and lunch box
a box, todayl

Northwest “Rome Beauty”

First-of-the-week special LOW price on these
foncy grade, all-purpose apples, Medium tarl,

grand for pies and souce; a favorite for TV

apple ever for baking,

es, Get a big bagful or

Ib. 10‘

10¢

Texas Pinks ',

Tokay Grape

Salad

Tide 3"
Cheer '

Fresh from Safeway’s

Skylark WHITE
SANDWICH BREAD

Mrs. Wright's Bread
French Rolls %00,

Medium size

Juice Oranges

WineSﬂp Apples Extra fancy.
Fresh Peanuts .. ...

Wesson Oil

BleaCh White Magic
Detergent

'n serve.So-

rapefruit.

Florida
thin-skinned.

Colorful and
5o tasly,

poy more?
Limit, plecsa.

Purex. Glorox

NEW Bakery ...

o 33

loaf
Improved Lge.
white, wheat loaf 3I°
ark, brown pkg,

33c

o convenlent of 6

Gold Bond

For Extra Savings, We Give Valuable

Stamps

Wh

Soft-weve Tissue

Simply Stop in at Our Office for

CURRIER & IVES
1961 CALENDARS

With 12 beautiful 8'3"x13%" Currier & Ives prints in color suitable for framing.

Don Stathos. tnsuror

S am et
el

Brocade Facial Soap

colusod

2 roll
kg,

29¢
49¢

Assorted 10 Bar

colors pkg.
|Mother's Dats &ii.viee P
‘Soda Crackers ;i W% “ 8¢
‘Heinz Chili Sauce "l  coie 39¢
(Corn Meal fine v 450
Lucerne Two=Ten foutsd,  4151,64
Sour Cream Iicy., ., B55¢ i 29¢
Fancy Tuna hom Nt dle
‘Twinkle Copper Cleaner ‘i, 49¢

ZIPPY SWEET PICKLES

|Whole style, 16 ox,; Fresh Kosher Dills,
12-01. Jar

24.01,; Sweet Gerkins
| Modess
Sanifary Napkins

2% 89¢

pkgs.
of 12

39

Fluffy ‘All’
Detergent

s 89"

10 ... 88¢
b 15*
2. 25°

4-lb.
bag

1. 39F

Reg. 65¢. Pure
vegetable oil,
Limit, please.

Finest NU MADE. Why

Why pay more?
Y2 gallon 29¢,

39

oL

0L

giant
size

Bleach
1, Gal.

Crisp Carrots
Red Potatoes us. . 1.
Brussels Sprouts

49°
43
w 49°
[}
33’

Topped and
washed.

Small,
firm.

w. 10%
10... 59¢
T L L

Nu Made Dressing

Finest salad dressing. Limit, please.

Creamy smooth,
delightfully tasty.
Regularly 53c.

A

Gelatin
Desserts

Jell-Well Gelatins

LOW price . . . like getting one pack-
age FREE over other brands.

4:

-0z,
pkgs.

29

Treat your Family to this favorite . . .

BABY BEEF LIVER

Skinned and sliced the thickness you like

it.

SLICED BACON

Del Monte “Sweetheart”

Pork Spare Rib
Beef Round Steak
Lamb Loin Chops
Lamb Rib Chops
Breaded Fish Sticks

1-Ib. pkg.

9¢ Ih.

Extra-meaty. 3
Ibs. & smaller.

or Swiss Steak.
"USDA Chaice” |b.

Center cut,
small loin.

Flavorful,
“USDA Choice”

39

». 4Ot
98¢
». DG
» @O¢
- §9¢

Capt.Choice
Frozen 14 ux

Prices in this advertisament are effective Monday, through Wednesday,

Blue Bell
Potato Chips

69°

Triple
Pack

November 30, at Safeway in Medford. We reserve the right 1o limi,

Hershey's Cocoa
Instant Mixing

2t 95¢

Lipton's Soup
Becf Huudlc Onion
Grecn Pc.\

35




